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20 feared dead in Enugu auto crash

on June 03, 2015 / in News 10:25 pm / Comments
By Vincent Ujumadu, Nwabueze Okonkwo, Francis Igat@himaobi Nwaiwu

ENUGU—No fewer than 20 persons were Wednesday felrad in an auto crash that occurred along 9th-Niekka expressway;,
Enugu State, while several others sustained savjares.

This came on a day the Vice President, Professom @sinbajo, visited the scene of the petrol tard@gsident in Onitsha that
claimed 70 lives, declaring that the life of evlligerian citizen mattered to the Federal Governrienespective of status or where
he resides.

The accident in Enugu occurred at about 6.15 pfawametres away from an alcoholic beverage companyated at 9th Mile
Corner.

An eyewitness account revealed that a heavy dutktsuffered brake failure and rammed into two cemmial buses filled wit
passengers.

The accident came barely three days after a tdalen with 33,000 litres of fuel suffered brake fe#l@and rammed into a mo
park at Upper lweka, Onitsha, killing 69 persons.

The source further revealed that most of the passsenwvere suspected students of the University igérd, Enugu campus,
returning to their various destinations, followihg closure of the institution over one month poogtage.

However, police spokesperson, Mr. Ebere Amaraizwp, statement, revealed that three persons di¢kdeospot,while others who
sustained severe injuries were rushed to the faspit

The statement read: “The auto crash involved abitesck with registration number AWKk 311 XB,beleal to have lost control as
a result of suspected brake failure, hit two bwsiis registration numbers UWN 406 XA and UWN 57 XPae truck also hit
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motorcycle before it ended up in a ditch.

“All the persons that were injured were rushed tor Saviour Hospital, 9th Mile Corner, while the dased have been deposited at
the hospital's mortuary.”

Meanwhile, Vice President Yemi Osinbajo said, y&kstg in Onitsha, Anambra State, that the lifevafrg Nigerian was important to
the Federal Government, irrespective of statusadrae he/she is resident.

He spoke after visiting the scene of the incidehenrg about 70 people died, following an infernosealby a tanker loaded w
fuel.

Osinbajo, who was accompanied by his host, ChieligA@biano and the senator representing Anambrar&esenatorial district,
Dr. Chris Ngige, said President Muhammadu Buhari weag concerned and pained by the fuel tanker tsated he felt it was not
enough to send a condolence message and asked biitmée and commiserate with the people of Anamtate S

He said: “I came on the instruction of Presidenthisilumadu Buhari, who was greatly disturbed by thertumate accident.

“He asked me to come and first commiserate with @wreObiano and Anambra people. He was very cordeditmat he felt it was
not enough to issue condolence message and soraskedcome and commiserate with the people.

“I have been taken round to see the heroic actidgheohospital staff and those involved in the emargeUnfortunately, many lost
their lives, but some have seen today and are mdgmgpto treatment”

On arrival, Osinbajo visited nearby Toronto hodpithere some of the patients of the accident wateiving treatment.

He told a large crowd that gathered around Asallg peene of the accident, that he had also beensdisguwith Governor Willie
Obiano on possible ways of the Federal Governnmperating with the state to forestal further aeatd.

He commended Governor Obiano for undertaking tibesite hospital bills of the victims.
While briefing the Vice President, Obiano gavedasualty figure as 42 dead and 17 injured.
He also said Anambra State government had banngdiocks and petrol tankers from plying the road&nambra during the day.

Obiano said the government had also banned heayydhicles from plying state roads, adding that thitgn trans-load the
contents on getting to state roads.
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