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5 5 Killed, 13 injured in Anambra road crash x

BY NWABUEZE
OKONKWO

ITSHA — NO fewer than

'five persons, including a
commercial bus driver were
feared dead, while about 13 oth-

ers sustained injuries when their
commuterbus had a head-on col-
“[ision with a truck along the ever-
busy EnuguJOnitsha Express-
Waye. ‘
Theincident, involving the com-
muter bus with an inscription,
Psalm 121 Express, occured be-
tween the former toll gate at
Ogbunike and _Nkwelle-
“Fzunaka junction, along the ex-

“According to an eye-witness, .

the bus was heading towards
Enugu from the Onitsha end of
the dual carriage way, while the
truck was from Awka to Onitsha
when they collided.

The major cause of the inci-
dent, according the officials of the
Federal Road Safety Commis-
sion, FRSC, was that a construc-
tion company is currently work-
ing on one lane of the dual car-
riageway and as a result, only
one lane of the road was being
used.

In a telephone chat with news-

. the Nteje Unit
Conimander of the FRSC, Mr.
Sunday Joseph, however, con-
firmed that only one person (a
man) was found dead at the scene
of the incident, while others sus-
tained injuries and were rushed

men yesterday

to Iyi-Enu Hospital in Ogidi.
Joseph who attributed incidents
to over-speeding by commercial
drivers along the highways and
cautioned road users to avoid
over-speeding in this place where
only one lane is being used.

One of the eyewitnesses who
simply identified himself as Mo-
cha, told newsmen on phone that
he was not sure if there was any
survivor in the fully loaded com-
mercial bus as the bus was dam-
aged beyond repair.

89-yr-old woman kidnapped by grandsons
dies one week after release

BY VINCENT_lJJUMADU

WEKA — AN 89-year-old
dafor Madueke, kid-

T —————

napped by her two grand chil-

e

dren at Adazi Aniin Anaocha

Local Government Area of _

Anambra S

tate, has died one
week after her reScue from the
kidnappers' den. -
Madam Madiueke was kid-
napped by Kingsley Madueke,
24, with the connivance of his
younger brother, Matthew
Madueke, 22, and two others
and was rescued at Oyeagu,
Abagana in Njikoka Local Gov-
ernment Area after N3 million
ransom was paid. She, how-
ever, died one week after.
Anambra State Director of
DSS, Mr. Alex Okeilyi, who pa-

raded the kidnap suspects,
yesterday, in Awka said the
N3 million ransom was paid
on December 23, 2013 at
Obollo Afor in Enugu State,
adding that her death was
apparently due to her ordeal
in the custody of the kidnap-
pers.

Okeiyi said: “Investigation
showed that the kidnap was
hatched by the victim's
grandson, Kingsley, on De-
cember 14, 2013 and executed
on December 17, 2013 with
the assistance of his younger
brother, Matthew."”

According to him, other sus-
pects involved were
Chukwunonso Onuzulike
from Enugu State and a 23-
year-old fresh graduate of

e~
Political Science from
Odumegwu Ojukwu Univer-
sity, who is the leader of Black
Axe Confreternity in the cam-
pus and Gabriel Nnaji, a 400-
level student of public admin-
istration from the same uni-
versity, also from Enugu State.

Kingsley Madueke told Van-
guard at the headquarters of
DSS that he planned to kid-
nap his grandmother because
he and his brother were find-
ing things difficult financially
in school because their father
was having family problems
with their uncle who has
stopped assisting them 1n
school.

“1 felt that the only way to
get money from my uncle was
by kidnapping our grand-
mother,” he said, adding that

it never mattered to him that
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