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River was a natural boundary. The
encroachment was then duly resisted by
the people of Obukwu and this led to a
litigation process at the native court
dunng the colonial era.

During the litigation, the people of
Amikwe (Omor) and Umuerike
(Umerum), offered their support to the
people of Obukwu. After the case was won
by Obukwu, and to ensure no further
encroachments to the farmlands, the
people of Amikwe (Omor), Obukwu
(Anaku) and Umuerike (Umerum) struck
an agreement to allow free farming on
their borders.

In 1974, when the Shell-BP Petroleum
Drevelo[?mem Company of Nigeria
Limited came to the area for oil
exploration, the people of Obukwu,
Anaku invited the other two communities
of Amikwe (Omor) and Umuerike
(Umuerum) to become co-owners of the
oil wells. At that time, land was in
abundance and there was relative peace
among the people. A

twelve -man

committee,
comprising four
members from each
community, was
raised to oversee the
activities of Shell on
the land.

Also, in 1980 the
Federal Government
provided an irrigation
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security in the area. At the Anaku Police ® H H H ’
Station, the policemen looked dejected Monarch’s palace, ex Commissioner’s

in the Willie Oboano administration, Dr.
Christian Madubuko and 30 other
r\r;agsior}s\f'}n i\rfl‘fék“ ‘?’QT%SGL ablazei)The the irrigation project allocated specific
svatonal routh Service Corps members' number of plots to each of the four
lodge and teachers’ quarters close to the communities according to the size of land
police station in the town were heavily expropriated from them. The land of
torched and lo?lted and the Youth Corps | Amik}:\'e)- |OmoLr), Obukm{.. Ikenga
members have fled. (Anaku) and Umuerike (Umerum)
communities jointly constitute the South
West Zone of the project.
after losing their colleagues to the clash.
Fonunaleg’. the hoodlums who burnt the | housey 30 Others burnt
houses did not attack the police station,
despite the fact that it is located close to
some of the houses destroyed.
At the palace of the traditional ruler of
Anaku, Igwe Peter Oforkansi, his two -
storey building, two bungalows and six
vehicles were burnt and whereabouts of

When Saturday Vanguard visited the
Atumanya called on the Anambra State
all members of the royal househeld could

troubled communities, the entire area was
deserted as the people had abandoned : {
their homes and fled into the bush and to government to use the av a}labge
neighbouring communities where they | llopograpll_lcal information to 1.nten enein
take refuge. The only secondary school in the land dispute to ensure that peace was
Anaku, Ogbe High School, has been restored in the area and justice done on
e | % kets and primary the matter. According to him, the
elesed down'apd allmarketsand pr \ intervention would also ensure that
schools have also been deserted. boundaries between Omor and Anaku,
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Commissioner of Police, Mr.
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the disputed area of land belonging to ~ Court without justice. In 2015, they
Anaku such that by the time the demolished Obukwu Town hall and
constituted boundary adjustment the country homes of Mr. Raphael
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