NN

N 6 UJ S nanguardnews L A

- @vanguardnews [\

From left: Rivers State Deputy Governor, Dr. {Mrs") Ipalibo Har d;;':i i
S » Dr. = 0, with
g:ie beef of Defence Staff, General Leo Irabor, the Chﬁef of the N?;ral Stgif, Vice
miral AZ Gambo, the EO.C, Naval Training Command, Rear Admiral K.A. Lawal,
the _Ckalrman, Senate Committee on Navy, George Thompson Sekibo and others
ioni i -commissioning

Naval College/Basic Training School, Onne.

@vanguardnews

2 more Greenfield varsity
students killed; bandits
insist on N800m ransom

@®Three students of Federal Un
by gunmen @Police exchange fire with bandits,
abduct 2 women, wound pupils, abandon childre
agents ®Tension in Nasarawa over attacks,
@Take refuge in three locations
villages deserted; over 3000 IDPs in Minna
criminal gangs, APC assures Nigerians

By Wole Mosadomi, Peter Duru, Omeiza
Ajayi, David Odama & Ibrahim
HassanWuyo

KADUNA — Two more

students of Greenfield Uni-
versity, Kadung, kKidnapped
~Gvera week ago by bandits
“have been killed by their
_~abductors who are insisting
_on payment of N800 mil-
lion ransom.
~ Remains of three of the
students, a male and two
females, had earlier been

_State, who confirmed the

killing of the two students
yesterday, said the state
government would update
the citizenry on further de-
velopments.

“On a sad note, securit

gencies have just report-
ed to Kaduna State govern-
ment the recovery of two

| more dead bodies of Green-

“found in a village close to | field University students,

the university.

killed by armed bandits to-

~ Mr.Samuel Aruwan | day (yesterday) Monday,

,Commissioner, Ministry of
Internal Security and

April 26, 2021. /
“The retrieved corpses

Home Affairs in Kaduna have been evacuated to a

iversity of Agriculture Makurdi kidnapped

arrest 5 in Zaria ®As bandits
n due to fire power of security
50,000 desert ancestral homes
@Niger gov cries out, says more than 50
@®Buhari will deal with terrorists,

mortuary, and the univer-
sity has been notified of the
development. “

"The government of Ka-
duna State under the lead-
ership of Malam Nasir El-
Rufai is saddened by this
evil perpetrated against in-
nocent students abducted
while pursuing their edu-
cation for a glorious future.

"The government sends
its deep empathy to their
families and the university
management, and prays for
the repose of their souls.
The government will up-
date the citizenry on further
developments,” he said.

This now brings to five the
number of students so far
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killed by the kidnappers,
while demanding N800
million ransom from the
parents,

Another 3 varsity
students kid-

napped in Benue

Thekilling of the students
came as bandits again ran
riot in some parts of the
country yesterday, as they
kidnapped three students
of the Federal University of
Agriculture, Makurdi,
FUAM, in Benue State.

Thebandits also attacked
Kofar Kuyambana low cost
housing estate in Zaria,
Kaduna State, but were
stoutly resisted by a com-
bined efforts of the police
and vigilante after a fierce
gun battle, after which five
of them were arrested.

This is even as tension,
fear and apprehension
gripped residents of Na-
sarawa State, following in-
cessant attacks on com-
munities by bandits, which
have forced an estimated
50,000 farmers to flee their
ancestral homes.

They are now taking ref-
uge in three locations, in-
cluding Agyaragu, Ka-
darko and Daudu

Also yesterday, Governor
Abubakar Sani Bello of Ni-
ger State decried the inces-
sant invasion of communi-
ties by bandits in the state,
pointing out that no fewer
than 50 villages had been
sacked in five local govern-
ment areas.

Vanguard gathered that
the three students, whose
identities are yet to be re-
leased by the institution at
the time of this report, were
abducted last Saturday
night while studying near
a lecture hall.

Confirming the develop-
ment, the State Police Pub-
lic Relations Officer, PPRO,
Deputy Superintendent,
DSE, Catherine Anene, said
the command had already
received report of the inci-
dent.

She said: “Information
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has been received by the
school authority that on
April 24, 2021, at about
10:20pm some unknown
persons came into the
school premises and kid-
napped three of their stu-
dents who were studying
close to a lecture theater

""We received that infor-
mation and we are on it. I
know that we are very close
and we will continue to do
our best.

