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Horror: Ritual killings everywhere inspite of

civilization

onJuly 12,2014 / in Special Report 12:19 am / Comments

BY EVELYN USMAN & EBUN SESSOU

Looking curiously as this reporter approached her make-shift restaurant around J4 , Aketegbo community in Seme

Badagry area of Lagos two weeks ago, mama Rilwan as she is popularly called, stood up from her seat, apparently

thinking the stranger had come to patronize her.’ ki lefe ra?(what do you want to buy ?) she asked.

But when this writer disclosed her mission, the seeming expectation on her face dropped, giving way to a sad expression
of a memory she never wishes to recall. She immediately beckoned on two teenagers later discovered to be her children

to take over the stand while she went inside the shop, with this reporter following with caution.

After a long silence accompanied with a long stare at this reporter, she said: “ I recognize you now. You were here in
2007 when the incident that threw my entire life upside down occurred. My son, Rilwan would have been 20 years this
month (June), had he not been sent to an early grave by my neighbor. He was my first child and also my back bone”.
(http://www.vanguardngr.com/2014/07/horror-ritual-

killings-everywhere-inspite-civilization/ritual-killings/)

Tried as she could to control her emotion as
she spoke, her strength failed her. Tears

trickled down her cheeks.

All was going on well for the food vendor until
September 1, 2007, when her son , Rilwan ,
was reported missing. Three days later, his
remains were found with the throat slashed,

signifying that he could have been a victim of

ritual killing which was said to be common in

the area.
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Accusing finger was pointed at one Muyideen Salam whose shop was close to the deceased’s mother’s place. He was
said to have been seen with the deceased before his disappearance. After much persuasion which took a brutal
dimension, Muyideen confirmed everyone’s fears, by confessing that he killed Rilwan and used his blood for money

ritual.

In an interview with Sunday Vanguard at the State Criminal Investigation Department, Yaba , seven years ago (published
October 7, 2007)the then 35 year-old Muyideen gave a chilling account of how he gruesomely murdered the teenager
and drained his blood, with the help of his friend, one Nuru.

Strange as this sounded, Muyideen disclosed that he was sent to get the blood of a virgin by a herbalist with which to

prepare the concoction he would use to bath for nine days, after which he would become rich.

But he never lived to see his devilish wish come true ,even though he succeeded in killing the teenager. This was as a

result of his arrest by policemen at Seme division . He was convicted for murder.

Muyideen’s startling confession was, no doubt, a reflection of a society that is fast becoming bestial. Killing of human
beings for rituals or whatever reason, dates back to the ancient times when people used to appease the gods of the land
with human blood and for the purpose of winning wars. Twins, who were considered an abomination, were killed until

its abolition through Mary Slessor’s missionary works.

One would have expected that such pseudoscience should rather be imagined than witnessed in Nigeria in this 21st
century, when other countries of the world are experimenting and advancing in technology. More baffling is the fact that

some Nigerians still indulge in such superstitious process of ritual killings in spite of the escalation of religious groups

across the country as well as the exposure of majority of the populace to education and Western culture.

(http://www.vanguardngr.com/2014/03/soka-kidnappers-den-son-

recognise/soka-1-2/)

Sadly, even some acclaimed high and mighty indulge in
ritual killings. Some politicians and government officials
have been accused by arrested suspects (and herbalists),
alleging that they use human beings for rituals in order |
to sustain their affluence as well as to remain in power. * ;
Records also show that cases of ritual killings and #= h
subsequent disappearance of persons are usually on the

mcrease whenever elections are around the corner.

In Lagos state for instance, about fifteen cases of [
kidnap attempts have reportedly been recorded in the last
four months. One of the foiled attempts was at Ori-oke,
in Ejigbo local council development area, two months
ago, where a woman who kidnapped two primary
school pupils was heard describing them as goods to an

unknown person on the phone.

The saddest part of this evil act is that hundreds of
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