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By Evelyn Usman , Bose Adelaja, Ebun Sesou and Monsuru Olowoopejo
The death toll from Tuesday’s five-storey building collapse in Lekki area of
Lagos , rose to 34 yesterday, with the recovery of sixteen additional bodies,

all males.

Rescue work was concluded at about 7.20 pm, with all rescue operators
comprising the National Emergency Management Agency , Lagos State
Emergency Management Agency, the Nigeria Red Cross Society, the Lagos
State Fire Service and the Nigeria Police Force , vacating the scene. So far,

13 persons were rescued alive.

This is just as the Lagos State Police Command has arrested contractor of
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the collapsed building, Mr Odofin Taiwo, over the incident.

Also, identity of
the nursing
mother whose
body and that of
her baby were
brought out from
the rubble
Tuesday, has
been identified as

Arlette Josia.

Besides,

Scenes from the scene of the collapsed building

reliminar

!O . .y at Kusenla road, lkate, Elegushi, Lekki, Lagos,
investigation has
yesterday.
revealed that the
building was
served a contravention notice for exceeding the approved floors.
Consequently, the building was said to have been sealed by the Lagos State

Building Control Agency.

But owners of the building, Messrs Lekki Worldwide Estate Limited, LWE,
promoters of Lekki Gardens, allegedly unsealed the property and continued

construction work, until tragedy struck.

To this effect, all directors of Lekki Worldwide Estate Limited , have been
given a 24-hour ultimatum to submit themselves to the Lagos State

Commissioner of Police, Fatai Owoseni, for interrogation.
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An embittered Governor Akinwunmi Ambode of Lagos who gave the
ultimatum yesterday, threatened that failure of the directors to show up at
the Police Command headquarters within the stipulated time, would lead to

their arrest.

Spokes person for the Lagos State Police Command, Dolapo Badmus,
confirmed the arrest of one of the contractors. She simply told Vanguard

“Yes, | can confirm arrest of Odofin Taiwo.”

Vanguard gathered that rescue operators stopped evacuation at about
9.30pm Tuesday, during which 18 bodies, three of which were of Benin

Republic nationals . They resumed yesterday at about 9am.

The first corpse recovered yesterday was that of one of the labourers

identified simply as Akeem. He was brought out at about 9.53am.

Thirty minutes later, another unidentified person was brought out dead.
Two others were brought out at about 10.25am. Others were recovered by

11am,12.25pm, 1,30pm, 1.55pm and 14.10pm respectively.
Four additional bodies were recovered at about 6:28 pm from the debris.

The recovery of each body was greeted with wailing from sympathisers

who throng the scene.
Already, offensive smell had started emitting from the rubbles.

A woman who claimed to be a relative to the nursing mother whose body
was recovered Tuesday alongside her baby was reportedly sighted at the

scene wailing at about 8.45am yesterday.

http://www .vanguardngr.com/2016/03/building-collapse- 34-confirmed-dead-as-evacuation-ends/ 3/30



3/10/2016 Building collapse: 34 confirmed dead as evacuation ends - Vanguard News

She gave the name of the deceased nursing mother as Arlette Josia.

Late Josia’s relative who claimed to be from Benin Republic disclosed that
the deceased visited Nigeria to get some money to pay the medical bill of

her ailing child, back in Benin Republic.

According to the relation who gave her name simply as Lyndagedro; “News
of the tragic incident filtered into our area in Lokosa, late last night (Tuesday

night) What caught my attention was the woman and her baby .

"Immediately, | remembered that Arlette told me she was coming to meet
her husband, a mason who was working in a site in Lagos. | did not know

the exact location.

“But | was curious and afraid at the same time, following several

unanswered calls to her mobile telephone.

"My husband advised that | should visit Lagos. | left Benin republic as early
as 5am. | started asking for the direction of this place right from the border. |
boarded a bus to Mile 2 and from there to CMS, from where | boarded

another one to this place.

"I was directed to Lagos Island mortuary by some people, where |
requested to see the corpses, only to discover that one of them was that of
Mrs Josia,” she said in tears.

It was observed that the building sank into the ground.

Vanguard gathered that the building sank to the second floor level.
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Confirming the death toll were the Ceneral Manager of the Lagos State
Emergency Management Agency, LASEMA Mr. Michael Akindele and
National Emergency Management Agency, NEMA South-West, Mr. Yakubu

Sulaimon.

