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Pregnant woman, 2 children burnt to death

BY EMMA UNA

ALABAR—A pregnant
‘woman, Ekaiquo Ewa,
and her two children aged 7
and 3, were burnt to death,
when a building that served
as a residential building and
business outlet caught fire,
weekend, in Ugep, Yakuur

Local Gﬂvernment Area,
Cross River State.

The inferno, which engulfed
the 27, Calabar Road house
on Friday at 7p.m., caught
the woman and her children
in their one-room apartment,
while her husband, Denis

'I‘l

Abldjan Ivory Coast.

‘Chima, who is in his 305,5._
was said to have been living
in Abidjan for the past eight
years. Nigerians residing in
Port-Bouet said Chima started

behaving abnormally about

N1genan, suspected tﬁbeéi |
L Amentally-deranged,
Bethei Chima, has been shot
on the legs after running
amok with a CU.ﬂaES insidea
police station in Purt-Bauetﬁ'

Ewa, was away from the
house.

Okol, a mechanic, whose
shop is close to the burnt
house, told Vanguard: "We
did not know the source of the
fire. It 1s still a mystery how
the fire started and spread so
fast that the woman and the
two children could not es-

, cape.”

The woman, Okoi said, was
from Akwa Ibom State, while
her husband 1s from Abini, a
neighbouring village to
Ugep.

He said: “They have been
living here for some time and

hree Yeafs ago

A police snurcésald that?:

tion on September 11 witha

cutlass and chased pohcemenéfj

away from their duty posts.

The source further disciosed

that the Nigerian dispos-
"SEﬁsed one of the policemen

on duty of his riffie and be-:

‘gan firing sporadically.

‘The source said that it tuﬁk}:
the s*mft 1nt&rventmn of an

the time the fire engulfed the
house, Denis was not at home
and effort by other tenants to
stop the fire did not yield fruit
as the flame was too fierce."

The fire completely razed
several motor parts and pro-
vision shops, which were in
the front of the building.

“The fire started suddenly
and was so fierce that nobody
could salvage anything,"” Okoi
said.

The body of the woman had
been deposited at the Ugep
General Hospital Mortuary,
while those of the children
had been buried.

 anti -r0bbery team to hring thef‘f -

| sltuamn under control.
Ctnma stormed the police sta- .
pital, CHU, Cocody, Abidjan,
where heis currently receiving
- treatment, Chimasaid thatthe
police was aware of his reason
for attacking the station. da

At Central Umversxty Hﬂs-zi .

Chima, a Nigerian from Imo

:State, who sounded quite in-
" coherently, accused the
lIvorian police of using his

name to play politics and




