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NEWS

Auto crash claims 8 lives in Enugu

BY TONY EDIKE

NUGU-—-NO fewer
than eight persons
have lost their lives in an
auto crash that occurred
along the Enugu-Nsukka
single-carriage way.
Three of the eight victims
in the accident which took
place weekend, wereburnt
beyond recognition.
The State Police Public Re-
lations Officer, Mr. Ebere
Amaraizu, who confirmed
the accident in a statement
yesterday, said the vehicles
involved a DAF trailer with
registration number
XE460AWK and a Ford Bus
with registration number
X A 435 KC.
The vehicles caught fire
and burnt the passengers
in the bus.
He said the bodies of the
deceased had been depos-
ited at Our Saviour Hospi-
tal Mortuary at 9th Mile
awaiting autopsy and col-
lection by their relations.
The PPRO said efforts were
on to track down the flee-
ing driver of the said DAF
t r ail er
In another development,
the State Police Command
said it had commenced full
investigations to determine

the extent of involvement of
one Ifeanyi Ani of Akpugo
in Nkanu West local Gov-
emment Area of the state
in a case of robbery.

The suspect and three oth-
er persons now at large
were allegedly trying to rob
their unsuspecting victims
of their valuables at about

12noononJuly 13,2012 at
9th Mile axis before secu-
rity operatives from 9th
Mile Police Division
swooped on them.
Amaraizu said three of the
suspects escaped with two
motorcycles while one was
apprehended.

According to the police

spokesman, a Barreta pis-
recovered from the suspect,
whom he said, “revealed
that he belonged to the
gang that robbed one
Malachy Eze and other
traders at 9th Mile on July
10, 2012 along Enugu road
9th Mile.”

Abia taskforce impounds 33,000 litres
of unrefined petroleum products

BY ANAYO OKOLI

JAHIA—THE Abia
State Petroleum Mon-
itoring Taskforce has im-
pounded a truck loaded
with 33,000 litres of sub-
stance suspected to be un-
refined petroleum products
at the premises of a private
company in Ossa area of
Umuabhia. )
According to the State
Commissioner for Petrole-
um, Chief Don Ubani, the
arrest of the truck was se-
quel to a petition by the
Ossah Community alleging
that the company had been
operating illegal refinery.
On the strength of the pe-
tition, Ubani said he direct-

_ed the taskforce chairman,

Mr. Tony Anyanwu to in-
vestigate the case, “which
he did and brought back a
report that the suspected
truck and the substance are
at the said premises with a
sample to attest to that ef-
fect".

He said the truck
marked, Abia XB 855 NGK
which had been under sur-
veillance for some days be-
fore theinformation that the
truck was parked some-
where around Ossah Com-
munity.

Ubani said the company
had been deceiving the pub-
lic by claiming to be in a
different business while in-
side the premises it had
“been running anillegal re-

finery contrary to the state
government laws”™.
“Thereis nodoubt that the
contents in the truck is
crude oil, but we are going’
to run a test on it to prove
them wrong and once that :
is donewe will move to the |
next step, which is invok-
ing the laws of the state on
the company and its own-
€rs.
Reacting, a staff of the
company, Mr. Jonathan
Anyanwu denied being in-
volved in running any ille-
gal refinery. According to
him, the company was only
engaged in vegetable oil,
*“where we crush palm ker-
nel to extract vegetable oil
which we sell”.
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