dfOWﬂS in Rlver nger

DA
the
bers
ying
Del-
1the

ber, )

tim-

wWas |
<hot¢’
dent,

‘om-
ister
rine
a.

lice
arnt
es of

rpse.
g to

the death were st111 sketchy
at press time, but the State
Police Public Relations
Officer, PPRO, Mr. Charles
Muka;, told our reporter,
yesterday, that “it is true

that the corps member

drowned in the River Niger.
He was posted to Oko
community and his clothes
were found on the bank of
the river.”

Also confirming the inci-
dent, the INEC's Chief |
Pubhc Affairs Officer, Mr.
Livy Unuibe, said "the
Commission is aware of the
tragic incident.”
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35-year-old' man killed in
Sl re risal attack

BY FESTUS AHON .

GHEI.LI—-UGHEL ;

LI North Local Gov-
eémment Area, Delta State,
was, yestérday, thrown into
confusmn, following the
killing of a 35 year old man

‘in a reprisal attack.

‘the

Vanguard gathered that
deceased
immediately after being
clubbed by his assailants
onthe head. ,

According to a reliable
source, the suspected as-

sailants vented their anger’

on the deceased, whose

nity threatens showdown with
{ausa/Fulani herdsmen
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the destruction of their
main sources of livelihood
for ten years running.

The threat is contained in
a petition to the state
Governor, Dr. Emmanuel
Uduaghan, by
counsel, Chief P Wanogho
and copied to security
agencies in the state.

The people whose main
occupation is large scale
farming and fishing have

‘several hectres of arable

land where cassava. vams,

their

potatoes, okra, pepper,

groundnuts: among others

are ‘planted, while they
also have thousands of
hectres of land for their
numerous fish ponds.
According to the petition,

for over ten years running,
Mthe

*Hausa/Fulani
herdsmen have flagrantly,

violently and criminally.
graze their cattle on these’

same lands with impunity
and even claumng owner-
ship of same.’

died - 'mas,sayinq th

arole in the arrest of- thelr
associate a fortnight ago
by the police.

The source who pleaded
anonymity, said the de-
ceased was-a driver of an
18-seater bus'belongingto*
the suspected assailants’’
mother, adding, “two
weeks- ago, ‘the deceased

_asked his mother to give
him seme money to set u
a barbing salon but the-

mother refused. He then
threatened to set his.moth- -

“er sho_uﬁ_blaz.elfhm re-’

quest was not granted.’
“The mother because of
the threat did not want to

: ~to-rhanee,
so she askéd omas and

some of his friends to pre-
yail on the sus-pec%ed

culprit to desist from his

_planned line of action. The

stispect was later arrested,”
the source added-: :
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