On some Muslim relatives who were agitating for the release of their
corpses for proper burial according to Islamic rites, the General Manager
said; “For the Muslims, we are working on proper documentation on how to
release the corpses to their relatives. Some of the procedures for the
release of bodies to relatives are presentation of Nigerian Police report,

Lagos state government official report and National Identity card.”
... 13th victim dies few minutes on arrival at hospital

Vanguard gathered that the 13th person was rescued from the rubble
unconscious. He was hurriedly driven to the General Hospital (Odan)
Marina, Lagos Island Local Government, where he reportedly died on

arrival.

When Vanguard visited the hospital, a female official who did not want her

name in prints confirmed the death.

Sources said that two other survivors had been wheeled to the X-ray ward

for further treatment.

Another male official who also spoke on the condition of anonymity,
confirmed that 13 persons were brought to the hospital for treatment but

“we have 12 left in here at the Lagos State Emergency Management Service,
LASEMS wards.
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“One of the rescued workers of the collapsed building was wheeled to the

X-ray centre few minutes ago.”

He however lamented that the facility used in wheeling the patients was not

effective because the handlers spent more time struggling to use the facility.
Efforts to speak to the Chief Medical Director, CMD, proved abortive.
.we lost 25 members - Hausa community

Secretary of the Hausa Community in Eti-Osa local Government, Auwalu
Hassan, disclosed that 25 artisans from the Northern part of the country

died in the collapsed building.

In an interview with Vanguard, the Kano state born chairman said out of the

25 persons, six had been recovered from the rubble.

He identified some of the victims as: Johson, Yohana, Maria, including four
children; Yakub, John and llias Others were Isiak, saidu, Gwoni, Buhari,

Abba, Mustapha among others.
...Survivor’s account

An elated survivor, Mr. Abu Abbah, told Vanguard how anger saved him

from being among those trapped.

According to him; “ When | heard that the site engineer was not coming to
pay our N10, 000 weekly wages and N500 daily feeding allowance, | left
the site angrily because the engineer had defaulted for two weeks. Though,

he promised to pay on Tuesday after contacting him on phone, but | did not
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believe him since he had defaulted. | left the site Monday night .

“ | put a call to my elder brother, Alli Abbah, to know if he (engineer) had
fulfilled his promise, yesterday , but his response shook me to the bone
marrow. Fortunately, for Alli, he was among those rescued alive but he

sustained injuries on his right thigh. His friend Sulaiman died .”
... workers fault Lekki Gardens stop-work claims

Mr. Vincent Paul, one of the artisans engaged by the Lekki Gardens in an
interview with Vanguard faulted claims by the estate owners that

construction work was temporarily halted at the site.

Paul, whose friend, Sunday John, 29, was still missing, argued that work
never stopped at the site, adding “I have worked with the Lekki Garden for

four years. | know how they complete their work.”

On his missing friend, the Benue State indigene said; “I saw him last a day
before yesterday. He told me he had work to do here. But | told him | had
another work to do outside, so, | passed the night in Elegushi. | have being
calling his phone but it wasn'’t ringing. | have checked all the corpses but
didn’t see my friend’s. He is married with a child. The family is based in

Benue State.”
..SON collects material samples for test

Director, Inspector and Compliance, directorate of the Standard
Organisation of Nigeria, SON, Mr. Bebe Obayi, who led a team from the
organisation to the scene, ordered that some of the building materials be

collected for inspection. He said; “They will be subjected to material testing.
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This is to ascertain if the engineers adhered to the proper building

standard.”
....Lagos seals 20 distressed buildings

Worried by the state of the buildings in Horizon 1, Lekki Gardens, the Lagos
State Safety Commission and the State Building Control Agency, LASBCA

has sealed over 20 buildings in the community.

Vanguard investigation revealed that the structures were sealed for

defaulting in the 2010 construction law of the state.

General Manager of LASBCA, Engineer Shola Adeigbe said that the buildings

would be subjected to test to ascertain if the structures were not defective.
24-hour ultimatum

Meanwhile in his condolence to the relatives of masons who lost their lives
in the collapsed building, governor Ambode, in a statement signed by the
by the Commissioner for Information and Strategy, Mr. Steve Ayorinde,
said; “Based on preliminary reports and investigation, it was discovered that
the collapsed building was served contravention notice for exceeding the
approved floors and thereafter sealed by the Lagos State Building Control
Agency, LSBCA.

It was discovered that in a brazen act of defiance and impunity, owners of
the building, Messrs Lekki Worldwide Estate Limited, the promoters of Lekki
Gardens, criminally unsealed the property and continued building beyond
the approved floors until the unfortunate incident of Tuesday which led to

loss of lives.
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“Arising from the Lagos State Executive Council meeting decision on
Wednesday, the State Government will no longer tolerate the action of
unscrupulous owners and builders who challenge its supervisory control

thereby endangering the lives of Lagosians.