"For now this is what I
have for the media but my
advise is that the members
ofthe public should remain
calm. We are doing our best
to make sure that we get to
the root of the matter and
also apprehend the perpe-
trators of the crime.

"I assure parents of the
students that the police will
do ourbest to get back their
children. They should re-
main calm and cooperate
with us, we will do our
best.”

Asked if the kidnappers
had made any demands,
the PPPRO said: “Thatisa
classified information.
When the incident hap-
pened we received reports
from the school authorities
and we are working on it
in our own way. We do not
need to wait for people to
be contacted before we do
ourjob.

"As soon as we received
the information we de-

CIANS ARE NOT BANDITS!

08052201913

ployed our teams and they
are working both techmical-
ly and physically. So wewill

continue to do our best. We
donot have to wait forcon-
tacts to be established be-
fore we do our work. For
now we do not have iden-
tity of the affected stu-
dents.”

Also confirming the ing-
dent, Vice Chancellorof the
institution, Prof Richard
Kimbir, said the school was
not sure of the number of
students involved, assuring
that the number of those
involved would be ascer-
tained at the end of an on-
going management mest-
ing.
'"We are holding a man-
agement meeting at the
moment and at the end of
the meeting we will confirm
the numberbut fornowwe
are sure of two because the
kidnappers have made con-
tacts with us,” he said.

Housing estate
invaded in Zaria
In Kaduna. bandits who
invade Kofar Kuyambana
low cost housing estate in
Zaria had it rough on Sun-
day night as the police, the
vigilante and other securi-
ty agents who engaged
them in a fierce duel,
arrested five of them.
Sadly, many of the ban-
Continues on Page 27
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dits were able to escape
through the nearby bush
with two housewives and
some children,

The incident, which hap-
pened around 9.30pm on
Sunday, according to a lo-
clal. c?useq n}llany to have
sleepless night as the
battle resulted in pandeg;g}
nium, even as some fami-
lies in the housing estate
scampered for safety ,

It was learned that some
Islamic pupils were caught
in the cross fire but were
quickly moved to a Zaria
hospital where they are re-
ceiving medical attention,

According to the local, the
gunmen came on motor-
bikes and targeted the
house of a Customs officer
in the housing estate.

"It was around 10pm;
they were shooting and
everybody was terrified.
They forced the Customs
officer's wife and her chil-
dren to follow them. They,
however, left the children
but abducted their mother”
he said.

The local said the bandits
alsoattacked a neighboring
house and took away an-
other elderly woman.

"Police, other security
agents and the vigilante
performed wonderfully
.They really tried as good
fighters. We are grateful to
Almighty Allah and we
thank them immensely.

“They were able to arrest
two bandits last night and
three more yesterday mom-
ing," the local said.

There was no official re-
action on the latest attack,
but the Kaduna Police Pub-
lic Relations Officer con-
firmed the attack.

Fear, as residents
desert 13
communities in
Nasarawa

Similarly, fear and appre-
hension is mounting in
Nasarawa State as inces-
sant attacks by bandits con-
tinue to ravage communi-
ties, forcing over 50,000
farmers to flee their ances-
tral homes and take refuge
elsewhere. )

Residents and farmers in
about 13 settlements have
been displaced as a result
of the attacks in some
parts of the state. )

The recent attacks are 1n
Doma, Keana where scores
had been allegedly massa-

cred,
o
e deserted villages are
Dooshima, Antsa, l%ooka,
Angwan Yara, Ikyayior,
’Il'Jaélgemé_\.DTse Tor, Chia,
urayl, Dooga, Gindan
Ralil, Ajikamaka and Anko-
ma all in Ekye develop-
ment area, Doma South in
Doma local government
area of Nasarawa State.
They victims who were
displaced by the rampag-
ing herdsmen are cumrent-
ly taking refuge in Kardor-
oko in Keana LGA and
Agyaragu, while others are
taking refuge with relations,
friends in Guma local gov-
erterlltment area of Benue
e.

S peaking on the incident,
President of Tiv Develop-
ment Association, TIDA,
Peter Ahemba, described
the situation as pathetic,
adding that the victims had
been placed in very deep
pains as a result of the cri-
sis that hit the communities
in Doma South three days
ago

Addressing the displaced
persons yesterday in Kar-
doroko and Agyaragu, Sen-
ior Special Assistant to Gov-
emor on conflict resolution,
Moses Utondu, appealed
to the displaced persons
to remain calm, assuring
that Governor Abdullahi
Sule, would look into their
problem.

