»Bus somersaults, bursts into flames, kills
14 on Lagos-lbadan expressway

By James Ogunnaike

bus with an unidentified
number. The TRACE
spokesman said the acci-

NO fewer than 14 pas __dent occurred at 8:20 p.m.

Sengers,

dmongd__ on Thursday night.

He added that the com-

them 171 adults and three
children, were on Thursday _ercial Mazda bus was al-
legedly involved in wrong-

‘night burnt to death in an

_acadenton the longbridge _f] gvertaking before it hit

§) -
pressway. The spokesper-
“son, Traffic Compliance and
Enforcement Corps
(TRACE) ,Mr Babatunde
Akinbiyi, confirmed the in-
cident to newsmen in
Abeokuta yesterday.
Confirming the incident,
Akinbiyi said the accident
involved a silver Toyota
RAV 4, with registration
number, LND 13 GS, a sil-
ver Toyota Camry marked,
GGE 369 GJ, and a Mazda

arked faulty Toyota Rav
4.

Speaking on the number
of casualties, Akinbiyi ex-
plained that 17 passengers
were in the bus when the
accident happened, say-
ing that 14 persons were
burnt to death beyond rec-
ognition.

“The burnt commercial
bus was involved in wrong-

- ful overtaking before it hit

a stationary vehicle (Toyota

Rav4), parked on the mid-
dle of the road due to break-
down, and also hit a Cam-
Iy Car

“In the process, it lost con-
trol, somersaulted several-
ly before it burst into
flames,” he said.

Akinbiyi explained that
two of the victims who sus-
tained injuries were res-
cued and taken to Lagos
State Accident and Emer-
gency Centre and another
one to the General Hospi-
tal, Gbagada for treaiment.

He commiserated with
the families of the dead vic-
tims, warming drivers to
desist from speed, wrong-
ful overtaking and attitude
that exposes other road us-
ers to risk and danger



