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By Johnbosco Agbakwuru

CALABAR — RESIDENTS of Calabar, Cross
River State capital, have been living in fear
in the last three days as a result of the
activities of two rival cult groups.

It was gathered that about four persons
have been killed so far in cult related
clashes, though the Police Public Relations
Officer of the state command, Mr. Hogan
Bassey, putthe number at two, adding that
the clashes were between suspected
members of the Vikings and KK cult groups.

On Monday, a group suspected to be junior
members of KK, which goes by the name
Mafs, broke into the house of a journalist,
Mr. Frank Inyang, an Assistant Director in
the Ministry of Information, whose wife gave
birth few weeks ago, destroyed all the home
appliances and almost killed his brother,
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who only survived because he escaped
through the window.

At Nelson Mandela, opposite the famous
Luna Nite club, the cult group attacked an
elderly man, who operates a shop, collected
his handset and the money he made from
sales. They also inflicted machete cuts on
him.

He said that the group, numbering over 50,
and armed with guns, axes, cutlasses and
other dangerous weapons, took advantage
of the black out in the area to attack
unsuspecting residents and shot
sporadically.

According a source, the cult war between
the cadet wing of Vikings, known as Skylo
and the Mafs, had left four persons dead,
including the father of a suspected member
of one of the groups living on Beecroft
Street in the state capital.

The groups also destroyed vehicles
belonging to innocent motorists at different
locations in the state capital.

Meanwhile, Inyang said that the Police was
on top of the situation and had arrested the
kingpin of one of the groups, who he said
had made useful statement to the force.
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Are these actual 'cult' groups or just gangs?
I mean, are they religious in any sense?
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Our universities are steadily becoming
breeding grounds for future hoodlums.
Something needs to be done urgently
before it is too late. University education is
not meant for everybody. Only those with
the requisite brain should be encouraged to
smell a university. With over 100 universities
in a country of nearly 80% illiteracy, we are
throwing university doors open to boys and
girls very ill-equipped to benefit from a
university education.

Once in the university, the undergraduates
are not subjected to hard work such as
reading through books and writing essays
to be read at seminars and tutorials.
Instead what they are given are half-baked
notes called Handouts the regurgitation of
which earns them a degree. The girls, we
are told, don't even bother to read anything
in the firm belief that their curvature would
attract the necessary pass mark from their
promiscuous lecturers. Our future scientists
and engineers are lost in this sort of
environment
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