Bandits kill 3 abducted university students

*They're daily sacking more villages; Niger Gov cries out
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andits who kid
B_nappea unspecified

number of students at the
Greenfield University, lo-

cated at Kasarami v
"_off Kaduna-Abuja Road

Tuesday night kid-
napped an unspecified
number of students at the
institution located at Kasa-
Tami village off Kaduna-

~Abuja Road in Chikun

LGA.
"The remains of three
students were found today

1n Chikun Local Govern-

(Friday), in Kwanan Ba-

i ment Area of K ture village, a location
€ Tast Tuesday have close to the university and

shot dead three of the

—abducted students. Thisis
just as Niger State Gov-
ernor, Abubakar Sani
Bello has cried out that
bandits were daily sack-
ing villages and sending
more of the people to the
Internally Displaced Per-
sons, IDPs camps across
the state

The remains—of-the
killed students of ‘Green-
field University were
found _yesterday in
Kwanam Baturevillage, a_
location close to the uni-
versity, according to the
State commissioner for
Internal Security and
Home Affairs, Mr Samuel
Aruwan. He said the
corpses of the students
have been evacuated to
a mortuary. The state
government is yet to con-
firm the exact number of
students of the universi-
ty who have been taken
hostage.

In a statement he is-
sued yesterday, the com-
missioner said, “In an act
of mindless evil and
sheer wickedness, the
armed bandits who kid-
napped students of
Greenfield University,
have shot dead three of
the abducted students.
The armed bandits on

have been evacuated to a
mortuary by the Commis-
sioner, Internal Security
and Home Affairs, and
Force Commander, Oper-
ation Thunder Strike,
Lt.Col. MH Abdullahi."

The killing is sheer
wickedness

—Gov El-Rufai

- Aruwan said, "Nasir el-
Rufai, the state governor
described the killing of
the students as sheer
wickedness, inhumanity
and an outright desecra-
tion of human lives by vile
entities. The governor
said the bandits represent
the worst of humankind
and must be fought at all
cost for the violent wick-
edness they represent.
Evil would not triumph
over God-given humani-
ty. He further appealed to
citizens to come together
against the forces of
darkness challenging the
very existence of the Ni-
gerian State.

“The Governor, on be-
half of the Government
and people of Kaduna
State sent deep condo-
lences and empathy to
the students’ families and
the university communi-
ty, as he prayed for the

repose of their souls. The
Government will keep cit-
izens informed of further
developments.”

Kaduna State Govern-
ment has a policy of nol
paying ransom to kidnap-
pers as the governor, Na-
sir El-Rufai, said il would
encourage more kidnap-
pings. He has repeatedly
declared that bandits
should be killed in order
to end banditry in the
country.

Kaduna is one of the
states in Nigeria most af-
fected by rampant kid-
nappings by bandits in
recent times.

The attack on the uni-
versity is the third time
bandits were attacking
schools in Kaduna this
year.

On March 11, bandits
stormed Federal College
of Forestry Mechanisa-
tion, Afaka-Kaduna in Ig-
abi Local Government
Area and abducted 39 stu-
dents. Five of the students
escaped from the bandits
and five others were later
released on health grounds
while 29 of the students are
still in captivity.

Two days after the attack
in Afaka, gunmen attacked
Government Science Sec-
ondary School, Ikara in Ka-
duna but the planned ab-
duction of the students was
foiled by security opera-
tives.

Earlier on March 6, gun-
men, armed with danger-
ous weapons attacked the
Junior Staff Quarters of the
Kaduna International Air-
port and abducted some
members of staff and their
families.

One of the vicims, who is
a member of staff of the
Nigerian Airspace Man-
agement Agency
(NAMA), was kidnapped
with his wife, five children,
and three other persons
who had visited them.

Elsewhere, the wife and
child of an employee of the
Nigerian Meteorological
Agency (NIMET) were
also kidnapped during the
attack. The Regional Man-
ager of NIMET in the
North Central, Sani Ma-
jidadi said that the gun-
men invaded the junior
staff quarters at the airport
and broke into two apari-
ments. Majidadi explained
that the gunmen, in their
large number, came
through a bush from Ifira
Village and cut the air-side
perimeter fence before
gaining access into the staff
quarters,

According to him, the
armed men escaped into
the bush upen hearing the
gunshots from the security
operatives. In 2020, sever-
al workers were kid-
napped, and one person
was killed by bandits, a sit-
uation that prompted the
Kaduna State government
to deploy troops along the
Airport Road.

Bandits are daily sacking
our villages
—Gov Bello

Meanwhile, Governor
Abubakar Sani Bello of
Niger State has expressed
worty about the continued
invasion and sacking of
villagers from their ances-
tral homes in different parts
of the state which he said
has been increasing the
population of Internally

displaced Persons in the
vanous camps across the
state. In the past three days,
there had been more influx
of more displaced persons
from Chiro, Kuchi and
Guni to IDP Camp in Gwa-
da.

The Governor, while
empathizing with the dis-
placed persons, said secu-
nity efforts were being in-
tensified to bring an endur-
ing solution to the inces-
sant afttacks by the bandits.

“Government is not un-
mindful of the precarious
situation you found vour-
selves in as we are making
frantic efforis to intervene
and ensure that vour com-
munities are rid of those
criminal elements and
made safe for vour return,”
he remarked.

Governor Sani Bello ac-
knowledged the fact that
most of the displaced per-
sons were predominantly
farmers and needed to go
back to their homes ahead
of the coming rainy season.




