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Youths protest alleged killing of member

-

by JTF in Delta

BYGODWIN OGHRE

S APELE—IT was pan
demonium in
Okirighwre in Sapele
Local Government Area
of Delta State, weekend,
as youths no fewer than
500, protested what they
dascribed as unwarranted
i1lling of one of their mem-
bers by the Joint Military
Task Force, with base in
Koko, Warri North Local
Government Area of the
state. 7
The youths under the ae-
gis of Okirighwre youths,
matched through major
roads, causing heavy traf-

fic jam on the Okirighwre/ -,

Warri highway. The youths
accused JTF operatives of
killing one Mr. Ogbotor
Usieme, -a.k.a Egede,
whom they described as a
peaceful young man,
whose wife, Doris Usieme,
gave birth to a baby boy,
three months ago.
Spokesman of the youths,
Mr David Akponome told
Vanguard that the said

. Ogbotor Usieme went out

to check on a friend about
8pm on Thursday night,
when hewas accostedbya

team of JTF men on
Okeretagba Road in
Okirighwre, whom they al-
leged, opened fire on him
and killed him on the spot.

Akponome also alleged that
after the JTF men had shotand
killed him, they took his lifeless
bodyto the Delta State Univer-
sity Hospital, that night, where
doctors confirmed him dead and

his body was later taken to JTF
basein Koko, while the family
members wereyet torecover it.
Anotheryouth, whospokeon
condition of anonymityand gave
adifference accourt, said, the vic-
tim was theleader of one of the
two factions of youth groups,
which had takenup anmns against
each otherand from whom the
JTFmen had commenced dis-
armingin thelasttwoweeks. He
alleged that during the last disar-
i |

mament session, recently, marny
of the youths surrounded their
anns under thewatchful eyes of
some top officials of Delta State
Government headed bythe Sec-
refary to the State Government,
Mr Ovuzotie Macaulay, adding
that the JTF menwhoshot and
killed the victim wereonarmre-
covery mission and shot the vic-
tim, when he was about to es-
capefrom checkby JTF men.

Rev. Dele George nee Oybemda {2d Iit and other members of the
commiftee after the inaugural meeling of friends and associates of Dr.
Osaigbovo Ogbemuilia met to plan for Ogbemudia's 80th birthday in Benin.

Groups flay deployment of soldiers for Edo
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