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Priest, 17 others killed
* Those killed were about 18 including a Priest—Comn winify
- member *We can only confirm 6 dead —Police »As En g

CP orders full scale investigation inio Adani killings *killings
by herdsmen provocative —Ohanaeze
*Umahi visits affected communities expresses sadness
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ois! priest was also

Dave Umahi, who visited the
affacied commmunities, said -
l herdsmen in the arezswho
the siate govemment had an

romthyyihe herdemen Bt fhe

undersianding with. commii-

Pe i mhonyi sald ondy six
e were jeilled,

Toe Ebonys atizck came as
the Cormpnssioner of Police,
Enugu Siaie Police Com-
Mohammed Ndatsy
|, pesterday, ardered full
srake investigation 4o unrayel
the aroumsiznoes which led to
T vialenocihaicamed Hves
2t Adanl. 270-Uwani Local
Ceorrernmment Aves of Emaguon
Sunday night

The Eronyi incdent came as
asinacioheindigenes While
4 resisert who <id not want
Izis marae in priol said 18 per-
SRS Were ?J)r:d by fhe herds-
men i Ishielu, another resi-
dent said 10 persons were
e,

“e are MOUrning, we e in
SErious mowrmng since late
hiouss of WMonday. Herdsmen
uyvaded our communiiies and
messacred gur people. As we
speak. 18 pensoas were skaugh -
tered like animals. They
matnhed many of our peo-
e, humt vehides, motorcycles
andloated our properiies,” the
resident said.

Chayman of lshielu Local
Coverprpent Area, Sunday
Eze, and Compmissioner for
Lusiness Devejopmment in the
state, Dr Slephen Odo, who
fezils from e jocal govem-
e, led a tean of securty
agents (o e communities and
cotadnied the families of those
Yilis=3 iny Whe invasion.

Tharzy assusedd tivd govermn-
e weald ek proactive
measises 1 nvesigate the
AACH.

Willsen ortacied, the Folice
Ful A Redavieons Cffiner i s
shate, DSF LoseAly Odaly, oon-
fimned thw padent but said
Dby S Poujsie wese confinmed
ddead

She sabd: “The Commis-
syt o Polior dedegaied a
Veasr: of pobicemsa (or on-he-
fipd assemment becanse of

gy

ted the l=vac.

He said those who migrated
10 the area were convinced to
leave, adding that the kKillings
ook place afier they had lefi.

"Wie feel 5o sad that this kind
0f thing should happen in cur
stale. | am going to escala
this to the highest authorifi
in the counfry o ensure these
people don't get away with
fis,” the govemnor stated.

Inanother development, fol-
lowing the unabated Jalings
and destruction of properties
in Effium and Fzza-Effium
comrmugities in Ohaukwu Lo-
cal Government Area of Ebo-
nyl State, Governor David
Umabhi, yesterday said the
stakeholders arrested in con-
nection with the crsis would
remain in detention untl
peace retumed fo the area.

The governor, who stated this
during the second round of
meetings fo resolve the issue,
which staried on Monday at
the Christian Ecumenical
Cenre, Abakallild, wamed that
if the killings continued, his ad-
ministraion would charge
those indicied for murder

Hevisited the war-tom com-
mmunifies yesterday and as-
sured them of government's
commiiment {owards ensur-
ing lasting peace in Efumand
Ezza Effiurn in the state.

Umali also visiied Ishiely
LGA 1o ascertain the current
situalion of the recent killings
and condole with the tamilies
of the deceased

He said: "The killings should
stop Irom twday; i it contin-
wes, [ will hunt for the leadeps
and charge tem for murder
Enough s enough. You have o
Iot 1o lose if the crists contin.
w5, Yo cant call for genoado
afjainst o people. The ring
rond project maybe delayed
the crisis cantiyues.

Whesyyou see evil,you have
0 spxeak out, I oommend ihose

of youwhohave done that. I'm
pleading with you, | am beg-
gingyou ThereSa way you wi
continue to kill, the state will
nse against you. | feel so sad.
Let us stop this kilting..] have
no money to reburild houses. I
1 am to do that, it will be in
Ezza - Ezilo. The people we are
holding, we will continue to
bold them.”

The meeting ended with a
strong commitment by both
sides, Effiumn and Ezza Effium,
tolive together m peaceas they
apologized to themselves and
to the state government for the
carmage that took placein their
respeciive commnities.

“Wewant to apalogize to the
state government for the crisis
n our communities. We prom-
e tolive together in peace. We
say no to crisis and war”

Enugu CP orders
full scale

investigation

OCn the killing in Adani, Enu-
qu State commissioner who
visited the scene of violence
with heads of sister security
agenaes in the state an Moi-
day for an on-the -spot-asse-
ment of damages, assuresd tha
his men would callaborale
with other security agendies in
the state to forestall further oc-
CUWITENCE.

Spokesman ol the com-
mand, Daniel Ndukwe, said n
a statement that lhe police
commissioner equally called
on the members ol the corm-
munity e eschew vialence and
be their brothers' keepers.

The statement read: "Tha
Commissioner of Police, Enu-
qu State Command, CP Mo-
hammed Ndatsu Aliyu, in the
early hours of March 29, 2021,
led a team of heads of sister
security agencies in the state
and the executive chairman
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Face-off: Okorocha, Imo mx

*Okorocha now enemy of Imo, committed a
*Your action disgraceful —Okorocha

By Chinonso Alozie

\WERRI—THE battle be

tween former governor
Rochas Okorocha and the tra-
ditional ruler of Obinugwu
community in Orlu local gov-
emment area of Imo State, Eze
Cletus Nomunanya, appeared
tohavenoend.

Vanguard gathered yesterda
that the duo of Okﬂrgc&’ha anzi’
lomuanya are still talking
tough after they clashed on
board an aircrafi from Imo
Afrport to Abuja.

llomuanya who is also a
former chairman of Imo tradi-
tonal rulers coundil, through
his Media Adviser Kennedy
Eweama, said: "The attention
of the Obj of Obinugwu and
C]xapcelloz Federal Universi-
ty. Bimin Kebbi, Kebbj State,
His Royal Majesty, Eze (Dr)
Cletus Ikechukwuy {lmmmnym
CON, has been drawn toq nus-
duevous and mis) eading infor-
mation, alleging that he grant-
od interview to g pews outlit
called DIGEST, wheroin he

urportedly distaneed himseli
om the news of the pummel-
ling of tormer govemop Roel-
as w@kmwjm side Afr Pesice,

he said epor is lalse and
never happeniet. Cze omuan-

yanever spoke to anyone from
DIGEST

"The public is accordingly
advised lo discountenance the
report obviously planted by
Okorocha's media goons to di-
veri publicatiention. Okorocha
is an enemy of Imo people and
will remain so until he is
deansed. No amount of media
washing even with while paint
can deanse him of his iniqui-
tes. His pariah status in Imo is
indelible," the monarch
wamed.

Reacting through his Special
Adviser on Media, Sam On-
wuemeodo, Okorocha said:
"The little minded element bow
hind the stary wrote: Eze Clo-
tus llomuanva aboard Air
Pogee flight to Abuja this mom-
g, accosted Sen. Rochas Oko-
rocha sitting nest to him and
exploded with so much rago
and royal anger.

"It Senator Okorocha hadd
seenhisbrother lomuanya an
chose to sit close o him, that
action should ba highty cony-
mencted aned .-appl.lnld(v(‘(,

“Ttshowed that Okorocha had
behaved not only as a Chiis-
tan but as a statesan . I
showed that he hag nothing
Personal against lumoanya,
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