Gunmen set
ablaze newly
completed
INEC office in
Imo

"IHE newly completed office of
the Independent Nalional
Electoral Commission, INEC,
located at Okwudor community in
Njaba Local Government Area of
Imo State was, yesterday; setablaze
by quimen.

Thearson attack took place about

11:30 am.

INEC Head of Voter Education
and Publicty, Emmanuella Opara,
said the office, which was built and
commissioned shortly before the
2019general elections, was bumnt to
aconsiderabledegree.

Inarelated development, Nigeria
Immigration Service head office
located inthe Ubakala axds of Enugu/
Port Harcourt Expressway was
reportedly attacked by unknown
gunmen, Saturday:

This is coming a few hours after
the State Criminal Investigation
Department of the Abia State Police
command was razed by en.

A resident of the area said there
was a huge shooting in the area
between the attackers and security
operatives.

Efforts to get officials of the Abia
State police command to confirm
theincdent proved abortive at press
time.

NDLEA arrests
10 online drug
traffickers,
seizes 107kg of
cocaine

By Kingsley
Omonobi -

BUJA—A young lady, her
iend and eight othershave
been arrested by operatives of
National Drug Law Enforcement
Agency, NDLEA, in a renewed
onslaught on onlinedrug traffickers
in the Federal Capital Territory, FCT
The first suspect, 28-year-old Ese
Patrick, who sellsherillicitsubstances
through an Instagram account,
Ese'sOvenSecret, was tracked and
amested with some piecesofbrownies
ordered online by NDLEA's
undercover agents, on May 21,2021
and delivered by hersell and her
iend in a Mercedes Benz car

A staternent by Femni Babalfemi,
Director of Media and Advocacy,
said: *A follow-up operation at her
(Ese’s) residence led tnthe seizure of
400 grams of Arizona weed, which
she uses in baking the brownics.

“Further investigation led to the
arrestofone lyama Patrick, with 450
grams of Arizona weed. Hesupplics
FEsewiththecannabis she us.

"A day earlier, a molorcycle
belonging toa couniércompanty, Sky
Port, was abandoned by a dispatch
riderin Wuse Zone 4 upon sighting
NDLEASs outpostin thearea.

"The motorcycle was later found
to contain several pinches of crack
cocaine (a.k.a Challie), and some
envelopes of Arizona meant for

delivery.

"Andther online drug (rafficker
Peter Nkejika, wasarrested on May
24, 2021 following an arrest of a
cﬁq}atdlxidarwithsomequanm;yg[
Loud, a highly psychoactive variant
of cannabis.

“Each portion of loud costs
N30,000 and the rider was caught

with 17 portions fordelivery”
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By Peter Duru, Peler

Okutu, Ikechukwu

Odu, Ola Ajayi &
David Odama

i IPTY four Nigerians were

] reporledly killed by suspected

i herdsmen and gunmen in different
atlacks carried oul in Ebonyi,

{l Benue, Enugu, Nasarawa and Oyo
stales, bul police denied reporied

- Jdllings in Ebonyi slate.

') The suspected herdsmen,

cmn wme mem m

[ yeslerday.—. attacked oke
i Ndigbasi _and  Obakolara

communilies in_Ebonyi T.oca

[l Govemnment Area of the state where

] ho fewer than : bonvi indigenes_
were killed.

[ he alfected communities share

] boundary with Ado Local
Governm

i ment Area in Benue Stale,

A resident in the area, Uchenna
i Okpokwu, said the herdsmen
invaded his community with guns
and machetes around 3 am,
yesterday.

"They came into Ndiobasi village
and started slaughtering people.
After slaughtering them, they
entered Odoke, from there they
went to Obapta.

“Currently, people that were
slaughtered in Ndiobasi are up to
30 according to the video clips on
[ the incident but Odoke and Obapta
« arevery far and nobody was able to
enter the two villages to capture
those that were killed.

‘When I received a call from one
of my villagers over the attack, he
told me that the herdsmen are
currently at Ojaba forest and that
place is their hideout because there
is no other way for them to escape.
The herdsmen are currently in that
forest as at the time 1 was called on
the phone.

