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*Traumatising deaths of 20 bitten by mambas, cobras, vipers
*How flood washed reptiles into homes — Residents

*Survivors relieve deadly encounter
BY MARIE-THERESE NANLONG, JOS

Snakes bites, especially in the central and southern zones of Plateau State, are not new, though while some residents rever

some species of snakes, others actually hunt them for meat.

The snakes, often seen on rocky areas and grasses, bite; mostly farmers have had reason to visit the Jos University
Teaching Hospital, JUTH, Comprehensive Health Centre, Zamko in Langtang North local government area or traditional

homes where snake bites can be treated.

These cases had not really been a cause of concern as people bitten have always accessed treatment, but the recent case
where some communities in Kanke, Kanam and Langtang North local government areas have been invaded by snakes

have left residents worried.

About 20 people have reportedly lost their lives as a result of snake bites while many others are currently receiving

treatment in Zamko as well as traditional homes in the area.

(http://www.vanguardngr.com/wp-
content/uploads/2015/09/snake-e1443041548115.jpg)
For instance, Lur community, in Kanke Local
government area, has been invaded by snakes,
mostly black mambas and carpet vipers, as a

result of flooding that affected the area.

The snakes were believed to have been washed
out into farmlands and residential areas and, in
the last three weeks, the centre has been
receiving new cases of snake bites on daily

basis.

The victims include children as little as three

years old, teenagers and adults who received the venom of the deadly reptiles and mostly bitten on the legs.

