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By OLASUNKANMI AKONI, EVELYN
USMAN & MONSUR OLOWOPEJO
LAGOS—THE pain inflicted on
Lagosians by the torrential downpour
last Sunday bit harder, yesterday, when
25 corpses were recovered including

those of 11 children.

The corpses were recovered from two
canals at Dopemu and Aboru, in old
Alimosho Local Government Area and
Agbado-Oke Odo Local Council
Development Area, LCDA, among other
areas , even as property worth several

billions of Naira were destroyed.
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Some of those who died included

occupants of a Toyota saloon car who
were trying to maneouvre through the
flood and ended up in a ditch. At the
time of this report, several families were
still looking for their relations and loved
ones who have not been either seen or
heard from since the rains stopped.

State Governor, Babatunde Fashola,
who led a team of government officials,
including the commissioner for
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environment, Mr. Tunji Bello and his
Transport counterpart, Kayode Opeifa,
to assess the level of devastation by the
flood which was the worst to hit the
state in recent times, however, assured
that his administration would do
everything within its power to alleviate
the plight of the residents.

Most of the residents who lamented
their ordeal at various spots during the
inspection, appealed to the Governor to
come to their rescue, because,
according to them, they have lost their
life savings to the flood with nowhere to
relocate to.

Some of the worst-hit areas which
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Obadeyi Busstop, and Aboru canal, at
lyana-lpaja end of Abeokuta-Lagos
Expressway among others.

The flood also affected high brow areas
including Ikoyi, Victoria Island and
Apapa where property like vehicles,
office equipment and house hold
property were destroyed.

Disruption of transmission
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The premises of Silver-Bird
Communications, Lekki in Lagos Island
and Channels Television, Isheri North,
along Lagos Ibadan Expressway were
submerged by the flood disrupting
transmission temporary.

A source told Vanguard that in the early
hours of Monday when the flood had
receded, three dead bodies suspected
to have drowned as a result of the
previous day’s rainfall were removed at
Aboru community, Agbado-Okeodo
LCDA.

An eyewitness and a resident of the
area, Mr. Kasali Akinwale said, “the
incident occurred on Sunday when a
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Toyota car was manoeuvering through
the flood, but unknown to the driver, he
ran into a ditch and drowned with other
occupants of the vehicle.”

When contacted on the incident, the
Vice Chairman of the Council, Mr Austin
Arogun said some people died because
they could not distinguish between the
roads and the drainage channels
already covered by the flood.

He also attributed the high death toll to
what he described as “the unnecessary
exposure of people to the canal which
is still under construction without any
barrier or warning signals”.
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Fashola inspecting a flood prone area in Agege.

Also at Dopemu, Agege area, residents
of 16, Adesokan Street, wailed
uncontrollably as the officials of the
state Fire Service from Agege removed
the corpse of a 22-year old Muri
Olanrewaju who died inside a sewage
tank.

It was learnt that Olanrewaju slipped
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into the sewage pit that was already
submerged by flood.

Though, the state government had on
Sunday asked school children to stay
away from their schools yesterday,
because of the effect of the heavy down
pour, civil servants also seized the
opportunity to stay away, as many of
them tried to rescue their already
damaged propertyincluding house hold
items like electronics, vehicles among
others from the flood.

Fashola, who inspected areas affected
by the flood on Monday, empathized
with victims who lost their relatives and
properties to the flood.
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He, however, warned that the state
government will immediately commence
the enforcement of a new regime of
laws affecting the environment,
stressing that such matters would no
longer be compromised.

“Those who are in buildings that we
have marked as structurally unstable or
those who built on canals should leave
the building immediately because we
are coming to take possession, we are
not going to risk human lives anymore.

“My sympathy goes to the people
affected in the flood. | condole with
people who lost children or properties;
they should know | am with them, | will
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be making an appeal to the President to

help with funds to relocate and resettle
flood victims. | will also write to the
Federal Government on the failed
portion of Abeokuta Expressway. We
hope the Federal Government would
respond because we havevirtually lost
that road and traffic will be terrible,”
Fashola said, while inspecting areas
affected by the flood.

He said: “Those who are in buildings
that we have marked as structurally
unstable or those who built on canals
and drainage channels should vacate
the building immediately because we
are coming to take possession, we are
not going to risk human lives anymore.
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My sympathy goes to the people
affected in the flood. | condole with
people who lost children or properties;
they should know am with them, | will be
making an appeal to the president to
help with fund to relocate and resettle
flood victims.

“I will also write to the federal
government on the failed portion of
Abeokuta Expressway. We hope the FG
would respond because we have
virtually lost that road and traffic will be
terrible.”

However, unconfirmed report in Akara
area of Alagbado, had it that a yet to be
identified young man, about 25 years
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old, was killed on Sunday night when a
wall fell on him. He was said to be
returning from an outing when the
fence, which was obviously weakened
by the flood collapsed on him, killing
him instantly. The deceased’s fiance is
said to be pregnant and they were billed
for wed next month.

