kareem Ibrahim and two
of his sub commanders.
Abdulkareem Ibrahim
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Force, Department of
State Security and the
Nigeria Police Force Dog
section, in a combined
special operation yester- :
, ; day, in Maiduguri, killed T -
- : . ﬁ a top commander of the | RS
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CONDOLENCE—
From left: Former Gov-
ernor of Lagos State,
Senator Ahmed Bola
Tinubu; with Governor
Ibikunle Amosun of
Ogun State and
Gen.Muhammadu
Buhari at the three-day
prayer for Buhari's late
daughtler, Zulaihatu in
Kaduna, yesterday.
Photo:Olu Ajayi.
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Wanted Boko Haram Commander
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aborted before they oc-
curred, insisting that
Nigeria remains safe in
spite of bombings just as
the Sultan of Sokoto,
Alhaji Sa'ad Abubakar
111 stressed the need for
collective action against
the bombings.

How operation
succeded — JTF

On the killing of Boko
Haram top commander,
the JTF in a statement
by its spokesman, Lieu-
tenant Colonel Sagir
Musa, said
Abdulkareem was a no-
torious terrorist
Commander, who has
been responsible for the
recent spates of assassi-
nations and bomb
attacks in Maiduguri.

He said: “In a follow
up operation by the JTF
to arrest some key Com-
manders of the Boko
Haram Terrorists in
Bulabulin area of
Maiduguri on Novem-
ber 29, 2012, where the
JTF lost a personnel with

From left: Venerable Ladipo FEso, son of the deceased; Arc ..Olumide Eso,

widow of the deceased, Mrs. Helen Aina Eso and Osun State Deputy Gover-
nor, Mrs. Titi Laoye- Tomori when members of the Osun State Executive
Council paid a condolence visit to the widow of Late Justice Kayode Eso at

his residence in Ibadan.

one other injured, the
Joint Task Force with
members of the Depart-
ment of State Security
and the Nigeria Police
Force Dog Section, in a
combined operation this
morning, launched a
special raid operation
along Damboa - Biu
Road to capture one of
the major Terrorist Com-
manders Abdulkareem
Ibrahim, top on its

LIFEWORDS

BY PASIOR ITUAH

A nation that is afraid to let its people judge the
truth and falsehood in an open market is a nation
that is afraid of its people — John F. Kennedy. By)|
His grace and mercy we will build a nation where
truth and justice shall reign.

TAKE HEART

BY ELLA RANDILF

We're taught to try to live life without regret.
But if you want to be fully functional and fully
human and fully humane, I think you need fo
learn fo live, not without regret, buf with it

— Kathryn Schulz

1S may seem really evolutionary thinking
but Kathryn Schulz seems to make a clear
understanding on the premise about having re-
gret in life. We experience regrets when we think
that our present situation could be better or hap-
pier if we had done something different in the past.
So in other words, regret requires two things. It
requires, first of all, that we had to make a deci-
sion in the first place. And second of all, it requires
imagination. We need to be able to imagine going
back and making a different choice, and then we
need to be able to spool this imaginary record for-
ward and imagine how things would be playing
out in our present.

Research findings show that the things we re-
gret most in life: Number one by far, education. 33
percent of all of our regrets pertain to decisions we
made about education. We wish we’d gotten more
of it. Others very high on our list of regrets include
career, romance, parenting, various decisions and
choices about our sense of self.

To really move forward in life, we need to learn
to love the flawed, imperfect things that we create
and to forgive ourselves for creating them. Regret
doesn’t remind us that we did badly. It reminds us
that we know we can do better.

wanted list.

"During the operations .

and in the enisuring fire--quarters in Abuja which

Abdulkareem

fight,

Ibrahim and two of his’

sub Commanders were
killed and an AK47 rifle

with other arms and am- .
" But

munition were recov-
ered. Abdulkareem was
a notorious terrorist
Commander who has
been responsible for the
recent spates of assassi-
nations and bomb at-
tacks in Maiduguri. He
is one of the top “Amirs"
(Commanders) recently
declared in the Bounty
list released by the JTF
to members of the pub-
lic. The JTF will:con-
tinue to appreciate all
information that will
lead to more. arrest of

the sect Commanders

declared in the Bounty

as well as other informa- -

tion that will help in‘its
conduct of operations to
eliminate terrorist activi-
ties in the State".

