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indigene of the local government
area, could not be reached at press
time, as calls and message sent to
his phone and WhatsApp were not
answered.
The Police said they were on top
of the situation, but the Enwang
community wants reinforcement
from other sister security agencies
to safeguard lives and property.
Police Public Relations Officer,
Odiko MacDon, said: "We are on it.
men are on ground there.”

One dies in Edo
community clash

Fire guts Nsukka timber market, razes N200m worth

of goods
By Ikechukwu Odu

NSUKKA—Goods worth
millions of naira were
reportedly destroyed as fire razed
Nsukka timber market, Nsukka
Local Government Area of Enugu
State, Monday.

Tt was gathered that the fire razed
about 20 shops, destroying timber
materials and machines before

Meanwhile, there were fear and - ) :
A t nnel from Nsukka Fire Service

anxiety in Iggrra, Akoko-Edo Local ot the fire. f )
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E al government boss, Cosmas
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which opens once in four days, Was  “ypi0 reacting to the incident,
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the killing.
Vanguard gathered that there
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chairman of the market association,
Eze, who said he was saddened
y the development, called on

sof D
a clash between two group = vernment and good spirited
mas s, Vou o tj;:UD Fhdividuals to come fo the aid of the
annual Elkuochi festival 1ha, victims to start life over again.

injuries as

tiey were inflicted with machetes
and axes. Among the injured was
the chairman, Police Community
Relations Committee (PCRC), Chief
Folorunsho Okomaym.
t, another version said the

might not be far
clashes among rival cult groups I

e state. .

A member of the vigilante group
in Igarra locality said: ‘After the
annual Ekuochi festival, there 15
always the mermment later in the
evening when several masquerades
and young people come backtotown
o continue the celebrations.

w(yn Monday, there were two
mastuerades that were permu

He said: "Goods worth over N200
million were damaged by this
incident, It affected at least 20
traders. ] want government at both
state and local government levels
to come to our assistance to enable

; ]\: the victims to continue with their
from the on-going \ p . cinesses.

"I also want them to sink a
borehole for us here and equally
give us a fire-fighting vehicle to
curtail incidences like this from re-

One of the victims, Harrison
Nweke, said he lost two lister
generators, goods and eight
jechnical machines, all totalling to
about N19 million.

Nweke, a father of five, also added
that all his savings were consumed
by the fire incident, calling on the
governments at all levels to come to
his assistant.

Other victims also called on the
government for assistance to start
fheir businesses from the scratch.
They also begged the government
for a permanent solution to the
incessant fire outbreak in the markel.

Chairman of the council area,
Ugwueze, who was at the scene of
the incident for an on-the-spot
assessment, charged the market
association to constitute a panel of
inquiry to unravel the remote and
immediate causes of the fire
outbreak.

The chairman, who also

pathised with the vicims for
their losses at this time of national
economic crunch, also pledged to
assist the victims, adding: 'As a
government, we would also
investigate the incident, It is no
longer ordinary because there was
a fire outbreak almost this time last
yeat So, all hands must be on deck
to find a lasting solution to this
incessant outbreaks.

Chairm.iiz, Nsukka EEA, Enugu
{middlej, assessing the extent of damage at the
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scene of fire outbreak.

2 suspected cultists arrested, others
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terrorising the area. i
“While expressing his|
elation at the report,/
Governor Nasir el-Rufai

successful  expedition. |
Aggressive patrols will
rontinue in the general area.”
| He warned that any locals |
found  harbouring or|
Erov’iding medical aid to |
andits with bullet wounds |

wﬂl be charged as bandits.

injured in gun battle with Police

By Adelaja Abosede

DEMONIUM broke out

in Igbelara area of Ikorodu,

Lagos State, yesterday, after

suspected members of the Aiye

confraternity opened fire on a

team of policemen, who had gone
there o restore peace.

However, at the end of the
crossfire, two suspected cultists—
Waliyu and . Timileyin
Omobolaji—were arrested with
wounds, while others, who were
injured were taken to the
hospital,

A cut-to-size pistol, 10
expended cartridges and six life
ammunition were recovered from
the cultists.

For two weeks, there has been
a crisis between rival cult groups
in the area. Unconfirmed reports
said some of them, including
innocent residents, were killed in
the process, with several others
injured.

Explaining, the Lagos State

Police Command image-maker,
CSP Olumuyiwa Adejobi, said:
“The Police responded to a
distress call from members of the
public that some suspected
cultists were seen at Igbelara area
with dangerous weapons to
foment troubles. The policemen,
with the help of some community
members, raced to the scene, only
for the deadly gang to open fire
on them.

“The operatives, in a swift
reaction, responded and engaged
the men, leaving some of them
injured. They fled with bullet
wounds. Two.of them were
eventually arrested, while the
injured ones have been taken to
hospital.

"The Commissioner of Police,
Lagos State, Hakeem Odumosu,
has appealed to the general
public, especially medical
practitioners, to alert the police
whenever they come across any
of the fleeing suspected cultists
with bullet wounds.
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