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ALLEGED BLOODY REPRISAL: Gunmen storm |

Rivers hospital, kill 4 patients with bullet
wounds, nurse

*Police deny involvement

By Davics Theamnachor
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The murdered gunmen
were reportedly being treat-
ed by the nurse, idéntified
simply as Chichi, at the hid-
den area 65TUyigbo, when the
attackers surrounded the
building and opened fire on
them.

A source, who spoke anon-
Enously. discl that one of

e vicims, who was on drip,
sensmcl; dan[gel: attempted to
scale the fence, but was
gunned down by the invad-
ers.

The source claimed that the
gunmen, who came in two
vans and a Sienna MPV,
gained access into the build-
ing and killed the three oth-
ers receiving treatment, add-
j.n%hlhatthe nurse was caught
inthe

W

The Victims were said tobe
among the gunmen who re-
cently murdered seven police-
men in coordinated attacks
on security formations aJong
the East-West Road an
Elimgbu Police Station.

Sunday Vanguard gath-
ered that the men wereg'ying
to get medical treatment for
multiple bullet wounds in-
fli on them by the police
when luck ran out on them.

He said: “Remember that
recently gunmen, who dis-

ised as security operatives
illed seven policemen when
they attacked formations
a.long the East-West Road and
the Elimgbu Police Station.
that atlack, the
B;)lice at limg})u engaged
em in gun battle. They sus-
tained injuries and even aban-
doned their Hilux van. Those
who were wounded ran to
their hideo&x}]allli'ebe sLinuiin
Oyigbo and hired one Uche-
c#%br?ume, to treat them.
e police tracked them
(o the hideout. Three of them
were already on drip. Sens-
ing danges, one of the gun-
men scaled the fence bul was
gunned down by the squad,

“The policemen eventual-
ly gained access to the build-
ing and met three others on
drip. Thr’]; made efforts to
shoot at the police but the
policemen gunned them and
in the process the lﬁ(éﬁ, was hil
by a bullet and she dled.
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Meanwhile, the Commls-
sioner of Police in the slate,
Mr. Friday Eboka, when con-
tacted, said the people who
carried out the act were not

Police Officer in charge of the
area and his men muLi getlo
the scene, the killers had fled.

He said: "Thal matter was
reported at Oyigbo Police
Station. The people involved
are not policemen. We heard
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Governor Ifeanyi U%wu
an accidenl scene af
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There's palpable tension in
Kaduna State as the govem-

ment and the organised la-
bour are set for showdown
over the planned strike action
called by the Nﬁ?fm La-
bour Congress (NLC) over
the latter's alleged failure
to follow laid down rules
in the recent sack of some
civil servants,

The statec;;overnmeqt
however, said yesterday it
had notified securit agen-
cies aboul the planned
strike aclion of the Nige-
ria_ Labour Congress,
maintaining, necessary
steps should be taken Lo
thwart the intention of the
organisers, as it would
"not succumbh to black-
mail.”

Labour had issued notice
of five days warning strike
on May 17 as the slale
govcrnmcnl refused to

udge.

canwhile, aviation
unions, namely, Natlonal
Unjon of Air Transporl
Employee, NUATE, Na-
tional Association of Alr-
crall Pilots and Engineers,
NAAPE, Assoclalion ol Ni-
yeria Aviation Prolession-
al, ANAP are Lo join the
five days warning strike
declared by the NLC Lo
compel the Kaduna gov-
crnment lo rescind it's de-
cision lo sack workers,

The stale government, ol
a pross conlvrence yester-
day in Kaduna, addlresied
by the Head ol Sorvice
Bariatu Muhammaodd and
the Commissioner, Local
Government and Chiel-
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thal four of them were tnking
treatment in a clinic before
the unknown armad men
wenl there in two Hilux vans
and a Sienna

They went there and peo-
e heard qunshots. Belore
he poltce could get there, the
qunmen had entered their
vehicle ond driven away, The
solicemen met corprses of the
our guys and the young
woman lnum?. I 1old the
DPO 1o move those bodies
while we investigate the mat-
ler,