"I was told our local government
chairman went with some security
men but couldn't get to the affected
villages. If there is a way security
agents will be sent to the affected
| villages, it will be good.

“Currently, [ have been trying to

reach my family members on phone

[ but their lines are not going through

i and all of them are in the village."

Another resident of the area,

I Onyibe Jeremiah, lamented that no

action was taken to protect the

I communities despite earlier

warnings of the herdsmen's
impending attacks.

Hé said: "One young man from
Enugu State that saw the herdsmen
when they were coming into the
Ebonyi villages made the voice call
that went viral (o alert the state but it
appeared that it was ignored, which
was why lhese allacks were
recorded despite the alert.
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' 2 children die on

' way to hospital

| The Ananda Marga Universal
| Reliel Team, AMURT, confirmed
" thal two children were killed while
! being laken to the hospilal for
| treatrnent,

The NGO said it has sent a leam
"o the area 1o help in the reatment
Y anc] evacuation of viclims,

A statement by AMURT West
| Africa said: "Terrible scenes at
Ohagelade Health Centre this
moming. Analtack onan Izzi village
inside Benue State, allegedly by
herdsmen, resulted inonany
casuallues, )

i "MEH‘IyWCl’C(‘:l]'I‘I(?(I|O()llr|(Jt'|Ddl‘
. Health Centre. The Uloanwu
Ambulance was called and 11
persons, six adulls and five clnldren
were lransported to AEFUTHA in

S —

akalild.

“Sadly two children died after
reaching AEFUTHA. An AMURT
J team of doctors, led by Dr Omogo,
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men kill 54 perso

®Suspected herders kill 4 villagers
bizman to death in Ibadan @Pregnan

0n1-877

®]2 Jilled, many missing in Benue communifies

indigenes

the MD of AMURT, has rushed to
Ohagelode. We are trying to
support the wounded carried to
AEFUTHA."

Chairman. of Ebonyi Local
Government Area, Chinyere
Nwaogbaga, who confirmed the
incident, said she went to the area
and helped to evacuate many of the
residents from the area to the
hospital.

"Yas, the communities are [zzi, a
clan in Ebonyi, speaking
communities but they are
geographically localed in Benue.
Since Lhey are indigenes of Ebonyi
though located in Benue, the slate
govemor direcled we go and bring
them Lo hospital and teal them and
also give them reliel materials”.

Police deny atlack
on Ebonyi

communities

Bul the Ebonyi Slate Police
Command, yesterday, denied therewas
herdsmen allack in Ebonyi Local
Government Areaof the Slale.

The command's Public Relations
Olflicer, Loveth Odah, said: "The
allention of the Ebonyi State Tolice
Command has been dawn (o e
pictures/news items in cirealation on
some soctal media platforms
musinformime e public that avillage
in Ebonyi Local Government Anva ol
Ehonyi Stale was under herdsmen
atlack.

"o sel the records straight, the
information 1eaching (he command
hasil that theatlack happenedat Nwori
Ndobasi and Odoke villages in Ado
Local Governmenl Area of Benue
Slale in Lhe early hours of today
(yesterday). )

"ag il were, Sunday is their market
day, so traders from Ebonyi LGA

v

Vichs of the atfack n Eanyi

crossed over to by and sell
ashad been the practice over
the yearsand werecaughtin
the crossfire dunng the
attack. There was noattack
onamyvillagein Ebonyi LGA
aswidely reported on some
social media platforms and
other conventional media
outlets.” =
12 killed, many
missing in Benue
communities

But reports from_Ado_
Local Government Area of -

Bepue State, yesterday.
revealed that no fewer than

12 ns were killed by
sispeeTamed hecemen
in simultaneous attacks on
communities bordenng
Ebonyi State, weskend.

