13 soldiers, 17 Boko Haram/ISwap

T less than 13 soldiers of
‘ 198 battalion were killed
Tuesday along I_)amboa-
Maiduguri highway 11l Borno
State when they ran into an
ambush laid by Boko Haram/

ISWAP terrorists. .

However, 17 of the terrorists
were killed by troops of Operation

Lafiya Dole in a counter-ambush

attack at Damboa same day.

vanguard gathered that the
soldiers of 198 battalion were on

a clearance operation at Bulabulin

to ensure smooth access for

motorists when they ran into an
ambush laid by the terrorists.

Sources knowledgeable about

the attack, who preferred

anonymity, told Vanguard that

the soldiers who were of 198

battalion, were killed when their

patrol vehicle ran into an

Improvised Explosive Device

which exploded, killing eleven

soldiers whose vehicle was
mangled beyond recognition by
the impact of the explosion.

However, confirming the
development, the military high
command remained silent on the
Bulabulin ambush and the
casualty.

It only gave an update on the
Damboa counter ambush during
which 17 Boko Haram terrorists
and two soldiers lost their lives,
bringing total number of soldiers
killed to 13.

The military high command
said: _“In continuation of their
sustained onslaught against
remnants of Boko Haram/Islamic
State’s West African Province
criminals and their collaborators,

killed in Bomo attacks

the gallant troops o
Lafiya Dole undgr thfa ?&f Tatiop
operation, Operation KaslllcthalY
Jimlan, on Tuesday, Jyjo 2
successfully eliminatedy L
terrorists after a counter-amy !
along Damboa-Maiduguri rush
in Borno." %ad

In a statement b .
General John Yﬁrxfﬁ?
Coordinator, Defence Media
Operations, the military noteq
that the troops displayed theijr
combat superiority against the
terrorists, as part of their
heightened offensive operations
across the theatre.

The statement read: “Relatedly,
on Tuesday, July 7, 2020, the
troops of 25 Task Force Brigade
deployed at Damboa in
conjunction with elements of
Sector 2 Special Forces while on
clearance operations along
Damboa - Maiduguri road, made
contact with a Boko Haram/
Islamic State's West Africa
Province criminals' ambush team
along their axis of advance.

“Instinctively, the valiant troops
outflanked and engaged the
criminals with overwhelming

- volume of fire power, forcing them

to withdraw in disarray.
“In the aftermath of the

encounter, 17 Boko Haram/

Islamic State's West Africa
Province criminals Wwer€
neutralized as several others
were believed to have
narrowly escaped with varying
degrees of gunshot wounds,
while a cache of arms an
ammunition were equally
captured by the gallant troops-