The State Government has consequently directed the suspension of work at
the site and has ordered the Lagos State Police Command to cordon it off as

it is now a crime scene.

The government also directs further integrity tests to be carried out on
every other construction project which has or is currently being handled by

Messrs Lekki Worldwide Estate Limited in the interest of public safety”.

Warning that it would no longer be business as usual, Ambode threatened
that any developer who fail to comply with building and construction
regulations or attempted to subvert the law would henceforth face criminal

prosecution.

He however, commended what he described as timely response and

remarkable intervention by rescue operators.
Property owners react

But in its reaction, Management of Lekki Gardens exonerated its self from
blame that it kept workers late at the site. Rather, it clarified that closes
work at the site by 6pm, after which workers were mandated to leave for

their respective homes.

A statement signed by the management read: “In line with our usual safety

standards, all sites are closed off by 6pm daily and it is mandatory that
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every worker leaves at that time. It is not company policy for site workers

to take shelter in uncompleted buildings.

“Lekki Gardens is a reputable residential property development company
and has successfully completed and delivered over 6,000 units of houses
across Lagos, Ogun, Rivers State and the Federal Capital territory, Abuja in
the past 4 years and most of them already occupied. The building which
was one of its residential estate projects in Lekki, was under construction

and was meant to house a number of apartment units.

“The company is cooperating with the National Emergency Management
Agency, Lagos State Government, Fire Service and Lagos State Police to
speed up rescue efforts. Investigation is already underway to ascertain the

identities of those affected .

The Management and staff of Lekki Gardens sincerely sympathize with the
families of those who lost their lives. The company will do all in its power to

ensure that those injured are fully supported.

South West spokesperson for NEMA, Ibrahim Farinloye stated that
“operations at the scene were concluded at 7.20pm with 34 dead and 13
rescued alive, after reaching ground zero. Investigation on the cause of the

collapse has started by various federal and state agencies”.

ADEKUNLE

View all posts by adekunle —
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W Ruth Onukogu from Facebook 14 minutes ago
= i Sorry for the loss. May God help the living to understand that there's nothing on this Earth
#Jahbless.

Like Reply

BernardJosiah 19 minutes ago

Work close at 6 pm.... Medicine after death nonsense excuse the building can as well collapse in
the afternoon. Time of incident is immaterial

Like Reply
Samson Kanayo from Facebook 39 minutes ago
This apc change done hold Nigeria for neck

Like Reply
Zelathra Michael Oform from Facebook 40 minutes ago

#ZELPropertiesNigeria 1) A quarter plot of land at white house Command, meiran,Alimosho local
government lagos, document is family reciept, price is N700,000. 2) A plot of land at Mosalashi,
alagbado, Alimosho local government lagos. Dorcuments includes, family reciept and registered
survey, price is N2500,000. 3) A three bedroom flat setback on a one and the half plot of land at
Abulegba, Ekoro road. Dorcument is C of O, Price is N10,000,000m. 4) A one plot of land at
Abule Egba, Facing The Abi okuta Express Way, with C of O, price is N20m net. 1) A one and
the half plot of dry land at Igbelerin, with structure of three bedroom flat decked, dorcument
include survey,family reciept and reciept of payment, price is N8.5m net. 2) A three plot of dry
land at Igbelerin, dorcuments include Survey and family reciepts and deed of assignment, price =
N20m net. Contact: 08142891132 Contact : 709, Abeokuta Express Way, Beside, Orimolade
C&S Church Agbado, ljaiye, Ojokoro Lagos. Tel :- +2348142891132

