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Five die in
communal clash
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BY PETER DURU & JIMITOTA
ONOYUME
No fewer than eight persons have been
confirmed dead in two separate
incidents at Demavea village in Taraba
State and Port Harcourt, Rivers State.

The casualties include five persons
killed in renewed fighting between Tiv
communities and Fulani herdsmen in
Taraba and three shot dead by fleeing
armed robbers in Port Harcourt.

The ensuing crisis has forced
thousands of members of the Tiv
communities in Taraba State into
seeking refuge in Katsina-Ala local
government of Benue State.

Vanguard gathered from sources that
the rampaging herdsmen invaded the
Tiv settlement, shooting indiscriminately,
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burning down houses, huts and farm
produce of their victims.

A source who claimed that the number
of the dead could be higher, said the
victims were fleeing Takum in droves for
fear of being hacked down.

Reacting to the unfortunate incident, a
member of Benue House of Assembly
representing Katsina-Ala West, 
Aondowase Jator, decried the fighting
and high influx of Tiv indigenes into
Benue from Taraba State.

Jator said yesterday that thousands of
Tiv people who fled Taraba State were
now taking refuge in Katsina-Ala,
Gbishi, Tor-Donga and other
surrounding villages in Benue State
under harsh condition.

He condemned the crisis, describing it
as ‘unfortunate’ and called on the two
state governments to check the fighting
and also take urgent steps to resettle
the victims of the crisis.

The legislator also sued for immediate
resolution of the crisis to enable the Tiv
people who have lived in the area for a
long time to return to their homes.

Vanguard gathered that fighting broke
out on Boxing Day in Demavea village,
Chanchanji ward, Takum local
government area in Taraba State; an
area that is predominantly occupied by
the Tiv.

It was gathered that fighting broke out in
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the community when some Fulani
herdsmen in the community raised a
false alarm that one of them had been
killedy by a Tiv man and this sparked off
a reprisal attack that led to the wanton
destruction of property and sacking of
Tiv people from the community.

The DPO in-charge of Katsina-Ala,
Dominic Iornumber, who could not
confirm the number of death in the
fighting as it did not fall under his
jurisdiction, however, confirmed the
ensuing crisis and assured that there
was no cause for alarm at the
Katsina-Ala end. He said his men were
on alert to monitor the situation at the
border areas between the two states.

Meanwhile, in the Port  Harcourt
incident, sources said the victims
include two personnel of Rivers State
Traffic Management Committee,
TIMARIV.

Vanguard gathered that the robbers, in
an  escape bid, first opened fire around
Okija area where stray bullets killed
one.

It was learnt that they opened fire again
in D Line area of Port Harcourt, killing
two staff of TIMARIV.

One of them reportedly died on the
spot, while the other, a female, died
later in the hospital.

The state Police Commissioner Mr
Suleiman Aba, confirmed the
development, and added that
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investigation was in top gear to track
down those behind the incident.

ACN accuses Rivers govt of
non-challant

Meanwhile,  Action Congress of Nigeria,
AC.N, in a statement by Mr Jeery
Needam, condemned the crime
situation in the state.

The party called on the governor to
tender an apology to the state.

“While consoling with  families of those
who lost the lives of their loved ones in
today’s armed robbery attacked, we
urged the Rivers State government to
apologize to Rivers people for failing to
provide adequate security, despite
billions of naira collected monthly in the
name of security vote,” the party said.
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We hear of atrocities by Fulani 
herdsmen all the time. The herdsmen I
have ever seen in daylight are only
interested in feeding their cattle, why do
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they turn to ethnic cleansing at night?
My suspicion is they are not Fulani
herdsmen at all but the same group
who appear as Boko Haram in the
daytime. The objective in either
manifestation appears to be the same:
ridding Nigeria especially Northern
Nigeria of non-Fulani and Christians.
Let's not be naive. I call upon the Fulani
in our midst to make the distinction and
expose the mercenary agents in their
midst since we the non-Fulani cannot.
Just so God-forbid we err on the side of
caution for our lives' sake and lump the
real herdsmen plying their trade in the
daytime with Boko Haram and the fake
herdsmen carrying out ethnic cleansing
at night. We are only human.

every southerner living in the north must
leave whatever they call their important
properties and return home. the
handwritings on the need no
interpretation it is clear and straight!

layooo
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