http://www.vanguardngr.com/2015/10/snakes-everwhere-on-the-plateau/ 13


javascript:void(0)
https://www.facebook.com/atitebi.opeyemi.1
https://www.cheki.com.ng/vehicles/lexus-rx-1245-1?source=vanguardngr&utm_source=vanguardngr&utm_medium=widget&utm_campaign=widget300x350
javascript:void(0)
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vanguardngr.com%2F2015%2F10%2Fmurder-of-hunchback-police-nab-suspected-ritualist-in-abia%2F%3AK7wfNu_i6fPriRIrTAaQ0hGzS8Q&imp=5dosoen3rfg6mo&prev_imp&forum_id=3617724&forum=vanguardng&thread_id=4258733723&thread=4259340205&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4259340205
https://disqus.com/
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vanguardngr.com%2F2015%2F10%2Fmurder-of-hunchback-police-nab-suspected-ritualist-in-abia%2F%3AK7wfNu_i6fPriRIrTAaQ0hGzS8Q&imp=5dosoen3rfg6mo&prev_imp&forum_id=3617724&forum=vanguardng&thread_id=4258733723&thread=4259340205&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4259340205
http://www.vanguardngr.com/2015/10/snakes-everwhere-on-the-plateau/#comment-2326494664
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
https://www.facebook.com/campaign/landing.php?campaign_id=137675572948107&partner_id=vanguardngr.com&placement=like_plugin&extra_1=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vanguardngr.com%2F2015%2F10%2Fsnakes-everwhere-on-the-plateau%2F&extra_2=NG
https://www.facebook.com/anthony.ukwuama
https://www.cheki.com.ng/vehicles/lexus-rx-1246-1?source=vanguardngr&utm_source=vanguardngr&utm_medium=widget&utm_campaign=widget300x350
javascript:void(0)
https://disqus.com/by/takethetrain/
https://www.facebook.com/edith.ohia
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vanguardngr.com%2F2015%2F10%2Fnnsg-to-buhari-implement-confab-resolutions-now-to-end-natl-drift%2F%3APESEb5k-yC3gPE5kkNvolVrpARs&imp=5dosoen3rfg6mo&prev_imp&forum_id=3617724&forum=vanguardng&thread_id=4258733723&thread=4259636818&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4259636818
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.vanguardngr.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/snake-e1443041548115.jpg
https://www.facebook.com/shuaibuu3
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
https://www.cheki.com.ng/vehicles/hyundai-h1-2?source=vanguardngr&utm_source=vanguardngr&utm_medium=widget&utm_campaign=widget300x350
javascript:void(0)
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vanguardngr.com%2F2015%2F10%2Fpolice-officer-arrested-for-defiling-3-year-old-girl%2F%3Ac7omyWWF3X0pDrScQ_0jGSPlRIw&imp=5dosoen3rfg6mo&prev_imp&forum_id=3617724&forum=vanguardng&thread_id=4258733723&thread=4259676059&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4259676059
javascript:void(0)
http://www.vanguardngr.com/category/national-news/
http://www.vanguardngr.com/2015/10/snakes-everwhere-on-the-plateau/#comment-2326388684
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
https://publishers.disqus.com/engage?utm_source=vanguardng&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
https://disqus.com/by/ohanaka/
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?app_id=146536155945&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fvanguardngr&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=page
javascript:void(0)
https://disqus.com/by/takethetrain/
https://www.facebook.com/gabriel.ejayita
https://www.facebook.com/isaac.ajayi.92
javascript:void(0)
http://issuu.com/
javascript:void(0)
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vanguardngr.com%2F2015%2F10%2Fbreaking-ogunwusi-emerges-51st-ooni-of-ife%2F%3AFFEA357ncDSEIMoBkaXeGh_VDVg&imp=5dosoen3rfg6mo&prev_imp&forum_id=3617724&forum=vanguardng&thread_id=4258733723&thread=4259487035&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4259487035
javascript:void(0)
https://www.facebook.com/vanguardngr
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
https://www.facebook.com/vanguardngr
https://disqus.com/by/ohanaka/
javascript:void(0)
http://www.vanguardngr.com/2015/10/snakes-everwhere-on-the-plateau/#comment-2326494664
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CuTzRNQIuVryBBoizWpGwovgOhL3BuwfUiIXOmwKggY6ETBABIPnVlgNgt7yDhfQwoAHkw_7LA8gBA6gDAcgDwQSqBKoBT9BD4-IQBXN3eOVSJU_hM8wxYhvzcZtl1iSox38ohyDZUnz_mGpBKU8HYOrFeUl5yVE3frVi7nFzWG3Iy20gaRMbACHL_H0XoZ7Cc-b2dcbEq9WHF-Lh2A2oAsxes1JPOhYWx7QxiIExEFBGm9pNrYKxZrZuusQ591IVrclyBqH4NAEIiNWvAhuLcckmEudbGLd76pzAclMyJNWjmraaWkA2yjaz1lXq63mIBgGgBgOAB4S8gTSoB6a-G6gHtcEb2AcB2BMM&num=1&cid=5Gh2-hQZYDznABTqXwtzwfUT&sig=AOD64_2k5SKWjIj3lU3Yefpv7hH2XNCu8w&client=ca-pub-7532470883667401&adurl=http://www.dealdey.com/sa/GIFashion47
https://plus.google.com/+vanguardnewspaper?prsrc=5
javascript:void(0)
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
javascript:void(0)
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vanguardngr.com%2F2015%2F10%2Fsnakes-everwhere-on-the-plateau%2F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&region=follow_link&screen_name=vanguardngrnews&tw_p=followbutton
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
https://disqus.com/by/blondejohnnybass/
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://issuu.com/vanguardngr/docs/26102015
javascript:void(0)
http://www.vanguardngr.com/2015/10/snakes-everwhere-on-the-plateau/#comment-2326650991
http://www.vanguardngr.com/2015/10/snakes-everwhere-on-the-plateau/#comment-2326388684
http://issuu.com/vanguardngr/docs/26102015?e=4642225/30940959
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vanguardngr.com%2F2015%2F10%2Fnnsg-to-buhari-implement-confab-resolutions-now-to-end-natl-drift%2F%3APESEb5k-yC3gPE5kkNvolVrpARs&imp=5dosoen3rfg6mo&prev_imp&forum_id=3617724&forum=vanguardng&thread_id=4258733723&thread=4259636818&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4259636818
http://www.vanguardngr.com/2015/10/snakes-everwhere-on-the-plateau/#comment-2326650991
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vanguardngr.com%2F2015%2F10%2Fbreaking-ogunwusi-emerges-51st-ooni-of-ife%2F%3AFFEA357ncDSEIMoBkaXeGh_VDVg&imp=5dosoen3rfg6mo&prev_imp&forum_id=3617724&forum=vanguardng&thread_id=4258733723&thread=4259487035&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4259487035
https://www.cheki.com.ng/vehicles/land-rover-range-rover-sport-220?source=vanguardngr&utm_source=vanguardngr&utm_medium=widget&utm_campaign=widget300x350
https://www.facebook.com/vanguardngr
https://twitter.com/intent/user?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vanguardngr.com%2F2015%2F10%2Fsnakes-everwhere-on-the-plateau%2F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&region=count_link&screen_name=vanguardngrnews&tw_p=followbutton
https://disqus.com/home/forums/vanguardng/
http://ab162803.adbutler-photon.com/redirect.spark?setID=151330&channelID=0&CID=67589&banID=519203767&tc=1&plid=288222&location=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zenithbank.com%2FAspireAcct.aspx
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vanguardngr.com%2F2015%2F10%2Fpolice-officer-arrested-for-defiling-3-year-old-girl%2F%3Ac7omyWWF3X0pDrScQ_0jGSPlRIw&imp=5dosoen3rfg6mo&prev_imp&forum_id=3617724&forum=vanguardng&thread_id=4258733723&thread=4259676059&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4259676059
javascript:void(0)
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/1657951?utm_source=disqus&utm_medium=embed-footer&utm_content=privacy-btn
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
https://disqus.com/by/blondejohnnybass/
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CKY6nNQIuVv_6BIiyWvSyo4gLtPDXkAjMrrn5kAL4hYWeCxABIPnVlgNgt7yDhfQwoAGW7u_XA8gBAqgDAcgDwQSqBKcBT9ABXhdgNUWXInZMlNtQAwqhf66O2M9k0mY0AZ5GtEe0ghULON2WaFEYL2ZnszQw72CsMUePeViRWVAClkw_qRRg72Kk9CqiTaQtOF7_QjtX4O2Va_SrJXxcIObhnm7NK8ts0aRv7UPeP3Z7-evefdO_fV2poIfNtlGuYOmh1XChwzJaUoVS22c5CAW9ycPiBBemZw0omfUEvsPQMuIc4nqHmRJv-LKIBgGgBgKAB9ya2CqoB6a-G6gHtcEb2AcB&num=1&cid=5Gh1wSk815-0IeiGpC6ySc0I&sig=AOD64_3RYz9PZ6M8TL7VknwbUOqiKBiwNQ&client=ca-pub-7532470883667401&adurl=http://www.konga.com/catalogsearch/result%3Fq%3Dhkl%26cat%3D1259
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.vanguardngr.com/
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=ClKCPNQIuVv7PBYnJWpCEqjDZu8_RCtmegdXBArr884EBEAEg-dWWA2C3vIOF9DCgAdeM3bEDyAEDqAMByAPBBKoEqgFP0O0iSSytgc-0PDJHUG6QA1LvQZERlPGS66dBfIPMEJEfqMwfjE0zpjCuvLmgREQIv9_J2bXXOQ7aHkCkGy86PnXkpqWJqZkvstlaP4C52F8npvD6vA-IiqpHnG2VH_0jvJh7sAbZWqf9LDOMlTvwTyPtfoNsr9fGW6IdKKMDyPB5xuJ8PwBvq6SN-R-oBGOArdneJ3K5xGRGANfQusbxu1HMcnCcozzGFIgGAaAGA4AHkfOiTqgHpr4bqAe1wRvYBwE&num=1&cid=5GjNHwLJc85FLK20ZpqdnH-5&sig=AOD64_2JTYyT8GFEHKvBondycGDEdqzAsA&client=ca-pub-7532470883667401&adurl=http://www.wakanow.com/ng/flights/AirlinePages.aspx%3FAirlineName%3Demirates
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://issuu.com/
javascript:void(0)

