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Arepo pipeline vandals...now in police nt

AREPO FIRE:

Our colleague killed 3NNPC
staff—Pipeline vandal

BY EVELYN USMAN, BOSE
ADELAJA & IFEANYI OKOLIE

O fewer than four sus

pected vandals havebeen
arrested by the Inspector Gener-
al of Police Special Task Force on
Anti Pipeline Vandalism, follow-
ing Wednesday's explosion on the
System 2 B pipeline in Arepo,
Ogun State.

One of the vandals on the
Vanguard gathered, was said to
be part of those who allegedly
killed staff of Nigerian National
Petroleum Corporation, last year
at Arepo. The suspects identified
as Wale Onan, Owekeware Olu-
sor Ekperemor, Ebimiru Yeyha
and Truce Iroju, were reportedly
arrested, yesterday, around Konu
and Majidun areas of Ogun
State. Vanguard gathered that
the vandals intentionally set fire
on the ruptured pipeline.

Assistant Commissioner of Po-
lice in-charge of the Task Force,
Friday Ibadin, who confirmed the
arrest, explained that policemen
led by the Lagos State Sector
Commander, Onaghise Os-
ayande, a Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police, DSP, cordoned off
the area immediately they re-
ceived a distress call at about
4.30am. He said they extended
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their search to Majidun where
they spotted some of the vandals
in a hideout.

While four of them were arrest-
ed, others, managed to escape
through the creeks. During inter-
rogation, the suspects reportedly
claimed to have set the pipelines
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duced platform which would en- that

able the police to have thorough
urveillance of the area.
In his confessioral sta

one of the suspects, Wale Onan,
said: “We learnt that NNPC was
mounting a platform close to the
creeks and that will be bad busi-
ness for us. So it was agreed that
we should try and stop them,

pending when we must have got

enough supply that we can man-
agebefore another spot is discov-
ered.

Discovery of
another spot

"On Wednesday, wesneaked in
through theriver at about 12 mid-
night and siphoned the product
into few gallons. While we were
leaving, Yukun lit a cigarette and
threw it at the ruptured part and
the fire started again. Igbekorowa,
asked us to move ahead of him
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while himself and
Yukun followed
behind. But we
did not know that

I;’:_lol.icer‘nen were
ding in the bush.”

Wale added in his confessional
statement that Ighekorowa who
managed to escape, was among
the vandals that killed three staff
PC last year, adding also
3nother member of his gang

January 13, 2013, explosion

. while siphoning petroleum prod-

uct at Arepo, was receiving treat-
ment in Ondo State.

Another suspect Owekeware
claimed that he never knew that
they were going to the spot to
cause another fire incident. He
said: “Shortly after that fire out-
break, it was agreed that we
should stay away from that spot
and look for another area. I was
surprised when Igbekorowa
called and asked me to meet him
at the waterside.

He convinced me to join them,
when we were about leaving;
Yukun threw a cigarette back to
the spot after we were safe from
the fire. I was shocked and they
explained that NNPC wants to
mount a permanent security post
in that area. They said that once
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the fire is on, those engineers
cannot erect any structure be-

cause of the heat. I never knew

that this was their plan that was

why we were allowed to fall into

police trap while they escaped.”
Meanwhile the Director Gen-

most of the structures as cover; to
siphon petroleum products from
the NNPC pipelines, adding that
some house owners in the com-
munity have contravened thelaw
by erecting structures close to the
pipeline; not minding warnings
from government that the place
is a danger zone. ‘

He noted: “Structures are not
supposed to be erected around
here; but as you can see, they
evenbuild their houses very close
tothe pipelinezones. Someof the
houses are not yet occupied but
there are indications that thevan-
dals come during the night to
carry out their nefarious activities,
using the buildings as cover. As
you can see, the NNPC erecteda
sign board long time ago warn-
ing people of the dangers associ-
ated with erecting structures close
to NNPC pipelines. But, the sign
board had been pulled down and
relocated; while residents have
encroached the pipeline areas.”

Knowledge of
the residents

He enjoined residents to coop-
erate with NSCDC by exposing
the vandals; saying there is no
way the vandals could operate
without the knowledge of the res-
idents, even as he said the corps
would acquire updated technol-
ogy whichwould assistinthearea
of surveillance.

“This place is a riverine area,
and the vandals have improved

. on their mode of operation. They

have their local equipment and
expertise. They make use of kegs,
drums and polyethene bags to
give the impression that they are
fishermen; however, we have
made substantial arrests and some
of them will soon be prosecuted.
The corps would have to restrat-
egise in the area of surveillance
and acquire new devices to en-
sure thejobisdone” -
Abolurin who said about 15 van-
dals had been arrested in the past
one week in respect of Arepo ex-
plosion, called for collaboration
with governors, relevant security

¢ On Wednesday; we sneaked in through
the river at about 12 midnightand si-
phoned the product into few gallons.
While we were leaving, Yukun lit a
cigarette and threw it at the ruptured

part and the fire started again

eral of Nigeria Security and Civil
Defence Corps, NSCDC, Dr. Ade
Abolurin, yesterday, accused res-
idents of Arepo community of aid-
ing and abating pipeline vandal-
ism in the area. The comman-
dant who took a walk round the
community discovered some
buildings with pipes laid to the
stream where the NNPC pipe-
lines are laid.

Abolurin said that vandals use
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operatives and the community to
always give vital information
about the activities of the vandals.

He said: “Most of the vandals
havebeen sent packing from the
Niger Delta area; unfortunately
they want to relocate to Ogun and
Lagos States. May I use this me-
dium to inform them that Nigeria
is not a place anybody can shake
anyhow? So, it is either they co-

‘operate or flee from the country."
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