Woman, sister, two sons die in collapsed building -

*Flood sweeps away boy, rescuer
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The Aboru and Iyana-Ipa-
ja incident threw residents
into mourning after flood
swept away the 11-year-old
boy and his rescuer into a ca-
nal linking Aboru and Iya-
na-Ipaja on Ige Road, after
the overflow of the canal as
a result of storm water.

It was gathered that two
young boys sent by their par-
ents to buy cooking gas at a
gas station fell into the drain
through which water passed
into the canal.

“Three young men at-
tempted rescuing the boys
and succeeded in rescuing
the older one, but one of the
rescuers, popularly known

~as Wasiu Stubborn, was
‘Sswept away while trying to

rescue the other vicim!”, an
eyewitness said. .

Anotherresident, MrSule- ..~

iman Adedokun, who oper-
ates a shop beside the canal,
said the rescuer, ‘Wasiu Stub-
born’, entered the drain to

rescue the boy but the flood:

sweptboth of them away into
the canal.

"Wasiu succeeded in rescu-
ing the second boy but his ef-
fort to come out of the drain
proved futile due to the force
of the water”, Adedokun
said,

“Itis the bad road and nar-
row culvert that caused
these deaths because these
two children that fell inside
the drain didn't know it was
there as water covered every-
where.” A furniture makerin
the area, Mr Gift Wejem, la-
mented that flood had sev-
erally swept away furniture,
materials, machines and

generator whenever the ca-
nal overflowed its bank.

However, an officer of the
Lagos State Neighborhood
Safety Corps, LSNC, who
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity, said the agency got
information at about 9:00
am that flood carried away
Wasiu while trying to rescue
two children.

He said that the LSNC had
made efforts and called rel-

evant agencies of govern- -

. ment who, he said, might ar-
rive the scene anytime.

“We are trying to locate the
parents of the children and
also to contact the family of
Wasiu,” the LNSC officer
said.

» Speaking at the scene, Mr
Solomon Agboghoroma, a
Community Development
Association leader in Oki
town, regretted the develop-
ment, blaming the failure of
government to construct a
bridge in the area for such
incidents. -

Narrating the ordeal of
landlords and residents of
the area, Agboghoroma said
that anytime it rained, there

was always flood, saying |

there was the need to expand
Aboru Road and build a
bridge at Cement Bus Stop
to forestall recurrence of
S agedy.
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