EL ZAKZAKY: One dead in Sokoto protest,
IMN confirms talks to free leader

G‘N_E_pe;sea—waﬁs—;e—fbers got busy pelting
ortedly kille stones on operatives and

Friday in a clash between _operational vehicles with
Thmmm to escalate the situ-

the Islamic Movement of

ation.

NrgenaTMN alsoknown =~ However, the situation

the incident occurred at
Dambuwa area of the town.

The clas de-
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@ i'ites, who were

protesting the continued
incarceration of their lead-
er, Ibrahim El-Zakzaky, re-
portedly chanted deroga-
tory words against Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari.

A statement by Sokoto
State Police Command
said the group protested
with the intention of caus-
ing unrest.

The statement signed by
Muhammed Sadiq did not
state if anyone was killed.

The statement reads:
“Preliminary investigation
revealed that a group of
peaple suspacted ts be
members of the proseribed |
Shi'ite Group, came out
along Old Airport road
with the intent of carrying
out a procession.

“Upon confirmation of
intention by security oper-
atives, the gathering was
immediately dispersed us-
ing minimal force, while
the said suspecied mem-

was seamlessly brought

Residents of the city said - under control shortly after

the situation came to fore
by the Joint Operatives.

~ “The Sokoto State Police
monium amoang residents {

Command calls for calm
as normalcy has since been
restored and urge mem-
bers of the public to go
about their lawful busi-
nesses without any fear as
the Command has em-
placed adequate security
arrangements to forestall
any reoccurrence of such.”
Shitte.

Meanwhile, IMN lead-
ership in a chat with
Sunday Vanguard said
some diplomats and elder
statesmen are in talks with
the Federal Government
for the release of Zakzaky.
It, however, accused the
government of frustrating
the negotiations. (See in-
terview on page 23).

| was misquoted — Gbadamosi, ex-Lagos
gov candidate

By Olasunkanmi Akoni

OVERNORSHIP can

idate of the Action
Democratic Party, ADP forLa-
gos State in the 2019 general
elections, Mr Babatunde
Olalere Gbadamosi, says he
was quoted out of confext in
his comment on the gun al-
fad<on former President Good-
lack Jonathan'’s Bayelsa resi-

dence, aswell as the release of

Sambo Dasuki and Omoyele
Sowore.

Gbadamosi, popularly
called BOG,was quoted to
have said that the release of
Dasuki and Sowore was hur-
riedly done to divert public fo-
cus away from the assassina-

tion attempt by gunmen on
Jonathan in Otuoke, which
sameday.

Recall that a security post
stationed near the Otuoke res-
idence of former President
Jonathan in Bayelsa State was
attacked by unknown gunmen
early Tuesday.

Gbadamosi spoke during
the weekend while briefing the
media on the state of the na-
bon in Lagos,

‘A couple of days ago 1 post-
edatweetwherel thanked Pres-
ident Muhammadu Buhari for
the release of Dasuki and So-
wore and I said further thatthe
release was timely to divert
public attention away from the
attack on President Jonathan.
This was simply my opinion
and observaton.

"As far as I could see, I felt

UBEC lauds increased enroliment in Ondo
primary schools

By Dayeé Johison, Akiire

"['HE menitonng {eam
{ the Universal Ba-

cir Hdunratinn mic.

ernment across the state
had significantly in-
creased enrollment in pub-
lic primary schools,
Osondu thus commend-

Earlier, the SUBEB
chairman, Princess Ola-
dunni Odu, expressed ap-
preciation to the monitor-
ing team for their com-
mendation.

like government might want
to douse tension from the ten-
sion that might be generated
by the attack by focussing at-
tention of the public on the re-
lease of the gentlemen, while
carrying out investigation at
Otuoke which was my person-
al opinion and not historical
fact.

“To my surprise, I saw a post
by one senior government of-
ficial by name, Kikelomo
Olowolagba, saying that I stat-
ed in my tweet that the release
was to divert public attention
from assassination attempt on
Jonathan, ascribing it to me.
He went further to state fact
had revealed the reason - for
attack on Jonathan was the
reason Federal Government
categorically released Sowore
and Dasuki.

“Butthat's notthe truth. What
I simply stated was my opin-
ionwhich I'mentitled to. Butif
the public space hashecome
where opinion can'tbe stat-
ed freely, then we are really in

trouble in this country.
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