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unmen on the

rampage in Kogi, Yobe

oCop killed in bank, police station raid
eSchool attacked, burnt
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° L-R: Wife of the

celebrant; Mrs. Jumoke
Adamolekun; Guest:
lecturerand Ministerof
Lands, Housin »
Urban - Development, -
Ms. Amal Pepple;
celebrant, Professor
Oladipupo
Adamolekun; Ondo §
State Governor, Dr.
Olusegun Mimiko; a
guest, Dr. (Mrs.)
Ogugua Osi-Ogbu;
wife of Ekiti State
Governor, Erelu  Bisi
Fayemi; and her BB
huband, Dr Kayode 5
Fayemi, during the 258
2012 Iju Public Affairs §
Lecture -and 70th
birthday anniversary of -
Prof. Adamolekun, in
Akure, .Ondo -State..

By ISIAKA OYIBO,
Lokoja

ive days after a
bomb making
factory was

uncovered in Kogi State,
gunmen, believed to be
robbers, struck in the state,
at the weekend, attacking
a police station and looting
abank.

The gunmen attack,
which took place in Iyara,
Ijumu Local Government
Area, claimed the life of a
policeman.

Some gunmen also
invaded a school in Yobe
State and burnt it.

An eye-witness told
Sunday Vanguard that the
suspected robbers, who
invaded the Kogi town
around 9.45p.m., on
Friday, split into two and

Continues on page 5
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Gunmen on the rampage in Kog‘i,'Yobe

Continued from page 1

commenced their operation.
They reportedly shot
sporadically into the air.
It was gathered that a group
of the gunmen attacked Iyara
branch of Unity Bank and
bombed the strongroom with
improvised explosive devices
(IED) and carted away some
cash from the vault.

The gunmen were said to have .

killed a policeman on guard
at the bank before blowing up
the strongroom.
The other group was said to
have headed straight for the
Divisional Police Station in the
town where they allegedly met
strong resistance from the
police anti-terrorist squad
which foiled their plans to loot
the armoury.
Residents of Iyara, who spoke
to our correspondent, said the
gunmen held the town
hostage for the better part of
the night as
detonating explosives
indiscriminately amid sporadic
shooting.

Kogi Sgtate police command's
spokesman (PPRO), Mr Ile
Simon (DSP), confirmed the
attack on the bank and the
police station but could not give
casualty figure and the amount
of money taken from the bank.
'"We cannot say for now. All we
got from there is that they
attacked the bank and our
station and there was
exchange of fire'’, Simon said.
Last Sunday, the police had
uncovered a bomb making
factory in Okaito, in Okahi
Local Government Area of the
state.

The building housing the
bomb factory is a four-bedroom

they kept -

apartment. It is the second to
the last building in the area.
The building has since been
pulled down by the
government in conjunction
with security agents.
According to a resident who
craved anonymity, "it was not
long the criminal gangs
rented the building to carry
out their criminal activities.”
He said the house was
owned by an Ebira man, but

-was rented to an unknown

person from Damaturu, Yobe
State, adding that the
residents never envisaged
that such activity was
happening in the house.

Gunmen burn Yobe
school

In the meantime, unknown
gunmen, at the weekend,
burnt a school in Yobe State.
Sources in Damaturu gave
the name of the school as Yobe

Children's Academy.
It is a privately-owned school
with nursery, primary and
secondary arms.
Each of the arms has sets of
blocks allocated to it.
The school is located along the
Gashu'a-Potiskum Bypass in
D amatur u .
The proprietor of the school is
Hajiya Mairo Amshi, a former
Commissioner of Agriculture
in the state.
It was learnt that only one hall
was not totally destroyed in the
s ¢ h o o 1 .
Students of the school writing
their West African
Examinations Council Senior
School Certificate Examination
had to make use of the only
spared hall.
Damaturu has in recent times
become the hotbed of the
activities of the dreaded sect,
Boko Haram.
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Monarch disenfranchise
lawmakers boycott Ogun |

“*Low turn out mars election

BY DAUD OLATUNJI

NE of the first class
Obas in Ogun State ,
the Akarigbo of Remo,
Oba Micheal Adeniyi
Sonarinwo, and his six family

‘members were part of the

_hundreds of the people that were

disenfranchised during
yesterday's election into the 20
local government areas and 236
wards in the state.

The election, characterized by
low voter turn-out, was marred
by irregularities and pockets of
violence as well as ballot
snatching and alleged killings. It
was boycotted by some of the
members of the National
Assembly (both Senate and
House of Representatives) from
the state. S

Former President Olusegun

- Obasanjo, whe, though did not

show up for the efection, had his
name missing: from: the voters’
reqgister at his ward in Abeokuta.
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