Stay at home
directive of pupils

Following the stay at home directive on
Monday, the public schools and some
private schools remained shut. The
directive was to avert a possible
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disaster such as school children being
swept away in the floods which ravaged
most parts of the metropolis.
Businesses were also at a low ebb in
different locations on Monday as some
offices did not open until noon.

Some workers who left their houses
early in the morning for their offices
could not make to their work places, as
they were forced to return home as the
rain started again, coupled with scarcity
of commercial buses on the roads just
as some pupils who reported in their
schools were immediately turned back
by the school management in
compliance with the governor directive.
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Lagos ACN sympathizes with residents

The Lagos State chapter of the Action
Congress of Nigeria, ACN has sent its

message of condolence to the victims of

the unprecedented flooding in Lagos on
Sunday and indeed to all Lagosians
over the flooding experience. The party
says it shares the grief of many
Lagosians that were subjected to the
harrowing effects of the day-long
torrential rainfall and says that the
Lagos State government is committed
to avoid a repeat experience in the
future.

In a statement by the Lagos State
Publicity Secretary of the party, Mr. Joe
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lgbokwe, noted that that it was a thing
of joy that the flood was gradually
easing off few hours after the rain and
that the state government
environmental officials worked through
the flood to ease the situation.

ACN stated: “We are alarmed that what
is turning out to be global scourge of
flooding is hitting Lagos, and many
other parts of the country with the kind
of force we all experienced on Sunday.
That rain started as early as 5.00am in
some parts of Lagos and lasted to well
into the early hours of Monday is an
unprecedented experience that was
worsened by the volume of the rains.”
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28 families homeless in Ajegunle

The resultant effect of Sunday’s
twenty-hour down pour which continued
for the better part of yesterday, had its
toil on several families, some of who
were sacked from their abodes
yesterday.

In Ajegunle area of Lagos, over
twenty-eight families have been
rendered homeless, as four buildings
which foundations were weakened by
the heavy down pour, caved in.

Although no life was lost but the
homeless families watched helplessly
as their hard earned property floated on
the flood. Buildings affected included
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those on numbers 4A, 7, 8 Okatapo
street and another on Young lane.

Others whose apartments are still
flooded, had to relocate members of
their families, children in particular , to
their relatives homes.

Number 8 Okatapo street, according to
report, caved in at about 6.30pm,
Sunday. Just as sympathizers were
helping out with property of those
affected, part of number 4A collapsed
yesterday at about 7.30am. At about
4pm, numbers 7 and that on Young lane
also caved in.

At Jakande estate, Oke-Afa Isolo, a
woman and her eleven-month -old baby
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escaped death by the whiskers Sunday
night, after they were carried away by
the resultant flood of the twenty-hour
down pour.

The woman identified as Mrs Nkechi
Ngbidi, was reportedly on a visit from
the eastern part of the country. She was
said to have been stranded in the
gridlock,resulting in her arriving the
estate at about 11pm.

Report said they were being carried
away by the torrents around sewage
area,when some concerned residents
who were also returning late, rescued
them. The baby simply identified as
Tochukwu was thereafter rushed to an
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unidentified hospital as he had gulped
some of the dirty water .

This is just as the residents have called
on the urgent need for the state
government and management of the
Power Holding of Nigeria Plc Company
to find a lasting solution to the high
tension wire around mechanic junction.
The call came following report of
electrocution anytime it rained.

Just yesterday, unsuspecting workers
and traders who covered themselves
with umbrellas while it was raining,
almost got electrocuted on arriving the
junction.

Barely two months ago, a commercial
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motorcyclist reportedly met his untimely
end ,following an explosion at the
junction.

Meanwhile, a visit to Olodi Apapa and
Ajegunle areas of Lagos, revealed the
sufferings of most Lagosians who have
been sacked from their homes by flood.
Mustapha, Lawani, Rashidi, Apana,
Babatunde,Isikalu lane among other
streets were most affected as the
residents were sighted still bailing water
out of their apartments. At a point, most
of them gave up, as water kept coming
out from the ground.

Most shanties around Orile and
Oyingbo were completely brought down
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by the rain, with the helpless residents
watching the situation with their hands

folded.
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babarindeflorence 3 weeks ago

Those of you purring your waste into the drainage as soon as it starts raining,
remember you will not be speared when the flood comes. So help Fasola serve

you better.

Like Reply

Sola Adejare 4 weeks ago

people are sad and they are dying and even died of poverty. so sorry for those
victim. in western world, there are building inspectors and if yours is not up to
standard you will be advised. Do we have that? 1800year old building then
another construction on top of it, all because of money. eh money money, baba
and mama landlord landlady. That your house that killed those tenants, i hope
you are not going to reconstruct it and rent it out again. OR THE DIED WILL
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LEAVE WITH YOU FOR EVER.
ADE. UK

6 people liked this. | Like | | Reply

Onyeonoro Nkechika 4 weeks ago

Na Lagos bi dis? mi i no belief say na d Eko wen i knw bi dis?