"But, obviously, they (al-
lackers) are nol policemen. T

there must be any operation |
Iy they police, It must be re- |
portee] al the nearest police |
station. The people that car
rieel et the act are ned po-
licemen, They were unknceam
armed men and not pelice
men,

“The people they killed
were actually receiving treat-
ment for their qun wenneds,
When the DPO ejof there, they
recovered the receipt of their
treatment. They recovered
charms, They were ieceiving
treatment for qun wouneds
The peaple that killed them
are not policemen.”

yi of Enugu State (left) during a rescue operation al
bakpa Nike, Enugu, involving a truck that

lost control and fell into a difch, yesterday.

Tension in Kaduna as govt moves against strike
* Aviation worlkers to shut down airport

By Lawani Mikairu
and Ibrahim Hasan

taincy Affairs, Alhaji Jafar
Sani, dismissed the threat
by labour unions to shut
down critical services as a
futile gesture, warning
that it would not condone
any disruption of essential
services m the state as a
result of strike,

The government also
said that the warrant of
arrest it issued in 2017 of
the NLC President Ayuba
Wabba, still subsists over
alleged vandalism of gov-
ernment facilities.

"As is appropriate, the
securily agencies have
been nolifiéd of the plans
of some trade unionists to
recruit hoodlums, includ-
ing from other states, lo
creale a destructive spec-
tacle and further their self-
serving narralive aboul
public sorvicvf'obs and in-
security”, it alleged,

The government insisted
that the sack ol civil ser-
vants was necessilated by
dwindling revenues.

"Thus, il is not sustainable
to persist in spending 84% to
96% of ils FAAC receipts on
salaries and personnel cosls
as has been the experience of
the slate since Oclober 2020,
This government was nol

g[gged to devote most public
s to payi overnment
workers g?]?imtrgegl that as its
defining governance mission,
to the detriment of develo
ing the state and its people”,
it said.

The government explained
that the rightsizing of the pub-
lic service would affect polit-
ical appointees and civil ser-
vants, It stressed that it would
not, therefore, succumb to the
"veritable campaign of lies
and misrepresentation” by
trade unions on the matter.

In a statement by Comrade
Ocheme Aba, General Sec-
retary, NUATE , Comrade
Umoh Ofonime, Deputy Gen-
eral Secn:lar{ NAAPE, and
Comrade Abdul Raraq
Seidu, General Secretary,
ANAE the unions informed
their members to stay off their
duty pasts at the Kaduna In-
ternalional Airport with effect
from 12 1mdniglht Sunday il
Friday, May 21.

The release read: “We are
conslrained to inform you
that in compliance with the
industnial action declared by
the Nigerian Labour Con-
gress, NLC, in Kaduna state,
ourunions as above shall pro-
ceed o effect the action as
from midnight of Sunday
l)(i‘lile.w to Friday 21st NMay,
2021",

Gov. Ugwuanyi leads rescue
operation at accident scene

an'rnur Heanyi Ug
wuanyl ol lnugu
State led rescue operation
al an accidont scene al Blu-
I llml[u-. Abakpa Nike,
Enugu Basl Local Govern-
menl Aroa, whoere a track
carrying petvol lost control
and lell into a ditch.

Prior 1o the arrival of the
governor, Dnugu Stale
Emergency Management
Agoncy (SEMA), the Feder-
al Road Salety Commission
(FRSC), Enugu Stale Fire
Service and the Chairman
of Enugu East LGA, Hon.
Alex Ugwu, had promptly
reported to the accident
scene to apply safety mea-

sures towards saleguarding
lives and property.

Enugu State Government,
through SEMA and the
State Ministry of Works and
Intrastructure, also provad-
ed a crane and manpower
[or the removal of the vehi-
cle, ovacuation of the prod-
uet and reopening of the
road to vehicular tralfic.

Executive Secretary of
SEMA, Mrs. Nkechi Eneh,
who confirmed one death,
urged residents of the area
to be calm and law abiding
as well as cooperate with the
efforts of the state govern-
ment and the emergency re-
sponse stakeholders in ar-
resting the situation.



