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One killed, others trapped as building
collapses in Imo

BY CHIDI
NEKWODADA. -

WERRI—-ONE
person was con-
firmed dead while an
undisclosed number of
artisans were reportedly
trapped when a three-
storey building col-
lapsed at about 9pm Sun-
day night, in Owerri, Imo
State.

Vanguard investiga-
tions revealed that some
of the workers engaged
by the landlord and con-
tractor of the ill-fated
house were resting in the
building when it crum-
bled.

It was also gathered
that the dead man, Mr.
Joseph Bassey Ekandem,

Opi Nsukka
rape: Enugu
House urges
Police to
prosecute
culprits

BY TONY EDIKE

NUGU—ENUGU
State House of As-
sembly, yesterday, re-
ceived the report of the

a 28-year -old carpenter

WAL AN only chtetnt hie -

parents who hailed from

" Cross Rivers State.

Speaking to Vanguard

at the scene of the gory

incident, the Executive
Secretary of Imo State
Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, ISEMA,
Mrs. Uche Ezeonyeasi,
expressed shock that the
landlord and his contrac-
tor upon hearing about
the incident, visited the
scene and simply locked
the gate and vanished
into the thin air.

Ezeonyeasi said there
the landlord or his con-
tractor reported the inci-
dent to the police, State
Security Service, SSS or
ISEMA.

She lamented that be-
cause the state govern-
ment did not have the
needed equipment to
handle such a disaster, its
only option was to en-
gage the services of con-
tracting firms to assistin
the rescue operation.

The state Commission-
er of Police, Mr. Adisa

show that . .

Baba Bolanta, who ap-
peared _short of words,

simply said:- “We Will Go |

after the landlord and his
contractor. They must
give account of what hap-
pened here.”

At the time of going to
press, a combined team
of Nigerian Security and
Civil Defence Corps,
NSCDC, police, army,
State Security Service,
Red Cross and sympa-
thizers were still busy
digging through the rub-
bles in search of other
workers.

‘Diabetes, major cause of

poverty —QOdeniyi

BY BARTHOLOMEW
MADUKWE,
NWOPOKE MICHAEL

CHINENYE

DON, Dr. Ifedayo
Odeniyi, yesterday
identified diabetes as a
major cause of poverty
and a barrier to economic
development, urging the
Federal Government to
grant waivers on importa-
tion of drugs for its treat-
ment.
Odeniyi, who is of the
Department of Medicine,
College of Medicine, Uni-

versity of Lagos, said
about 8.6 million people
were living with diabetes

Speaking on the theme, ™

Diabetes: The emerging
Threat to Human Race, at
Lagoon Hospital Friends'
16th annual lecture in La-

-gos, Odeniyi called for

more education on diabe-
tes, noting that diabetes
was a global health disas-
ter with critical connec-
tions.

He also described dia-
betes as a neglected cause
of maternal hospitality
and a household burden.
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