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Three soldiers roasted in tanker fire explosion in Cross River
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By Emma Una

NEWS / COMMENTS

CALABAR—It was gathered yesterday that three soldiers were among six people
burnt to death in Ilwuru, Biase Local Government Area of Cross River State
Wednesday night when a tanker laden with petroleum products crashed and

exploded along the Calabar - lkom highway.

An eyewitness, who gave her name as Agnes, said the incident which occurred
seventy kilometres away from Calabar occurred when the taker developed break
problem and in an attempt to manoeuvre the truck by the driver no to hit other
vehicles that it fell into a ditch.
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The soldiers, according to Agnes, were travelling in opposite direction when the
accident occurred actually stopped their vehicle to rescue the tanker’s driver and

his conductor when the tanker exploded and the resultant fire engulfed them.

“When the tanker fell into the gutter, smoke started coming out and the soldiers,
who were in a vehicle heading to Calabar quickly stopped their van and went to
rescue the driver and the conductor but suddenly the tanker burst into flames

and they were caught in the fire,” Agnes said.

She one of the soldiers managed to escape with severe burns and was later taken

to the Akamkpa General Hospital for medical attention.

When Vanguard reporter visited the scene yesterday morning, the fire was still
smouldering and the body of one of the soldier was seen lying face down while

those of two others were some metres away and left with just bones.

Captain Owolabi, the Army Public Relations Officer for the Akim Brigade of the
Nigerian Army, Calabar, said he was yet to be briefed on the matter. “ | am not

aware of any such incident. Let me confirm and get back to you soon,” he said.
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Six killed in Cross 1dies, 2 iniured as One dead, 5 cars
River tanker vehicle falls into gully  burnt as tanker
explosion in Cross River explodes on East-

West Road
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