Like Reply

Onyeonoro Nkechika 4 weeks ago

Na Lagos bi dis? mi i no belief say na d Eko wen i knw bi dis?

Like Reply

iNigerian 4 weeks ago

Another lesson to learn from this tragedy is that Mother Nature is no respecter
of persons. If you like go steal money take build mansion with better toilet.
When flood come na all of us e go affect. Go steal money buy hummer jeep.
Na the same death trap of a road all of us go enter and pray say make trailer
no send us to Almighty.

Ignorant government (all states and federal) that refuse to use the people's
money for the people. Use it for your own selfish ends and God go punish you.
The people living in the slums are used to hardship. Na ajebota go suffer!

| am sure other states and federal government are watching. If they have any
sense then they will be checking their own drainage system and thinking of
improving it. But you and | know that will never happen. And so if we get a
heavy downpour in Edo, Oyo or Imo then what? History repeats itself. And that
is the definition of insanity....doing the same thing over and over again and
expecting a different result!

16 people liked this. | Like Reply
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tonysdcc 4 weeks ago

We commensurate with all affected by the flood and pray for the repose of the
souls of all who died. The era of indiscriminate erection of buildings ought to be
arrested. The government must ensure that environmental impact
assessments are done before major channeling are undertaken. Any all
structures that are on the path of drainage channels must be removed and
owners compensated. Floods will come and the government, with the peoples
cooperation, has to build the necessary infrastructures to drain the deluge of
the type just experienced.

3 people liked this. | Like | | Reply

Akudo Nwankpa 4 weeks ago

This is not the fault of Govt, but of greedy individuals who think they can cheat
nature. Sand filling and recovering land from water. Now the water is here,
please where do they want it to go? Thank GOD there are no Tsunamis and
Earthquakes in Nigeria. If the earth around Lagos shakes a bit, we know the
rest of the story! GOD HELP US.

6 people liked this. | Like | | Reply

iNigerian 4 weeks ago

| will always give Fashola credit where credit is due but for all those people
saying it is not Fashola's fault please remember that this is his SECOND
TERM! He has already had FOUR years to put a plan in place. Na Sunday rain
start to dey fall? Or na Sunday flooding start for Lagos? Or na Sunday children
begin to dey die for flood? PURLEASE!! Hopefully the flood did not destroy all
the flowers that he has planted since his inauguration 4 years ago and his
family is safe.

To replace the property lost will cost billions of naira. Can this tragedy happen
again? Sadly YES! How much will it cost to build a proper drainage system?

http://www.vanguardngr.com/2011/07/lagos-flood-kills-25/

10/08/11 11:16



Lagos flood kills 25 http://www.vanguardngr.com/2011/07/lagos-flood-kills-25/

Billions of naira. Will that ever happen? Sadly NO! And there in a nutshell lies
the problem with our Nigeria! No be say money no dey o!

All this weeping and gnashing of teeth reminds me of that English adage of
'Closing the barn door when the horse has bolted'! It is too late.

4 people liked this. | Like Reply

bayu1l 4 weeksago nreplyto i

why not check what has been done so far? 4yrs can not resolve a
problem of 20yrs. That will only be possible if people themselves can
destroy the house they have illegally built on drainage and water ways.
We all need to work together. Thank God some houses have already
been destroyed by the govt. it would have been worst than this.

Do you remember early this year when government asked some people
to relocate? what did they do? they refused! God will help Nigeria

2 people liked this. | Like | | Reply

iNigerian 4 weeks ago inreply to bayl

Relocate where?

The government is meant to provide an alternative. The way it
works is like this: The govt builds low cost houses/flats etc with
good drainage etc. They relocate the people. Then they develope
the newly vacated area. They move more people in. It needn't be
as slow as that. Building an estate is easy if you have the will to do
so plus it creates jobs, jobs and more jobs.

And enough of this silly excuse that because things have been bad
for 20 years, they should continue to be bad. Fashola would have
had 8 years as governor when his current term finishes. The thing
that pains me is that in Nigeria no party has a proper manifesto.
Fashola didn't arrive in Lagos 4 years ago. He knew the problems
on the ground. He should have hit the ground running.

There are construction companies in the UK like Barratts that if you
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see how they erect buildings, you will be shocked! Its like LEGO
sets. Everything is already made in the factory and the crane just
puts it in place. You walk past an empty piece of land one day and
in 2 months you see a skyscraper! Julius Berger will never allow
that to happen. If | had the power I'll send the likes of Julius Berger,
Shell etc packing. They do not have the interests of Nigeria at heart
and they stifle competition. Let our suffering continue. Who cares?

3 people liked this. | Like | | Reply
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