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successful.

Makurdi youths on rampage as

BY PETER DURU

AKURDI—CRISIS
broke out in Makur-
di, yesterday afternoon,
when angry youths laid siege

on the busy Makurdi-Otuk- -
po Fedezﬁ highway atter a

trigger- ha olice Ser-
geant, (names withheld)
with the Benue State Police
Command gunned down a
middle-aged man, Aondo-
wase Angu, at Kanshio area
of Makurdi.

The incident created pan-
demonium in the state capi-
tal leaving residents, espe-
cially parents whose wards
attend the elitists Tiny Tots
Nursery and Primary
School Tocated i the area,
scampering with their kids
for safety while vehicular
movements were also
brought to a halt.

Vanguard gathered from
the nephew of the deceased,
Mr. Terfa Atile, that he and
the deceased sat outside
their compound when the
police officer dressed in
mufti attempted to trespass
on their house,

Mr. Atile said the late
Aondowase accosted the of-

Police kills man

ficer and urged him to stop
the act which infuriated the
Police Officer.

Hewas said to have left the
scene without uttering a
word only to return dressed
up in his uniform and im-
mediately pulled out a gun
and shot the young man and
thereafter took to his heels.

Aondowase was said to
have been rushed to the Fed-
eral Medical Centre Makur-
di, where Doctors confirmed
him dead.

Thebrutal killing sparked
angry reaction from youths
of the area who burnt cars
and property after barricad-
ing the Federal highway in

search of any uniform pe
sonnel] for reprisal attack.
The mob also took to th
burning of tires on the hig]
way, and completely ot
structed the flow of traffic
Benue State Police Con
missioner, Alhaji Ibrahis
Mohammed, described th
killing as “barbaric”.

Man with 86 wives, 190 children
alleges threat to life

BY WOLE MOSADOMI

INNA—THE case of
the controversial octo-
genarian with more than 86
wives and 190 children in

Bida, Niger State, Alhaji -

Bello Masaba, has taken a
new dimension as he has
raised an alarm over threat

to his life and that of mems-

bers of his family by some
faceless people.

He also accused the police,
particularly the Area Com-
mander in Bida of not giving
him adequate security.

This alarm came few days

after most of his wives, chil-
dren and other family mem-
bers were denied registra-
tion in Bida town during the

just concluded voters' regis-

tration exercise.
Speaking with journalists
in his Bida home yesterday,

Alhaji Masaba séid he had

been receiving anonymous

- text messages from different

callers threatening to take’
his life and wipe off mem-
bers of his family.

He said he was not taking
the threat lightly, and that
an official letter would be
written to the state Commis-

sioner of Police on the de
velopment and officially de
mand for protection.
Alhaji Masaba explaine
that he had not done any
thing-eontrary to the law o

+infringed on anybody's ter

ritory that could warran
threat to his life and that o
members of his family.

The state Commissione
of Police, Mr. Michael Zuo.
kumor, in his reaction, saic
Police was not aware o
threat to Masaba's life, jusf
as he described the role o
the police in the unfolding
events as neutral.
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