Nigeria still safe
—Jonathan

Meanwhile, President
Goodluck Jonathan has
insisted that Nigeria re-
mains safe in spite of
bombings, and urged
Nigerians not to enter-
tain any fear in their
daily activities even as
the Sultan of Sokoto,
Alhaji Sa'ad Abubakar
111 called on Nigerians
to come together in the
fight against terrorism
and other violent crimes
in the country.

There have been an
upsurge in the activities
of the Islamic sect, with
the latest attacks in stra-
tegic places like the

Military Church in Jaji

.and the SARS Head-

had raised doubts in
some quarters on the
capability of the present
administration to tackle
insecurity.

President
Jonathan, in a statement

_issued yesterday by his

Senior Special Assistant
on Public Affairs, Dr
Doyin Okupe, stressed
that it was in the char-
acter of insurgency
worldwide to auda-
ciously attack institu-
tions that will promote
maximum fears in the
heart of the citizenry.

.. The President, who re-

called when the IRA

10 people

EN persons had

their throats slit
and militants killed two
police officers during at-
tacks on churches and
border posts in a fresh
wave of violence in
Borno State officials re-
ported yesterday.

No group has claimed
responsibility for the
attack which happend
weekend in Chibok Lo-
cal Government Area of
Borno State, local offi-
cials said.

"The attackers came in
around 9:00 pm chant-
ing ‘Allahu Akbar’,
which made us suspect
they are Boko Haram,"
said a local government
official on condition of
anonymity.

“They moved into se-
lected homes in the pre-
dominantly Christian
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2015 face-off:
President in
fresh
plot against
Obasanjo

bombed the hotel in
which the British Prime

Minister, Margaret
Thatcher and core mem-
bers of her Cabinet were
holding a meeting, said
it was not surprising
that such strategic
places were attacked in
Nigeria.

Said he: "It is not sur-
prising therefore that as
a consequence of the re-
cent activities of the in-
surgents; some dailies
reported that “nowhere
is safe in Nigeria.” In
truth and in reality this
statement is not correct.
“President Goodluck
Ebele Jonathan, wishes
to assure Nigerians that
in spite of this situation,
the country is still
largely safe and secure.

“President Jonathan
wishes to state categori-
cally of his unwavering
commitment and deter-
mination to fight insecu-
rity wherever they are
found in Nigeria,"”

" Okupe noted.

He assured that the
Jonathan-administration
was prepared to further

part of the town and
slaughtered 10 people
like sheep,” the official
added.

“Who else apart from
Boko Haram members
would go into homes and
slit the throats of 10 peo-
ple?” said another local
official.

"They came armed
with guns but decided to
butcher their victims.”

Local resident Ezekiel
Damina said: “The men
came in large numbers
and went into homes
which were carefully se-
lected, and slaughtered
10 people while shout-
ing ‘Allahu Akbar' (God
is Greatest).

“They then set houses
in the area on fire. They
just sacked the neigh-
bourhood.”

The group was also

WHY DID HE
DISCREDIT THIS
ADMINISTRATION
BY CRITISING THE
PRESIDENCY ON THE
SECURITY
CHALLENGES
FACING THE
COUNTRY?

TROUBLE

SEE ME
SEE

enhance and ensure the -

security of lives and
property of all Nigeri-
ans, irrespective of their
locations within the
country.

FG boosts
Intelligence
gathering

As for intelligence
gathering, Okupe ex-
plained that Govern-
ment has acquired and
deployed highly sophis-
ticated security equip-
ment and members of the
security agencies have
received and continue to
receive adequate train-
ing such that intelli-
gence gathering capac-
ity have witnessed a
monumental increase in
capacity to gather infor-
mation.

According to Okupe,
this has been responsi-
ble for the reduction in
over 70 per cent of the
activities of the Boko
Haram and other sinis-
ter plans before they oc

Continues on page 8

slaughtered in Borno

suspected of being be-
hind a series of attacks
Sunday on churches and
border posts in north-
eastern Nigeria, which
according to residents
left at least two police-
men dead. A

Around 50 gunmen in
cars and on motorcycles
carried out attacks on
three churches and bor-
der posts with neigh-
bouring Cameroon,
opening fire on police,
residents said.

Among the security
posts burned were of-
fices for immigration,
customs and the secret
police and a quarantine
building in the city of
Gamboru Ngala, about
140 kilometres (80 miles)
from the Boko Haram
stronghold of
Maiduguri.



