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OS—EIGHTEEN lives

were again lostin anoth-

er attack on avillage in Bar-

1 akin"Ladi Local Govern- -

ment nent Area of Plateau State

. in the early hours of yester--

day by marauders ‘who stole
19 cows.

Among those killed were ~
a driver, his ‘wife and their -

fourchildren. One of the at-

‘tackers was also killed as

youths of the village mobil-
ised to ward-off the attack-
erswho set one house ablaze
and injured about seven oth-
er people:

The attackers, armed with
. soplnsucatedguns machet-

es and ether” dangerous

weapons ‘were said to have

Sambo d&scnbes Plateau,
f‘,cnses as threat to democracy

BY TAYE OBATERU

OS—THE secunty
challenges in Plateau

ment from the nearby h,llls )
* -, at about 1.00am and had'a
. field day until some youtl:x N

rose uptoface them.. .

The Special Task Force,
STF, 'Spokesman, Capt.
Charles Ekeocha, who con-
firmed the incident, blamed
the villagers for not contact-
ing the force on time.

He said: “The attack was -

carried ‘out atound mid-
night, but the villagers did
not inform us until the at-

~ tackers had fled. Amlhtaa:y
“helicopter has been: de-.
‘ployed there for aerial sur-

veillance because some

- cattle were also rustled
-during the attack.”- .

Ekeocha said more
troops had been deployed

‘to-beef.u; (P security in the

area, and that men of the
force were on the. trail of

the assallants noting that' :

and Borno states have .

been described as threat to
the country's democracy
which must be nipped in

_‘releva.nt information. about

‘leaséd later. He promised
" that the military was on top _
“of the situation.

- wak, who briefed jourhal-
‘the situation from gemng -3

" known to the villagers and

« rnent, the state Police Com-

Jacob, aid, secunty men
“moved to the Yillage on
leammgsof ‘thedevelop-
_Inéent but-was Vet to ma.ke
" any airest. i

The Command appealed :
_for calm as efforts were on
to track down the attack-

the victims would . be re-

Chairman of the Local
Government, Dr. Fom Dak-

ists yesterday, said 14 peo- ' ers and solicited fer useful

ple were killed on the spot mformauon that could as-

while four others died on  sist them. -

their way to the hospital.” He said the > injured were '
‘He said the timely Te- rushedto the Jos Universi-

sponseof the youthis saved ty Téaching ‘Hospital,

worse as they succeeded in " - The ‘attack drew sympa-
repelling the attackers,  thisers from naghbounnq
adding thatthey killed one * commurities, -Hany

of the attackers who was - whom openly lzanent

- continued attacks and kill-
ings of innocent people.
Meanwhile, men of the
joint Special task Force,
STF, in-charge of the secu- .

had given a clue to where
the attackers came from.
.Confirming the develop-

mand in a statementsigned -, . Iity in the troubled Plateau.
.byits spokesman, ASP', peN' ha.ve arrested 69 youths
' spected tode miscreants

' 1n some "hestile.communi-
ties” in‘Jos, The develop:
_ment folowed a night raid,
"-which STF spokesman -
Capt. Charles Ekeocha, .
“said would “soon: become
e : a more regular exercise to-
Vice President Moham- ward freeing the capital
med Namadi Sambo, stat- city of hoodlums”.
ed this in a message to the . .

“the bud.
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