"My assessment so far
has shown that our people
are truly displaced, it is not
anissue of speculations, but
my courage and comfort is
that our governor is some-
body who is committed to
peace. We are here to see
things for ourselves and we
are going to report back to
the governor and he will
take prompt action," he
said.

with many others in.

‘We woke up to
herdsmen's

attacks'

Avictim of Ajikamaka vil-
lage attack, Cletus Wanshi-
ma, told Vanguard in Kar-
doroko IDP camp that they
woke up last Saturday to
the attack on them by the
herdsmen.

“They just laid ambush
on our people and started
killing them, so we had to
run for our lives, they have
taken over all our houses
and are burning and loot-
ing our properties.

“They invaded our com-
munities, matcheting pec-
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University
ple with cutlasses and gun-
ning others down with their
AK-47.They slaughtered a
woman in Dooka village in
my presence; they also
slaughtered a man in
Tkyaylor village," he said.
_He lamented the terrible
situation in the camp and
called on the government
of Nasarawa State to come
to their aid.

He said: "We have been
sleeping on bare floor since
Saturday whenwegot here,
we don't have mattresses or
mats, it is quite a difficult
situation as we are exposed
to mosquitoes and all kinds
of insects and reptiles dur-
ing the day and at night,”
he said.

Killings inexcusa-
ble — Gov Sule

Meanwhile, Nasarawa
State Governor Engr. Ab-
dullahi A. Sule has de-
scribed the brutal killing
of Innocent people during
the weekend attack on Aji-
maka Village of Dome Lo-
cal Government Area of the
state as an act that is repre-
hensible, callous and inex-
cusable.

Governor Sule in a state-
ment signed by his Chief
Press Secretary, Ibrahim
Adra, said: "The attack that
does not spare women and
children bears the trade-
mark of devilish elements
who are bent on truncating
the relative peace in the
state.”

Sule while assuring the
people of the state of his
determination to curb inse-
curityin the state said that
security operatives have
since commenced investi-
gations that will expose the
criminals with a view to
punishing them according
to the laws of the land.

"My condolences and
prayers are with families of
those whose lives were lost.
I urge them and the rest of
our citizens to be rest as-
sured that this administra-
tion will do all within its
power to ensure justice,
peace and security across
the state," Governor Sule
added. The governor also
called for “calm and sup-
port for law enforcement
agents inthe collective fight
againstevil.”

50 villages desert-

ed, Gov Bello

cries out
Inasimilardevelopme;
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ence Speaker House

of Reps, Femi Gbajabiamila, accompanied by House Leader, Hon. Alhassan
Doguwa in State House, yesterday.

generate more funds for the
economic growth of their
councils in particular and
the state in general.

He said: "As we speak,
we have not less than 50
villages deserted across five
local governments now.
Where do we get the re-
sources to take care of them
f80% of our resources goes
to those that do not add
value to the system?

"Now we have to deal
with humanitarian and se-
curity problems and all
these require resources that
wedonot have, so the only
way we can survive is to
increase our IGR.

"Atthe moment, we have
over 3,000 IDPs in Minna,
apart from otherlocal gov-
emments."

Buhari'll deal
with criminals
— APC

Meanwhile, the All Pro-
gressives Congress, APC,
hasexpressed the determi-
nation of the President
Muhammadu Buhari's ad-
ministration to deal deci-
sively with criminal ele-
ments.

National Secretary, Care-
taker/Extraordinary Con-
vention Planning Commit-
tee of the party, Sen. John
James Akpanudoedehe
made the promise in a
statement issued in Abuja
yesterday.

The party noted that the
issue of insecurity in the
country had found expres-
sion in terrorist and crimi-
nal activities of Boko Har-
am, bandits, kidnappers,
cattle rustlers and recently
the highly condemnable
attacks on security forma-
tions in some states.

"These are current reali-
ties and the All Progres-

sives Congress (APC) will
not play politics with mat-
ters of life and our collec-
tive wellbeing as a nation.

"As a progressive party in
government, we are fully-
focused on identifying and
bringing to book the per-
petrators and sponsors of
this hydra-headed insecu-
rity monster and consoli-

-dating on our visible devel-

opment strides. While the
party sympathises with all
affected by the security in-
cidents, we call on all to
unite against insecurity and
criminality, however ex-
pressed,” the party stated.

