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Lagos collapsed
building: Death toll
rises to 4
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By Olasunkanmi Akoni, Evelyn Usman &
Bose Adelaja

LAGOS – As Lagos residents were making
last preparations on New Year’s eve to
usher in a fresh year, tragedy struck again,
after a two-storey building under
construction collapsed in  Oshodi Local
Government Area of  Lagos State, killing
four persons.

Several other persons also sustained
varying degree of injuries. The condition of
three of the wounded persons could not be
immediately ascertained as they were said
to be in the Intensive Care Unit of an
undisclosed hospital.

Report said those affected were
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construction workers and food vendors.
Most of them were said to have taken the
day off with the hope of  continuing  work
yesterday. Those  that were affected were
said to be sleeping on the slab.

Those that survived were reportedly
bringing in blocks which they wanted to use
on the second slab.

Rescue work by residents of Popoola
Olafuyi Street began immediately, where
they succeeded in rescuing one person
from the debris before the arrival of officials
of the Lagos State Emergency Agency
LASEMA, the Lagos State Fire Service and
policemen.

The first rescued victim who simply gave his
name as Ishola had bruises all over his
hands and shoulder. Unable to speak, he
just pointed at the rubble, indicating that his
colleagues were still under. He was rushed
to the hospital for treatment.

Telephone calls from those trapped were
reportedly received where they made
appeal for quick rescue. One of them whose
name was given as Baba Afeez was said to
have requested for water.

General Manager of LASEMA, Mr. Femi
Oke-Osanyintolu, who was on ground, said
they were able to  locate some trapped
victims with the aid of an instrument known
as  DELSA.

Describing the incident as unfortunate,
Oke-Osanyintolu said the Lagos State
government was revoking the land title from
the owner, adding that two persons were

We're on

+50

Add to circles

Editor's Week In
Pictures

Find more photos on Vanguard
Online Community

Olárótìmí Ademola Emilia Loveth Marwan M.

Precious Abdulaziz Abubakar Adie Ibrahim

Vanguard News on Facebook

190,144 people like Vanguard News.

Like

Facebook social plugin

Lagos collapsed building: Death toll rises to 4 http://www.vanguardngr.com/2012/01/lagos-collapsed-buil...

2 sur 7 06/01/12 15:03



rescued on Saturday

The collapsed building.

Rescue work continues

Meanwhile, most of the rescue work
continued yesterday with relatives of some
of the victims wailing. Eye witnesses said
victims were still trapped under the rubble.
But Oke-Osanyintolu said there was no sign
of anybody trapped.

At about 11 a.m., the body of a teenager
was brought out of the rubble. The
deceased was identified as Yusuf, a Junior
Secondary School 2 student.

At about 5.30p.m. when Vanguard visited
the scene, sympathisers still thronged the
scene, insisting there were still victims
under the debris.

Reacting to their claim,

Oke-Osanyintolu said,  “as I am talking to
you now, rescue work is still ongoing but
there are no signs of any person still
trapped under the rubble. We are on top of
the situation.

“So far, three mortalities and three
causalities were recorded. They are
currently receiving medical treatment at an
hospital and are responding to treatment.”
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Defective structure

A Deputy Director from the Lagos State
Physical Planning and Urban Development,
Mr. Adekunle Rufia, who led officials from
the ministry on rescue mission said the
collapse was caused by a defective
structure which was not capable of carrying
the weight of the additional structure being
added by the developers.

According to him,”we discovered that the
building was raised to the first storey since
the last three years. Work just commenced
on the second slab and it was this
development that forced the structure to
collapse.”

He said one of the victims that sustained
broken arm had been treated and
discharged while the other victims were
rushed to a nearby hospital.
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Is it not a shame Lagos Government keep
revoking C of O of collapsed buildings and
seizing the land as if this nears any remote
solution to the problem? Has Lagos state
government seized any road that was
constructed and collapsed soon after
commissioning? E.g brt corridor and even
other infrastructures like steel public water
tanks? What about the concrete slab of the
mall building at Alausa that gave way or the
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building that collapsed inside secretariat
premises at Alausa? I love Lagos but I hate
hypocrites. Objectivity will lead us all to a
solution quicker.

Economic waste. They will blame
government for everything but can not
handle their own well.If this kind of
developers and contractors are given
government project to handle, that is the
same way the will handle it. There has been
so many incidents of building collapses, let
the Nigerian Society of Engineers withdraw
the licenses of these bad contractors
because they have killed enough.

Louis

I live around this structure. The building was
raised to the first floor about 3 years ago
and supported by thin pillars. There has
been no block work on the first 2 floors. The
developers came around late last year and
added a third floor, i.e second deck. What
baffles me is that within a few days of
casting the new deck, they started adding
blocks on top of the new floor. The question
here is why add blocks to the new floor
when the old floors were still empty. The
weight of the new deck and the block work
must have caused the collapse, plus the thin
pillars. May the souls of the dead rest in
peace.

babasoro
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