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Gunmen Kill
5, raze
palace, 9
houses in
Delta

BY EMMAAMAIZE

ERE, DELTA—SUS-
PECTED militants
have_killed five persons,
razed no fewer than 10
houses, including the pal-
kingdom, Isoko South Lo-
cal Government Areaof
Delta State, His Royal

fingered a Tetifed army
general for the carnage.
Giving the genesis of the
crisis, he said: "Priorto the
_ 2011 general elections the
former Chief of Defence
Staff sent emissaries to my
palace with a view to lur-
ing me to support his can-
didate, who was contest-
_ ing election into the Delta
State House of Assembly

an ensuing riot, and con-
frontation with security
agents, after demonstrators
from the community, an-
gling for the signing ofa
Memorandum of Under-
standing, MoU, laid siege
to the Shell Petroleum Pro-
duction Company, SPDC
facility in Uzere.

Udogri I, however, as-
serted that the disturbance
in the community had
nothing to do with oil as
alleged by some persons,
stating, “my refusal to yield
to their request on account
of my position as a father
to all may have angered
the general”.

His words, “I strongly be-
lieve that the negative ut-
terances and attitude of the
general towards my palace
thereafter are tied to my
refusal to endorse his can-
didate.

“There were other candi-
dates that came to me for
endorsement and it was
the same position I took on
the issue,” he added.

According to him, "I am

sure that was when he
launched a war against the
palace. Since then, we
have not known peace in
Uzere community. Sever-
al lives have been lost
while properties worth mil-
lions of naira have been
wasted in the land.”
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