VISIT: Governor Rotimi Amaechi of Rivers State

visit o Sokoto State, weekend. PHOTO: Abayomi Adeshida.

(right) being conducted round the construction site

of the Sokofto State University by his host, Governor Aliyu Wamakko (left) during Amaechi’s two-da y

Police kill 2 alleged robbers in Lagos

BY IFEANYI OKOLIE

O members of a six-
man robbery gang
said to be specialists in
terrorising customers of
popular eateries around
Lagos were, yesterday,
killed during an ex-
change of gunfire be-
tween members of the
gang and the police at
Allen area of Ikeja, Lagos
State.

Two members of the -

gang were also arrested
at the end of the gun bat-
tle, while four cut-to-size
double barrel guns and 20
live ammunition were re-
covered from them.

Also, six persons have
been arrested by the po-
lice in connection with the

violent communal clash
that engulfed the Ajah
area of Lagos State over
control of motor parks last
week.

The clash was between
Ilaje and Ajah residents,
which resulted in the kill-
ing of three persons while
buildings and valuable
property were destroyed.

Vanguard gathered that
the alleged bandits met
their waterloo when they
attempted to rob a popu-
lar eatery located at Allen
junction.

The bandits were said to
have stormed the eatery
around noon, attempting
to rob both operators and
customers of the eatery.

Sources said the police
at Ikeja Divison and Area

F Command in Ikeja, got
a distress call and raced
to the scene.

A source, who pleaded
anonymity, said the police
on arrival at the scene po-
sitioned themselves stra-
tegically, while the ban-
dits, in theirbid to escape,
opened fire on the police-
men. The policemen re-
sponded promptly.

Lagos State Command
Public Relations Officer,
PPRO, Ngozi Braide,
while confirming the re-
port said two other mem-
bers of the gang escaped
with bullet wounds.

He urged members of
public to be on alert and
always report suspicious
movement around their
areas to the police.

LRy S T YT L UL )

plot, orchestrated by PDP
high command, in fur-

Boko Haram

CLPILULS Palll LLIE SLdtle Leg-
islators have chosen to
tread.

commander killed

Continues from page 5

cur but said unfortu-
nately, these are not
made known to members
of the public.

Rather than entertain-
ing fears, Okupe
stressed that in times like
this, Nigerians should
endeavour to exhibit the
fire of patriotism, and
advised the nation to
rally round the govern-
ment in its efforts to root
out the criminal elements
within the society.

He said: “We should

Reacting on the latest
development in the Ajah
violence, the PPRO said
traditional title holder in
the community was
among the people ar-
rested.

She stated that normalcy
had been restored and
policemen from several
formations had been
drafted to the area.

ACN commiserates with Buhari

Agl‘ ION Congress of
igeria, can, has ex-
tended its condolences to
Gen. Muhammadu
Buhari (rtd.) on the death
of his first daughter,
Zulaihatuy, saying the par-
ty's leadership and the

entire members share the
deep pain brought by her
untimely death.

In a statement issued in
Kaduna on Sunday by its
National Publicity Secre-
tary, Alhaji Lai Moham-
med, the party said al-

though no words were
strong enough to ease the
painbrought about by the
death of Zulaihatu, “Gen.
Buhari should be assured
that he is in our every
thought and prayer at this
difficult time.”

not allow fear and de-
spair to overcome us,
rather we should draw
strength from our well-
known spirit of national-
ism and forebearance to
support the government
and the security agen-
cies in their effort to curb
the menace.”

He also urged the me-
dia to join hands and key
in into the transforma-
tion agenda and ensure
that sensational reports
that could tarnish Niger-
ia's image and bring the
country into disrepute
and create anxiety and
panic are avoided as
much as possible.

He said: “This govern-
ment is committed to
moving the country for-
ward.

"The reform in the
power and agricultural
sectors and current
infrastructural rehabili-
tation and development
are taking shape.

“These will encourage
the growth of local enter-
prise and increase in for-
eign direct investment in
an unprecedented man-
ner which will in turn
provide more jobs, create
wealth amongst the
citizenry and reduce ten-
dencies towards crimina-
lity and other social ma-
laise in our Nation.

“The President wishes
to assure Nigerians that
government will not rest
but will continue to work."”



