Convoy were reportealry
in front of the governor’s
flag car and had passed
the Peugeot J5 bus before
it crashed into the flag
car which had the gov-
ernor, his ADC and driv-
er inside.

Oshiomhole’'s car was
said to have been dam-
aged beyond repairs but
o 1njuries were sus-
tained in the accident.
The governor, who spoke
to Sunday Vanguard on
telephone, thanked God

BY PETER DURU

WO days after the
Boxing Day boat
mishap  TthHat

claimed the lives of over

40 persons at River Bu-

ruku, in Buruku Local
for his life, saying: “The Government Area of Be-
almighty God is always nue State, the state Po-
on the throne and will hI_iCE Ct}mrmand says it

surely protect his people. d 17 bod;
[ har ot we'are all oy moeree o

fine. Glory be to Jesus

"  The State police public
al;ﬂg;ﬁiﬁltzrhgag ate. relations officer, PPRO,
ment by the Special Ad- Deputy Superintendent,
viser to the Governoron DSE Daniel Ezeala, who
Media and Publicity, spoke yesterday in a tele-
Prince Kassim Afegbua, phone interview in

narrated the incident.
Afegbua said: “The Peu-
geot J5 bus was follow-
ing a truck that was de-
scending the Ewu slope

Makurdi ,said search
and rescue operation was
still going on at the
scene of the disaster.
His words, “We have so
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Shogbamu (right),

(2nd left), and Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Sports,
Governor’s Belt Edition and 48th Monthly Boxing Show
in conjunction with the Lagos State Amateur Boxing Ass
lre (Rowe Park), Yaba, Lagos.

Lags State a erﬁar; Mn Babatunde Fashola, SAN (2nd

right),

winner, male category, Waheed
Commissioner for Youth, Sports & Social De velopment, Mr. Wahid
Mrs. Abiola Awonuga (left), during the 5th

organized by the Lagos Boxing Hall of Fame
ociation at the Mobolaji Johnson Sports Cen-

nitan Oshodi

far recovered 17 bodies
from the nver but we are
still continuing with the
search and rescue oper-
ation until we are con-
vinced that there are no
survivors or bodies in
the rniver.

"I can also assure you
that we have com-
menced investigations
into the matter with a
view to finding the im-
mediate and remote
causes of the tragedy.”

Meantime, Buruku
has been in a somber
mood since the tragedy
occured. Many families
were yet to come to

terms with the Boxing
Day disaster that claimed
the Tives of young men
and women of the area.

Sunday Vanguard
gathered that families of
the deceased have been
making frantic efforts to
1dentify the remains of
their loved ones who
have so far been recov-
ered from the scene of the
accident.

However, those who
had not seen their chil-
dren since the tragedy
have continually be-
sieged the Buruku police
station to make inquiries.

Speaking to Sunday

Vanguard, James Ajor,
who said he lost two of
his friends to the disas-
ter, wept uncontrollably
as he disclosed that the
duo were part of the com-
mittee of friends who re-
cently supported him to
solemnize his wedding.

"This is a major trage-
dy in our state because
most families in the area
have been directly or in-
directly touched by this
disaster. It is even more
painful when one realiz-
es that people are daily
ferried across the river
without life jackets and
the authorities did not

— —————

deem it fit to call the
ferry operators to or-
der”, Ajor said..

"I lost two of my very
close friends in this di-
saster. They were
young promising men
who were full of life
and contributed im-
mensely to the success
of my wedding cere-
mony.

"That is the more rea-
son we will continue to
urge the federal gov-
ernment to construct a
bridge across River
Buruku in order to
avert further loss of
lives there.”
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