GUNMEN ON THE RAMPA
in 24hrs in Akwa lbom,

*Officer's wife also murdered
* Patrol vehicles burnt, rifles carted away

*Wike cries: We won't succumb to sece i
*34 deaths in 14 days sslonist agenda

*Adeboye's wife: Guns cannot help us
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Rivers
about 2030brs, where un-
known gunmen driven in
two branded Hilux vans,
attacked the special check-
point at Choba Bridge,
where in a surprised attack.
killed two policemen on
duty and set ablaze a pri-
vate car belonging to one of
the policemen.

“A similar attack was
launched at Rumuji Police
Station by the same hood-
lums who killed two police-
men on duty and burnt a
patrol vehicle.
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rifles

“However, a stff resis-
tance by the Police prevent-
ed the hoodlums from gain-
ing access into the Police
station. In the course of the
exchange of fire, two of the
attackers were fatally

upenntermdentof - —wounded. They died on the
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“Yes, there was an attack
at the Divisional Police
Headquarters, Odoro Ikpe,
in Ini Local Government

Four rifles were said to
have been stolen from the
station.

Meanwhile, Rivers State

Divisional Headquarters
where they killed two police-
men.

The latest attack brought

the total number of police-  Area. Six personsincluding  police Command has
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Public Relations Officer
of the Command, SP. Nnam-
di Omoni, in a statement,
yesterday, issued after the
Commissioner of Police in
the state, Friday Eboka, and
heads of tactical units, vis-
ited the different scenes of
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also killed in the attack that  said.
saw the gqunmen, setting
patrol vehicles ablaze. . Seven cops
in Rivers

i According to source}f in |
|
| the area, the attackers | .
stormed the police station | In Rivers, facts eme_xigeg
in two buses and a Sienna  on how gunmen kille
about seven policemen. crime, said the attackers
The attackers had, at  yyere met with stiff resis-

bus.
PR about 10 pm, Friday, mur-  yapce,
Severe INJUries  gerq e policemen at dii- Omoni said: “The Rivers
A statement by the Chair- ~ferent points intwo LGAS. Gpate Police Command can
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The continued engage-
ment by the Police also
forced them to abandon the
Sienna car they were using
to escape at the Refinery

fched two AK37 ol < ; ;
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~— “In the meantime, the

corpses of the fallen heroes
have been evacuated and
deposited in the mortuary,
while the Commissioner of
Police, CP. Eboka Friday,
who led members of his
management team and tac-
tical Commanders to the
respective scenes this mom-
ing for an on-the-spot as-
sessment, has launched a
serious manhunt for the
perpetrators with a view to
apprehending the culprits
and bringing them to jus-
tice."
Rivers can't suc-
cumb to seces-
sionist Agenda —
Wike

Rivers State Security
Council, last night, called

for calm on the heels of the
attacks on police personnel

in the state.

Governor Wike, who pre-
sided over an emergency
meeting of the Secunty
Council at the Government
House, Port Harcourt, con-
demned the attacks.

The governor reiterated
that no amount of intimida-
tion or cruel resort to bar-
baric attacks will make Riv-
ers succumb to secessionist
agenda of those who are
bent on plunging Nigeria
into “another unwarranted
cTisis”.

Wike urged residents of
Rivers to be calm as the
Security Council had taken
measures to secure the state.

Meanwhile, no fewer than
40 policemen have lost their
lives in the last two weeks in
ongoing attacks in the two
zones, South-East and
South-South.

Seven days ago, a research
by an online platform re-
vealed that no fewerthan 18
policemen were killed in
separate attacks across Ni-
geria in one week.

Also, 16 were killed last
week, bringing the number
of those killed in the last 14
days to 34.

In May, Vanguard report-
ed that 67 security agents,
comprising the police, Navy
and prison wardens, were
killed by gunmen in the
South-East and South-
South since December last
year.

Similarly, a female offic-
er of the Nigeria Security
and Civil Defence Corps,
NSCDC, Mrs. Glory
Nwokocha, was hit by a
stray bullet during a gun
battle between qunmen and
security operatives in Ower-
n

An eyewitness, who spoke
to Sunday Vanguard in
Owerri, said: “The woman
would have survived, What
happened last Thursday was
termible. The situation was
50 bad. Those around were
ready to take her to the hos-
pital but the sound of gun-
shots prevented people.”

Newspaper

vendor

Inarelated development,
a sales representative of
New Telegraph Newspaper
in Imo State, Mr, Chuks
Ugwuibe, has been dedlared
missing.

Astatement signed by the
Chairman, Association of

Newspaper Sales Repre-
sentatives, Imo Siate chap-
ter. Mz Udofia Imoh, said:
“Ugwuibe was arrested
while on his official duties
at Orlu. He was actually try-
ing to take his weekly re-
turns from a vendor when
he was arrested.

“The association is
pained that Ugwuibe's
family is passing through a
harrowing experience giv-
en the arrest of their father.
Therefore, we call on secu-
rity forces in the state to
screen their detainees, espe-
dally those arrested at Oriu
last Tuesday, to ascertain if
Mr Chuks Ugwuibe, the
Sales Representative for
New Telegraph in Imo
State is languishing in their
custody.”

In a related development,
wife of the General Over-
seer of the Redeemed Chris-
tian Church of God, RCCG,
Pastor Folu Adeboye, has
said the current security
challenges in the country
cannot be tackled with guns
alone.

Leading the congregation
to pray for Nigena and all
nations of the world at the
May edition of Holy Ghost
Service at the Redemption
Camp. Folu urged the par-
ticipants to pray earnestly
for God's intervention in
solving Nigeria's problems.

The pastor. who recently

lost a son in Eket, Akwa
Ibom State, called on Ni-
gerians to seek forgiveness
of sins, noting that the
present situation in the coun-
try calls for repentance.
_ She said: "As you are say-
ing these prayers if you need
to weep, you better weep
because weeping may en-
dure for a night but joy
comes in the morning.

“This is the time we need
to crv. It is becoming over-
whelming. It is too much.
People are dying every day
from hunger, terrorism and
kidnapping.

“The season that we are
in Nigeria now calls for &
lot of prayers. Our nation
Nigena, is going through @
siege and it is so much. We
want God to liberate us
even as we connect to other
nations and believe that
through our prayers for Ni-
geria, God will allow them

to reach other nations. A
other nations will get out of
every form of siege they are
going through.”



