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Saturday NEWS

Clerlc, 2 others shot dead by

gunmen in Bomo

BY NDAHI MARAMA

HREE peréons ‘
cluding a cleric and a
cobbler were on Thursday

pected members of the
Boko Haram sectin Maid-

It was also leamt that a
suspected member of the
ect was kﬂled by the mer
of the™ 3 orce,
JTE durmg a shootout 1n

Alsoa mulhple auto crash
involving some vehicles

injured 22 other people at
Tamsukau village of the
stafe along the Maiduguri-
Damaturu road, on Thurs-
day. It was gathered that
some Boko Haram men
had attacked the JTF
troops around Gwange
within the metropolis few
minutes to the commence-
ment of the 7pm curfew on
Thursday night and sub-
sequently met their water-
loo as the military were
prepared for them.
*"Some men in a car had
attacked the JTF soldiers
around the Gwange Four
Primary School, just a few
metres away from the
Health Centre. But the sol-
diers fired back at them,
killing one of them while
the others fled. The sol-
diers later searched the car

and this morning, the JTF - -

came with some anti-bomb
people to detonate the
bomb," a resident around
the area, who preferred an-
onymity told journalists
yesterday.

Moments after the gun

battle in Gwange ward,
another set of gun men
hacked down an Islamic
scholar, one Mohammed
aji Bukarand a cobbler.

those killed were suspect-
ed by to be informants of
the Department of Securi-
ty Services, DSS.

Police Public Realtions
Officer, PPRO, Samuel
Tizhe, an assistant super-
intendent confirmed the
killings of the Islamic cleric

and the cobbler: He said
e police have since cor-

doned off the area, add-
ing that “investigation into

- the killings have since
* commenced.” Hesaid, "It

is true the two persons
were killed last night by
suspected Boko Haram
members. One is a cobbler
while the second is an Is-
lamic scholar. We have
commenced investigations
into the killings and we
call on good spirited indi-
viduals to avail us with
useful information to track
down the sect members."
In another development
a deafening sound from
an explosion was heard in
the city at about 7.15am
yesterday. Sources said the
explosive went off around
Gwange 4 Primary School,
same area where the JTF
engaged the sect in a gun
battle earlier on Thursday.
When contacted, the JTF
spokesman, Lt Colonel
Hassan Mohammed said
he could no longer speak
for the JTE pointing out
that he had been trans-
ferred out of the state.
Another JTF source how-
ever confirmed that there

SouTces revealed that

was no casualty from the
explosion. “We discovered
an Improvised Explosive:
Device, IED, planted by
suspected Boko Haram
sect near a primary school
but it was successful deto-
nated by the JTF this
morning (vesterday),” the
officer who preferred ano-
nymity said. He also con- &
firmed the killing of a Boko I
Haram suspect by the task
force.

BY SIMON EBEG-

BULEM & GABRIEL
ENOGIHOLESE
Benin City

OVERNOR Adams.

Oshiomhole yester-
day unveiled the incum-
bent deputy governor of
the state, Dr Pius Odu-
bu, as his running mate
for the July 14, 2012 gov-
ernorship election in the
state.

The Governor who dlS-
closed that Odubu's
choice was the decision
of the entire leadership
of the party based on his
performance so far as
Deputy Governor of the
state. The Governor, who
spoke at his Campaign
Office in Benin City, also
took a swipe at the Peo-
ples Democratic Party
(PDP) in the state over
their reactions toward
the attempt by the Con-
gress for Progressive
Change (CPC) in the
state to scuttle the Thurs-
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