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From left: Otunba Adebayo Christopher Alao-Akala, former Oy
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Gov Akala 2012 inter-denominational Xmas carol, at Opadoyin Akala Lodge Ogbomoso.

BY KINGSLEY OMONOBI

o BUJA—SEVEN soldiers
who recently graduated

from the School of Artillery in
Kotangora, Niger State, met
their untimely death, Sunday,
as they were crushed by a
truck along Abaji-Abuja road.
O This came as another acci-
dent involving an 18-seater
Toyota Hiace bus on Abaji-

ristmas tragedy: 7 soldiers,
others die in road crashes

death of the soldiers was con-

EFCC arrests

By IFEANYI OKOLIE

E embattled Chairman

of Bi-Courtney Highway
Services, Mr. Wale Babalakin,
who is being prosecuted by the

rmed by the Garrison Com-
mand but added that full de-

o Stale Governor; his wife,
Oluwakemi and Chief Sunday Adewusi, former Inspector General of Police, singing at the Former

tails of the remote and im-
mediate cause of the ac-
cident had not reached
him.

Meanwhile, another
road crash on Abaji-Loko-
ja road also, yesterday,
claimed the lives of three
passengers and injured
three others. Road safety
officials at the scene of
the crash said they recov-
ered N50,460 and a live
goat from the scene.

O5 drown in Omam-
bala River, in Anam-
bra

Five teenagers also re-
portedly drowned in
Omambala River at Umu-
ezeanam, Anambra West,
Local Government Area,
yesterday. :

The children, four boys
and a girl went swimming
for fun in the river where
they were later allegedly
found to have drowned.

Four of the victims, who are

om the same family, includ-

ing the girl among them, and
their friend, had travelled with
their parents from Lagos to the
village for the yuletide celebra-
tions when they met their un-
timely end on Christmas Eve.

Bi-Courtney boss, Babalakin

Court.

Justice Ibrahim Buba, howev-
ey, dismissed his application say-
ing “it was wrong for the appli-
cant to approach the court to en-
force his fundamental human

rights but a case of non-compliance
to enjoy that right. The suit is in-
tended to gag the EFCC so that
they will not take him to court.”

Justice Buba had on Monday;,

December 17, 2012 refused to grant

Lokoja road killed three pas- ~Economicand Financial Crimes right when there was apending  an ex-parte order restraining the
sengers, while three others Commission, EFCC, for alleged criminal chargeagainsthimatthe  EFCC from arresting or detaining
sustained injuries. money laundering was arrested high court”, noting that the = Babalakin without hearing from the
M111tary sources told Van- YeSteranv bY operatives of the personal hberty of an individual respondents_ Rather, the judge or-
guard that the newly traiped commission, shortly after he Was  Las not absolute? The judgealso dered Babalakin to serve the re-
artillery soldiers had just discharged from the Lagos Uni- ;4 i¢ wwill not augur well forthe spondents to enable them respond
graduated from a course at the versity Teaching Hospital, LUTH. peace and progress of the soci- to the motion on notice.
Nigerian Army School of Ar-  Babalakin, who spent 23 days etyif any person witha criminal ~ Another judge, Justice Idris had
tillery in Niger State and atthehospital, was scheduled to chargeina court approachesan- onDecember 15, 2012 dismissed a
boarded an Edo-bound vehi- be arraigned before Justice Ad- iy, or'to enforce his fundamental  similar application by Babalakin
cle, all clad in their military ~eniyi Onigbanjo of Ikeja High , right; adding that "no- for an order of prohibition against
attires obviously elated that ~Court, Thursday, November 30, body is above the law, no matter the EFCC and the Attorney Gen-
they had finished the tough 2012 but his arraignment was . person's position orstatus.”  eral of Federation from arraigning
course and were going home  scuttled by his admission in the him before the Lagos High Court
to join their loved ones before  hospital. After his arrest, yester- pyi o iccal of on the grounds that the applica-
the accident happened. day, he was swiftly taken to the application tion was defective as it failed to com-
commﬁsmri s Ikoy1d0£ﬁ<_:e elclil La- . ply with Order 35 Rule 4 of the
Engine gos, where ne was detained. ; ; Federal High Court Civil P -
: He said Babalakin as a g roce
problem Spokesman for the Commis- Senior Advocate of Nigeria dure Rules, which require the ap-

sion, Wilson Uwujaren, who con-
firmed the arrest to Vanguard,
said Babalakin has been granted

should not be afraid to face the
court and, therefore, dismissed
his application as lacking in merit.

The engine of their chartered
Edo-bound bus was said to

plicant to depose to an affidavit af-
ter serving the court papers on the
parties in the suit.

have developed a fault short-
ly before Abaji town when all
the passengers, made up of
the seven soldiers and some
civilians, disembarked and
stood close to it while the driv-
er was working on the prob-
lem.

It was learnt that suddenly
and unknown to them, a ce-
ment truck, lost control and in
an attempt to bring it to a halt,
ran into the bus and crushed
the soldiers. The civilian pas-
sengers of the bus sustained
several degrees of injuries.

Contacted on the develop-
ment, the Chief of Staff, De-
partment of Army Public Re-

bail, adding that he was, howev-
er, yet to perfect the process. He
said: “Yes he was arrested and
he is currently in our office in
Ikoyi, Lagos. In fact he has been
granted bail but he is yet to per-
fectit. Hewill appear in court on
January 17, 2013"

Babalakin had made several
efforts to stop his trial by the
EFCC. He had approached a
Federal High Court, seeking an
order to enforce his fundamental
human right by way of prevent-
ing the EFCC, agents or security
agencies of government from
harassing, arresting or detaining
him, further to the charge filed
by the EFCC at the Lagos High

EFCC's counsel, Mr Rotimi
Jacobs, SAN, had told the court
that the commission is vested with
the power to investigate, arrest
and prosecute persons for finan-
cial crimes. He also told the court
that Babalakin did not abide by
the terms of the administrative
bail granted him by the Commis-
sion. On the issue of Babalakin's
ill-health which his counsel, Wale
Akoni, SAN, made copious ref-
erence to, Rotimi said that there
was nothing before the court on
the current state of the suspect's
health.

Rotimi said: “It is not a case of
denial of fundamental human

Fhe judge held that failure to

depose to such affidavit and file
same before the court had robbed
the court of its jurisdiction to enter-
tain the matter. The court vacated
the order it earlier granted the ap-
plicant permitting him to institute
the prohibition suit against the
EFCC and subsequently awarded
NS5, 000 cost against the applicant.

Babalakin, alongside Alex Okoh,

Stabilini Visioni Limited, Bi-Court-
ney Limited and Renix Nigeria
Limited are scheduled to appear
before an Ikeja High Court on Jan-
uary 17, 2013 to take their plea on
a 27-count charge of offences bor-
dering on money laundering.
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