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 Bandits kill 15, abduct women, children in
iNiger communities

By Wole Mosadomi
W INNA—138_persons were

§ 1V reportedly killed by suspected
bandits that raided communities in
E Mariga Local Government Area of

than 15 villagers, including a Mobile
Policeman, were gunned down by the
bandits.

Manypeoplwho scampered forsafety;
reportedly sustained injuries asthe Beri

_Police Station was set ablaze by the

jLiwes S it the bandits As Beritown wasbeing raided, itwas
-~ stormed Beri town in Bobi Districtof ~ gathered that another set of bandits
§ thelocal govemmenton motorcycles — stormed Garin-Gabasbutyouthsinthe
§ shooting sporadically beforecarrying ~ area also stood up and defended
. out their nefarious activities. themselves and the town. :
S source said it was during the At press, the number of casualties
¢ indiscriminate shooting thatnofewer — recorded could notbe ascertained.
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...Abduct women, children.

Similarly, some bandits reportedly
raided Ungwan Bakoin the Kotonkoro
District of Mariga Local Government
Area abducting many people mostly
womenand children.

The state Police Command
spokesman, DSP Wasiu Abiodun,
could notbe reached for confirmation,
but the Niger State Emergency
Management Agency, NSEMA,
confirmedtheincidentsbutdid notgive
details.

Director-General of the agency,
Ahmed Inga, said: "We are aware that

some commurities were raided in
Mariga Local Govemment Area but
weareyetto get the full details,

Meanwhile, Govemor Abubakar
Bello, has jetted out of the country at
the heat of the invasion.

A statement from Chief Press
Secretaryto the Governor, Mary Noel-
Barje, in Minna, yesterday, said the
govemor leftthe couniry ona “security
mission” but did not mention the
country and exact date of his arrival
back tothe country.




