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News

N384bn
benefit:
Labour
alleges 12
PHCN staff
kidnapped

BY VICTOR AHIU-
MA-YOUNG

RGANISED Labourin

the nation's power sec-
torweekend in Abuja, raised
alarm that no fewer than four
workers of the Power Hold-
ing Company of Nigeria,
PHCN, have been killed
while 12 others have been
kidnapped, with several oth-
ers injured in less than two
weeks afterthe Federal Gov-
ernment announced the re-
lease and payment of
N384billion alleged workers'
terminal benefits.

The union under the um-
brella of the National Union
of Electricity Employees,
NUEE, claimed the said
amount was not only ficti-
tious, but used to deceive in-
vestors that labour issues
had been resolved for them
to sign agreement with gov-
emnment,

At a briefing on the out-
come of the union's Nation-
al Executive Council, NEC,
meeting, the union handed
down a two-week ultimatum
to the Federal Government
to among others, withdraw
the announcement of what
the union called N384billion
terminal benefits, including
the use of “sacked workers"”
to describe PHCN staff fail-
ing which the sector will be
shut down from March 15,
2013.

Man, 30, beheads father in Ebonyi

® Over alleged prophesy from a pastor

BY PETER OKUTU

A BAKALIKI—EBONYI
State Police command,
weekend, said it had arrested a
middle-aged farmer, Okechuk-
wu Ogbonna, who allegedly sev-
ered the head of his 60-year-old

father, Ogbonnaya Okereke over
alleged mysticissues.” ™

Vanguard gathered that the in-
cident which took Pplace around
5:30 pm last Saturday at_Isun-
diede village in Izzi Local Gov-
emment Area of the stafe. sawthe
30-year-old suspect, who Te-
turned from Church, brought out
a machete and proceeded to at-
tack his defenceless father in
their residence.

Okechukwu, it was learnt, car-
ried out the attack following a
prophesy he received from the
Pastor of a Pentecostal church
(name withheld) who allegedly
told him that his father was spir-

itually manipulating his destiny,
thereby making it impossible for
him to make progress in life like
his mates.

However, sources close to the
family revealed that the suspect
before committing the dastardly
act had displayed animosity
against his father for not send-
ing him to school or showing any
interest in his future.

Policé arrest 70 ove

Damoche

Confirming the arrest of the sus-
pect, Ebonyi State Police Public
Relations Officer, DSP Sylvester
Igbo, stated that the body of the
deceased had sincebeen depos-
ited ata mortuary while investi-
gations were on to unravel the
identity of the pastor. »

his father did not show any in-

“When the suspect was arrest-
ed hesaid he took the action be-
cause of the prophesy he re-
ceived from a pastor that his fa-
ther was manipulating his desti-
ny and that the reason he also
committed the act was because

Wukari yam market burnt um a séctazmn crisis in Taraba State. Photo:

r murder of LASU student,

terest in training him in school.”

It was also gathered that bare-
ly two weeks ago at 1 Elias
Street, Abakaliki, a middle-aged
woman and a schoo] teacher,
Mrs. Joy Uchaji allegedly killed
her two children with a machete
then fled to Lagos.

BY IFEANYI OKOLIE &
DONALD ARJI
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Speaking on behalf of the more students stated that +ha

Consequently, students of
union, its General Secretary, -
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