2 killed, houses, vehicles bumt in Anambra
m dbﬂ.lte e IGP orders AlG Zone 173 to investigate
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WKA A L0 year-old

oman and middle
aged man have Tos! (heir
tves, While several houses
and vehicles worth millions
ol naira were destroyed in a

cles, My Range Rover Sport
was burnt beyond repair; |
later contacted the Army
Trgiment in Onitsha who
amutsled us in towineg the car
0 Awkuzu SARS where it is
parked.”

He added: "The land in

Tand dispute nl‘bLkuu;h_'___{ﬁ',”'”””" is kniown as Nwo-
‘ vi . W have been living there

rom birth. Our forefathers

ernment area of Anambra

The land in dispute popu
Jatly known a and
consists of several eslates

hamely Aamiral, NewW

erl i
Paradise, One Heart, Trini-

=2ven lived there, Our family
has been in possession of the:

“ land for many years,
—“In 1922, our neighbour-

mqg community laid claim to
e land and we defeated
Mem in a court judgment

and since then, peace had

“Ty, Oganiru, God's Lane,
JEM‘ e (K VICW, 15

owned by Umuobia Family
of Amuche Ndia
welle E; |

- v -
The woman whose name

wag given as Mrs. Comfo

~continued to reign until
2013 when someone from
our neighboruing village
who was chairman of our
illage vigilante trespasged
into the land with caterpil-
and thugs, My uncle

~who wanted to find out what

“Ani Ifrom Ugbawka in

the mother of one of the oc-

was happening was at-
tacked and he later died as

'mpanfb in the estate, sﬁe 18 *ﬂ-ﬁ&:sult Of that attack,

__snllin the mortuary.

She allegedly died of
shock after witnessing the
destruction of her son's man-
sion in the estate,

It was gathered that some
people from a neighbouring
village in the area on vari-
ous occasions, swooped on
the estate with suspected
thugs and ETOus Weap-
ons during which the two
persons lost their lives and
property worth millions of
naira were destroyed,

The Inspector General of
Police, IGE Mohamimed Ad-
armnu, in a letter signed by his
Principal Staff Officer, DCP
ldowu Owuhunwa, has di-
rected the Assistant Inspec-
tor General of Police, AlG,
in charge of Zone 13, Ukpo

Dunufmﬁa in Anambra
State 1o investigate the inci-
dent immediately,

A member of the family
that claimed ownership of
the land, M. Ikenna Okaf-
or, whose SUV car was
burnt during the attack said

enerations of his family

ad lived on the said land
without molestation and
wondered why their neigh-
bours from another village
should start now to claim
the land after the area was
completely built up,

In an emotion-laden voice,
Okafor said: "As early as
8.0am, our opponents start-
ed massive destruction of
houses and burning of vehi-

“During the recent COV-

ID-19lockdown when every-
body was indoors, they went
into the land and dismantled
the security tower mounted
there, When we saw what
ha ed, we petitioned the
1GP who referred the mat-
ter to the Commissioner of
Police Anambra State in
July this year, By then, t
had entered the land wit
thugs and used bulldozer to
destroy buildings and vehi-
cles,
"We rushed to 33 police
stations where we made en-
try and the Divisional Crime
Officer, DCO, there mobi-
lized his men to the site,
When they got there, the po-
lice discovered that a large
number of thugs had laid
siege on our land, He as-
gured us that to the police
headcquarters in Awka would
he contacted to invite the
leader of the group who is
well known at the police cir-
cle hecause of his position
as our local vigilante chalr-
man.

“On 28 July, they entered
the land again and it was
this time that they destroyed
a Range Rover helonging to
Uchechukwu Uka wfm isa
member of my family, In
fact, Uchechukwu narrowly
escaped death as the thugs
chased him away from the
area.”

According to him, “initial-
ly, it was the Anambra CP

that referred us to SARS
Awkiiza, Howevet, the ac
tiom of SAHRS surpriserd us a%
thery cClaimmed that they conild
not enter the land becanse
thes thiaggs were Sk nary.
“Ihe tollowing day, the
thugs destroyed another
pathfinder Jeep and st it
ablaze and we informed
SARS of the development,
The SAKRS asked us to Te
prepared to take thexn o fhe
people behind the mayhern
tey arrest them by 10.pr.
“When we got thexe, thesy
arrested two thugs, One of
the: suspected thugs contact-
ed hig colleagues on phone
and before we knew what
was happening, thexe was
firing everywhere such that
the men of SARS even ran
away.
"We also ran away only for
us to discover that all the ve-
hicles there, including Hilux
vansg belonging to SARS,
had been vandalized, As we
approached our homes, we
iscovered that our houses

il s (gt eetts. | ol ity it
the men A he Nigeriat
Arrey, Cvintgha b régerre
seey car frenn the s s

The surprising v s
that those Wi, wese sug
i) Uy Tk B 1ARESS e 2
the SARS peghe of taing
s,

O fasgust 5, we gatl
tiomex the [CF and shcmed
T all the destruction. O
temiaits in e variors estatis,
whose houses wers dé.
stroryed alse petitiones e
VOV The: ruffiess of e of e
tenants was killed during
the afiack.

"The IGP men catne lox 2
rest feonn Abnip and thery rocr
bilized more SAKS mern
from Awkuzn. By the time
thery got to the scene, more
destruction had taken phace
at the estate by susperes
thugs loaded in two shuttle
bsses,”

2023: It’s our turn now,
S’West leaders

By Omeiza Ajayi

q BUJA—IGBO leaders

e told their counter-
parts in the North and South-
west to stop arrogating to
themselves the sole power to
decide the fate: of Nigeria, say-
ing the Igho have come of age
and deservea shot at the pres-
idencyin 2023,

They made the demand ata
news conferenice weekend in
Abuja under the auspices of
Glohal Movement for Igho
President GLOMIP 2023 and
the Ohanaeze Ndigho UK &
Northern Ireland.

Speaking at the event, a
former governor of Anambra
State, Chief Chukwuemeka
Fzeife called for a restructur-
ing of the federation. He add-
ed that the Igbo are alreacly
projecting some persons for
the 2023 presidential contest.

He also dismissed concerns
that the Igho are republican
in nature and may not be able
to unite for a common cause,
especially with regards to the
2023 presidency,

Ezeife said: "If you mention
some names, they are not Igho
enough and are not accept-
able at all to us because we

know thesy will sefl ot So, we
will bring somebody whowil
shiow love to all, show et
Hausa, Yoruba and ' 1 g
brothers and to all Nigerians.
It is too early to narme narnes
but we are already projecting
SOTNE PEOPIE.

"Tf Nigeria is wedl organised,
everybody will be happy and
the: Igbos will be the happiest
because we want the largest
market possible to trade in’.

He recalled that there was
a time when the World Bani
declared that some parts of
Nigeria were growing faster
than the rest of the world.
"Then what happened? There
was a coup in 1966 and from
then, we started 1o take giant
steps backwards. We must
know where our problems
started.

"We need to go back towhat
used to work and instead of
regions, we may use the cur-
rent six geo-political zones.
They can be adjusted but i
must be based on faimess.
Some people in the North be-
lieve that restructuring is
about resource control or that

when werestructure, thesy will
lose: oil momey. This is ot frue.
A good leader will national-
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