24 killed in Bauchi, Borno, Kano
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AUCHI—NO fewer

than 24 people were
killed in Bauchi, Borno
and Kano States within
Sunday and yesterday
following different forms
of crises that rocked the
areas.

About 10 people were
killed in Bauchi when
villagers and security
perSonnel tried to pre-
vent"suspected arnied
roBbers from dispossess-
ing innocent individuals
of their property, while
three persons were kllled
in an early morning
bomb blasts that rocked
Kano State yesterday.

l:leven others were
killed in Borno when
members ot The Joint
Task Force, JTE clashed
with suspected terrorists
in Maiduguri, the state
capital.

In Bauchi, several peo-
ple including two secu-
rity men, some robBe&ry
suspects and villagers
lost their lives durifig an
exchange of gunfire with
four suspected armed
robbers in Azare, head-
quarters of Katagum Lo-
cal Government Area of
the state.

Junction during the early
morning rush hour.

The source said: “What
appeared like a low cali-
bre time bomb went off at
the city centre during the
morning rush hour, leav-
ing a police officer, a
Hisbah guard and a lo-
cal traffic officer, among
others, seriously in-
jured.”

«11 In Maldugurl

==In Maiduguri, violence
was said to have broken
out resulting in the death
11 people at 9am yester-
day, when two people
suspected to be terrorists
were shot dead while
three others were ar-
rested by men of JTF at
the main entrance of the
Musa Usman Civil Serv-
ice Secretariat amid
multipie explosions at
the Gwange Wward.

Mr. Inuwa Usman, a
resident of the area said
nobody died during the
Gwange explosions, but
that an ANPP Councilor,
Abatcha Gajigana was
shot dead 1n his resi-
dence 1n the area, just as
two classroom teachers
were Killed 1n their class-

rooms.
The school proprietor,
Kofi Amag said he would
close the institution fol-
lowing the attack.

o«in Bauchl

In Bauchi, the actual
number of casualties was
not clear. But residents
put the number between
10 and 12 including two
sé"Tmty men, six civil-
ians and four suspected
armed robbers, even as
several others were in-
jured.

A community leader,
who spoke on condition
of anonymity, said: “10
people were killed and3a
funeral prayer of three
civilians Was held at tire
Azere Central Mosque
after the Magrib Prayer.

“But the dead bodies of
the two security person-
nel and four armed rob-
bers killed by security
men were not brought to
the mosque.”

Commissloner
speaks

In his account of the
incident Bauchi State
Police Commissioner,
Mohammed Ladan ex-

plained that the four
armed men that attacked
the Seeds Market were
killed by security person-
nel.

Ladan said the incident
started when some gun-
men, suspected to be
armed robbers, attacked
the market in Azare at
12:30pm, and robbed
some people of their be-
longings.

He said the attackers
were about to escape
when some good Sa-
maritans alerted security
agencies, prompting a
hot chase by a combined

team of security men and
some indigenes of
Azare.

He said: “Both the Po-
lice, Army and Azare
community pursued
them. There was serious
exchange of fire and in
the process all the four
armed robbers were
killed.

“Some security person-
nel sustained injuries,
but I do not have the de-
tails of the casualties on
the part of the security
personnel. We will get
the actual details after
investigation.”

Oil wells: Anambra, Kogi meet
over boundaries demarcation
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