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convoy of the minister, led by
his Chief of Staff, Bashir Mai-
Borno, ran into a PDP
campaign event at Dei Dei
Marketon its way tothe palace §

- of Sarkin Jiwa in Jiwa District.

As PDP supporters wereg
chanting Atiku/Obi songs,
displaying the posters of theg

duo and other candidates ofi _ State Saturday, as soldiers
allegedly killed two youths, the soldiers, who were on a :
_simply identified as Tochi and
Ndukwe, in the presence of
Governor Rochas Okorocha at a

the party, ‘APC supporters §
were infuriated and insisted
that the PDP supporters must g
pave way for the convoy of the
minister to pass through. The |
clash started. i

A resident of Jiwa, who did §
not want her name in print, i
told newsmen that the :
community was a PDP
stronghold until recently when i
one Alhaji Musa, one of its|
chieftains joined APC and was §
trying to foist the party on the g
people.

Reacting, Director General, i
FCT APC Campaign Council, |
Musa Mohammed, described §
the incident as unfortunate, §

premeditated. i
He was, however, quick to

dispel the notion that PDP§ =7

supporters or ethnic elements §
were behind the attack. |

SBIdierskiII 2 at Imo APC rally

By Chidi Nkwopara

Reacting, thé state
Commissioner of Police, Mr.

WERRI—TRAGE D-st_’ggck,,, _Dasuki Galadanchi, said that

‘soldiers were suppose
doing at the APC campaign

campaign ground.

Vanguard gathered that
Okorocha, who is the Imo West
senatorial candidate of All
Progressives Congress, APC, was
in the community to canvass for
votes, ahead of the presidential
and National Assembly elections,
when the tragedy
occurred, leaving the governor,
his supporters and Ejemekwuru
indigenes scampering for safety.

Although Vanguard gathered
that
allegedl

the deceased youths- outside the APC c

_ in fisticuffs —arena in Oguta Local
addingthatitmighthavebeeny with the soldiers, it was not clear—_Government Area and Army
_at press time, what led to the — officers, who were on patrol
_ killing of the two young Imo

in Ejemekwuru community, reports reaching him,
Oguta Local Council Area of Imo _ claimed that “only one

youth" was allegedly shot by

patrol in the area.

The Imo police boss also
said his command had not
only intervened, but has also
restored normalcy in the area
and arrested four suspects in
the process.

It’s cult related—~Police
Galadanchi further disclosed
that the issue leading to the
fracas, which resulted in the
loss of lives, was cult related.
Galadanchi said: “The

issue was cult related. Some_
i i s Oguta Local Government,
__which led to the gruesome

youths

aign.

officer shot. We have
‘restored normalcy. As I speak,

I have recovered the plank
and cutlass the youths used
in attacking the soldiers.

"l have recovered the
vehicle belonging to the
APC which the youths
snatched.

“We have made
tremendous progress in the
incident. Four suspects are
in our custody and we are
ready will ensure that Imo

~ continues to be peaceful.”

Meanwhile, the Thedioha
Campaign Organisation,
ICO, has condemned what
it called “the violence that
trailed the APC senatorial
rally of Governor Rochas
Okorocha at Ejemekwuru in

killing of two indigenes of
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disagreement and what the in the area, intervened but
ik’?(”ifhey were attacked by the

ground. .

to be

youths

“In the process, an Army

Ag_wa.l!
Thedioha described the

sons as "totally unacceptable
and a worrisome

~ development.”
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