10/26/2015 Snakes everwhere on the Plateau!

Survivors told Sunday Vanguard their stories with a call on government to come to their aid by fumigating the areas

and providing drugs for treatment.

Village Head of Lur, Baba Ritda James, said, “It is alarming the manner the snakes invade the community. Snakes like

vipers are discovered right in houses. We think they were washed out of their holes”.

Victor Ojia, the father of a three-year-old boy, bitten by a cobra in the village, said, “My son came back to the house
from where he went to play and complained that something was wrong with his right leg. We did not take it serious until
the next day when he woke up and the leg was swollen and we knew a snake bit him. We rushed him to hospital. He was

bitten by a black cobra; thank God the situation is getting better.”

However, some medical personnel in the Zamko Health Centre, Sarah Joel and Peter Nanlong, lamented the situation,

saying there was need for urgent action to be taken to curb the situation.

Joel noted, “This issue of snake bite is actually a very serious one. We are creating awareness so that people will know
and we need all the necessary help and urgently too because the people at the grassroots are actually suffering because of

this situation.”

Nanlong, a pharmacist, added, “On a bad day, we see about 20 patients; some days, 10. Only God knows where the snakes
are being washed out from to wreak havoc in the communities. We are appealing to government to come to our aid and

do whatever it takes to rid the communities of these reptiles.”

Meanwhile, the member representing Pankshin/Kanke/Kanam in the House of Representatives, Timothy Golu, whose
constituents are affected and the Management Committee Chairman of Langtang North local government, Dan Dul,

appealed to the Federal Government to come to the aid of the locals.

Golu, who confirmed the situation, said, out of the over 50 persons affected, some had died while others, in critical

conditions, are on admission in hospitals and traditional snake treating homes in the state.

He added that 13 of the victims were at JUTH Comprehensive Centre, Zamko while 20 others were in traditional healers’

treatment homes, and seven in herbalists’ centres.

He said, “Some have even been treated and discharged, but a woman at my place, who has been treated and discharged,
still has pus gushing from the bitten spot and we have advised her to return to hospital for fresh checks and we have the

fear that something worse may result from the wound if not properly treated.”

Golu stressed that the situation was “very scary and pathetic”, adding that the snakes were washed into the communities by
flood.

“As the flood pushed them from the overflown tributaries of River Benue, some snakes climbed trees, others entered holes
while some just held unto any available straw and some later entered residences and farms where they have been wreaking

havoc”, the lawmaker said.

“The commonest species were the black mamba, carpet viper and cobra, and most victims usually depend on luck to

survive.”

He urged the Federal and Plateau State Governments to treat the snake invasion as a national concern and give it
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immediate response while urging residents to be vigilant and protect themselves from the reptiles.
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