The attacks, which led to the
disappearance _of and
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in Enugu ®Gunmen shoot, stah
t woman killed in Nasarawa

reinforced and__altackeg g,
Zommumnity, klling feair prrn ,,-{-,‘&,"
cany hours of fnday, ’
Confirming  the  neieden,

spokespersan of Enuegu Sty E
Commaned, Danied Nelulose o
state Commissioner
Mohammed Aliyu,
digeress investiqation 1
carcurmstand e surrournein

Gunmen shool, stah
bizman to death in
Ibadan

In Ihadan, Oyo State «
popular_ftho Husinesr
Oviamanaim, was.
shotdead by unknas, :

Vanguard gathered t
assailants waylaid him &

£ news of the bus

broken by his younger
Owuamanam, whosaid
They have killed miy bros
shotdead by some gurimer
The farnilyis in pains now

Itwas gathered thatthe de
in hisnewly acuE

Atack he was reporntedl
severally on the [eft side of
aferwhich theviied the scen

Confirming the incd
Police Public Relations
Adewele Osifeso, said:
unfortunate incident bag
yesterday (Saturday) nigh
getthe fulldetails foryouon M
{today) becausewehave com:
imvestigation into the mattes

Pregnant woman
killed in Nasarawa \

A pregnant woman was allagadh
killad, Saturday, by Suspaciad qumm=

%Obakom Odi
oga, Tologa, Ndi-Obas, Odoken
communiiesin Ekle CounclMamdof
fjigbandistrict of Ada 1.GA
Vanguard ggﬂ]e{ed thattheinvaders
inthe affec‘fed communities. I_Qcan‘uzgn\-] f(:]- ba;'e.:
According to the source, “it was Ihwasgathered thatthe Abebe2aoe

around 11 pm on Saturday that we
received calls from our people that |
attackerssuspected tobe herdsmen had i‘
invaded our ward killing and setting
houses on fire. :

Confinming the attack on Gkile, the
Ado Chaimnan, Oche explained that
the attack could be a reprisal for the
murder of an elderly herder,
Mubhammad Isah, about two manths
ago by suspected militia or 1POB
members from neighbouring Ebonyi
State in one of the affected
conumunitics.

Suspected herders kill
villagers in Enugu
Also, Mgbujt communty i lsi-Uzo
LocalGovermmentAnwol 14 Sl
was, woekend, ieporidly attacked by
suspoctodhiedsmen that grgesomely

)

murclenxtno fewer than four persons,

Lhwas gathensd that trouble started
when the suspected herders Vo
intouupled o catting down_an
coononie e o leed thewrcattle,

Theinfenuption, acconding losome
villagers, who pleaced anonynity, led
to_a brawl between the community
members and heTerders.

It was also learned that the
comnunity members succeeded in
prrsuing the nomads and their catile
from furlher destruction of the
economc tree.

However, on whal appeared like a
calculated revenge mission, the herders

&

.I_\_\gmmm‘( vohve a civilised approach tows

— theunity, peaceand secunty of

hasbeenunderthreatby's
of Alago extracton o
Obi Local Governn
slate whose efforts ¢
takeover some hectares o
belonging to the Tin
communty have contt
with stifif resistance.

Reacting to the
President, Peter Ahemba aliy
the attacks and kaling of Tiv pey
Nasarawa Stateun the last tw
was tangeted at chasing e
Mestate by some foroes

He condemnad the Kt
destiuction of the Tiv peopie ar
gqroups or ethie natonal
auevances against the Tiv pec

WG

nowth
le o
ards

addessing thetrgney :‘u\\smﬁ"td{ U;,“‘I“ Ll
eof

Laking undue advantag !
msovutity situation i he southem Bt
of the state o unleashed mayhe:t ‘:
the mnocent peoplewhich hesaiha

¥ Hiv jetnmental©
counterproductive and de resile

Public

When contacted, the Folic Siale

Relations Officerofthe Nasaraa
Command, ASP Ramhan i_\'ﬂm J
denied knowledgeofthe attadk it
He, however, admitte village
somebody called him from & fected
around the alleged affefy
Community to intimate ?mas
incident, but said the COMMSRE,
yet to receive an official repo
the said commuunity.