Like Reply

Ahmed Isah from Facebook 2 hours ago

DANGOTE CEMENT FACTORY WISH TO INFORM THE GENERAL PUBLIC OFSALES OF
CEMENT AT A LOW FACTORY PRICE OF #1000-1150. WE SHIP TOANY PART. OF THE
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COUNTRY UPON THE CUSTOMER(S) ORDER, AND.DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR STEP.
*PRODUCT: DANGOTE CEMENT (50KG)*ORIGIN: DANGOTE FACTORY. *PRICE PER BAG
FOR DANGOTE 42.5 Grade(3x)....1150 NAIRA ONLY. *PRICE PER BAG FOR 50KG SIZE
:....1000 ONLY.*TRAILER LOAD QTY: 600 or 900 BAGS. *Total Cost: 600 BAGS 42.5(3X)..1150
NAIRA:d=690,000NAIRA. *Total Cost: 900 BAGS (3X)... 1150NAIRA:d=1,350,000 NAIRA. *Total
Cost: 600 BAGS (50KG )..1000:NAIRA:d=600,000 NAIRA. *Total Cost: 900 BAGS (50KG
)..1000:NAIRA:d=900,000NAIRA. *DURATION OF DELIVERY AFTER ORDER:2DAYS.
*TRANSPORTATIONCOST: DEPENDS ON DISTANCE/YOUR. STATE.CONTACT US NOW TO
PLACEYOUR ORDER VIA. 08032194626 OR 09022954141 NOTE: we deliver ourgoods to which
ever state our customers may reside in stocks,sites orconstruction company. NOTE:Buy
DANGOTE bag of rice for 4500 Naira per bagdirectly from the factory,Customers can purchase a
minimum of 100 bagsCONTACT US NOW TO PLACE YOUR ORDER VIA. 08032194626
OR09022954141.

18 Like Reply

IndrisMaxwell 59 minutes ago

PROMO! PROMO! PROMO! PROMO! BUYA BAG OF DANGOTECEMENT IN A
VERY LOW RATE @ some of #1,000 per BAG AND WE DELIVER TO ANY PART OF
THE COUNTRY UPON THE CUSTOMER(S)ORDER, HURRY UP, AND CALL THE
DIRECTING MANAGER (MR INDRIS) TO place an order.... HURRY up to BENEFIT
from it BEFORE thE PRomo END'S:::::while transportation and off loading fee will be
paid before delivery and your goods will be delivered within 24 hours...+2348037682338

Like Reply

Collin Nwachu from Facebook 2 hours ago

My face book account have be ordain by GOD Nnamdi Kanu your legacy will always speak for
you. #Biafrans will never turn their back on you. Never shall we abandon you. You are a true
leader, we shall fight for you. we shall do everything humanly possible to get you out from that
dungeon. http://radiobiafra.co/index.php... http://broadcast.radiobiafra.co
http://www.biafratv.co

Like Reply
Daily Science & Truth from Facebook 2 hours ago
Follow us to learn the hidden Truth !

Like Reply
Chidalu Ejiuro from Facebook 2 hours ago
May their souls rest in peace. And may their children be given automatic employment.

Like Reply
Edet Isabella from Facebook 3 hours ago

Lord have mercy on us and their souls rest In the blossom of the Lord
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Like Reply
Yinka Olodude from Facebook 5 hours ago
May the soul of the dead rest in peace. Those wounded quick recovery.

Like Reply
Da Swanky from Facebook 5 hours ago

Everybody wants to own the highest building in lagos and that's why all this are
happening..someone who doesn't know anything about building and construction engineering will
be given a contract to build ten story building and at the end the building will start having strecht
marks or collapse..may God grant them enternal rest amend

Like Reply

Rahama Hamzah Sani from Facebook 5 hours ago

What a waste,pls Abode do something about this under developer who don't do things in d right
way and did lead to lost of innocent lives

Like Reply
Fagbemi Sunday from Facebook 7 hours ago
Sad news r.i.p

Like Reply
Uduefa Odafe Emmanuel from Facebook 7 hours ago

DANGOTE CEMENT FACTORY WISH TO INFORM THE GENERAL PUBLIC OF SALES OF
CEMENT AT A PROMOTIONAL FACTORY PRICE OF #800. . WE SHIP TO ANY PART OF
THE COUNTRY UPON THE CUSTOMER(S) ORDER. AND WE CAN MAKE DELIVERY TO
YOUR DOOR STEP *PRODUCT: DANGOTE CEMENT (50KG) *ORIGIN: DANGOTE CEMENT
FACTORY OBAJANA.*PRICE PER BAG:800 NAIRA ONLY.*TRAILER LOAD QTY: 600 or 900
.... N:B. DURATION OF DELIVERY IS AFTER 2DAYS OF BOOKING. CALL: MR BAYO. On:
07034845272 WHATSAPP. NO : 08108131004 For inquiry Thanks and Regard
http://Iwww.vanguardngr.com
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lyke Swift from Facebook 7 hours ago
”' oh my God,
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David -

Besides, preliminary investigation has revealed that the building was served a
contravention notice for exceeding the approved floors. Consequently, the building was
said to have been sealed by the Lagos State Building Control Agency. But owners of
the building, Messrs Lekki Worldwide Estate Limited, LWE, promoters of Lekki
Gardens, allegedly unsealed the property and continued construction work, until
tragedy struck. To this effect, all directors of Lekki Worldwide Estate Limited , have
been given a 24-hour ultimatum to submit themselves to the Lagos State Commissioner
of Police, Fatai Owoseni, for interrogation.