The party added thatitis
only in safety that Nigeni-
ans can enjoy the current
agriculture revolution
which has seen the coun-
try achieve self-sufficiency
in rice and other staple
food items.

"Only in safety can we
enjoy the current infra-
structure revolution thathas
witnessed the rehabilita-
tion, construction and re-
construction of over 13,000
kilometers of critical feder-
al roads, construction of
thousands of affordable and
acceptable housing and of-
course the ongoing national
railway projects gainfully
connecting cities and towns
across the country.

"Again, we must not fall
for the plot of sectarian op-
portunists and unpatriotic
partisans who have
swarmed the public space
with divisive rhetoricin fur-
therance of their selfish plot
to exploit the security situ-
ation for hideous gains, It
is dangerous to national
security and we should not
let them succeed. The Pres-
ident Muhammadu Buhari
administration is criminal-

ising crime, not ethnicity.
The president's charge to

the newly-appointed serv-
ice chiefs was clear: “Weare
ina state of emergency. Be
patriotic, serve the country
well, as yourloyalty isto the
country.”

"Qur security services
deserve our continued sup-
portand cooperation as they
undertake their constitu-
tional duty to safeguard cit-
izen's life, property and our
territonal integrity. In our
private and public spaces,
we have a duty to be vigi-
lantand volunteer informa-
tion on strange and suspi-
dous activities around us.
The President Buhari gov-
emment will continue and
strategically deploy all state
resources in achieving pub-
lic safety.

‘We must shun the antics
and activities of unpatriotic
and sectarian opportunists
fanning divisive embers,
promote peaceful coexist-
ence, eschew bitterness
and unite against insecuri-

ty and crime, for the devel-
opment of the country.

“From the Ogbomosho
taxi driver who was bom
and lives his productive life
in Kaduna State; the Igbo
trader who is the Chairman
of the Ladipo spare parts
market associationin Lagos
state to the Kano-born Hau-
sa businessman investing
and building sugar, ce-
ment, petrochemical plants
around the country and

employing thousands.

“Despite our natural dif-
ferences in culture, religion
and ethicities, we are more
patriotic, alike and united
than bigots, sectarian op-
portunists and unpatriotic
partisans try to make us
believe, We have a collec-
tive stake in our country’s
security and ensuring that
Nigeria works forall," APC
stated.

svemes Avuvaiar St JBandits shoot 9 police officers dead

Bello of Niger state h
again cried out over thein-
cessant invasion of commu-
nities in the state by ban-
dits, pointing out that no
fewer than 50 villages have
been sacked in five local
government areas of the
State.

This, he said, was caus-
ing not only serious hu-

in Kebbi

tack. "DPO Sakaba, eight
other policemen and two

i police com  'yan-sa-kais' lost their lives
%ﬁﬁ%ﬂmg a gun duel with the

killing of nine of its personnel ~ bandits on Sunday at about

“1including a divisional police
““officer (DPO) by bandits in
~.Sakaba LGA of the state.

Naf'u Abubakar, Tl e.fcfiQ&II]l'
mand spokesperson, said the
—officers were&’dl_l

: : ed duringa -
manitarian but also finan-<_gun duel with the banditson _

Exporters (I&E) window even as the volume of

dollars traded rose by 48 percent.
fI))é;:a [m(m FMDQ showed that the volumet of ‘%i:%lirg
traded (turnover) in the window rose to :

million frorn $32.01 million last week Friday.

cial crisis to the slate, Sunday,

Consequently, he called” ™ Two “Yan Sa Kai" (local
on all stakeholders in the vigilantes) and an unknown
twenty-five local govern-  number of residents also lost
ment areas to brace up to  their lives in the bandits' at-

14:30howrs, " Abubakar said.

The bandits were said to
have attacked five villages
namely Dankolo, Sakaba,
Makuku, Dokar Kambari

-and Kurmin Hodo.

NAN quoted Salisu Adamu,
aresident, as saying they also
carted away some livestock.

“Bandits attacked our vil-
lages since around 8:00a.m,
Please we need your prayers,”

Adamu said.

"They carted away thou-
sands of cattle from Dankolo,
Sakaba, Makuku, Dokar
Kambari and Kurmin Hodo
villages and many food items
as they came with more than
100 motorcycles, well-armed.

‘They started shooting spo-
radically which prompted the
village people to flee for safety
in different directions.”

The country has continued
towitness an increase in secu-
rity threats- ranging from
robbery to kidnappings and
killings.