Any time we default on compliance to standard rules, guidelines, procedures or
processes: lives and properties suffer for it in unimaginable ways.

abiamone -

The engineers should consult TB Joshua on how to evade prosecution.

Ndidi -

blacklivesDON'Tmatter

We can already smell all kinds of corruption in this building collapse. . From
substandard materials to substandard workers to substandard contractors to
substandard construction company owners to substandard building and construction
regulators. Money has exchanged hands. Bribes have been given. Now Black blood
(as usual) has been shed for nothing. Black lives DON'T matter. Not in Nigeria. Not in
Africa. In fact, not in this world.

PS - A Race that practices human sacrifice satanism (aka ritual killing)makes a pact
with the devil and should not expect ANYTHING to turn out well for them.

Sharia_Haram -
it is obvious that there was no government agency monitoring the building construction.
Gov Ambode should resign.

takethetrain -
fake and lies..must have been a one sided building.
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Why we flogged protesting women in Nigerian civil war veterans submit
Delta —Army Unit Commander nominal role of members to Senate
— The same mental case and — ANYONE
completely lawless troops that supervised HERE WHO COMES UP WITH ONE
Fulani's/ Hausa burning ... PROGRESSIVE NEWS FROM ...

Activist urges EFCC to probe Delta LG Moro and co docked, at last!

— They've already had — After the chaos and death of
hundreds of probes, so save it. If it's hard many innocent applicants, this Moro and
to come up with stories here, ... his gang went about spending ...

LATEST NEWS

11:59 AM Anti-Apartheid Hero Chris Hani's Killer To Be Freed

11:56 AM APC Taking Propaganda To A Ridiculous Height - Rivers Govt

11:52 AM Don’t Take Others Along On Your Suicide Mission, Rivers APC Tells Wike
11:42 AM Nigeria Has Closed Gender Gap In Education, But... - Survey

11:40 AM IS Commander ‘Omar The Chechen’ Survived US Strike

11:26 AM NAFDAC Destroys Expired Raw Materials Of Guinness Nigeria

11:23 AM 1 Bear No Grudges Over My Super Eagles’ Exclusion- Mohammed

11:18 AM N. Korea Elevates Tensions, Fires Missiles, Liquidates South Assets
11:14 AM Five Dead In US Shooting, Police Seeking Suspects

11:12 AM 18 Years After Woman Found Guilty Of Kidnapping Newborn

11:09 AM AlphaGo, Machine Beats Human In Go Grandmaster... Again

11:05AM Clinton, Sanders Engage In Fiery Debate Clashes

11:07AM Ese ‘LI Be Rehabilitated, Returned To School - Delta Govt

10:57 AM Pandemonium In llorin As DPR , IPMAN Members Fight Dirty Over Price Of PMS
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UNICAF's 2016 Scholarship Programme With Even More Master Degrees Now Available!

UNICAF has partnered with the University of South Wales, UK to offer more opportunities to
students from Africa. The new...

READ MORE
Buy Lekki Plots and Save 1m Today

READ MORE

Even Bodybuilders Get A Helping Hand

READ MORE

EDITORIAL

Moro and co docked, at last!

FINALLY, former Interior Minister, Abba Moro, is answering to charges of abuse of procurement
process and diversion of p...

READ MORE
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Where are the Trade Unions?

ONE permanent feature that has remained with most Nigerian workers is the pay-day ordeal
Except the few who get somethi...

READ MORE

PEOPLE & POLITICS
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Zuma in Abuija, victory for Nigeria?

IT was described in official circles as a visit to deepen trade relations between Nigeria and South
Africa. Nigeria’s la...

READ MORE

TIP OF A NEW DAWN
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Courage to take on Sharia courts and evangelist extremists

Religion in Nigeria produces zealots who spew gender inequality and discrimination
masquerading as religious doctrine.Th...

READ MORE
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The judiciary and the silky path of corruption

THE Nigerian judiciary is often described as the last hope of the common man, blind and
impartial to the cause of justic...

READ MORE
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Our roads, our lives

THE news broke at the weekend, of the tragic death of Nigeria’s Minister of State for Labour and
Productivity, James Och...

READ MORE
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Ese, Yunusa and the emirate: The trouble with Nigeria

IT is said in the Yoruba country that when your relation feeds on insects and you think it is not
your business, just wa...

READ MORE
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