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: Governor Ikedi Ohakim of Imo State (left), being congratulated by the Chairman, Governing

Board of Alvan Ikoku Federal Co]]eye of Education, Prof. James Alachi, after the governor bagged the Fellow of
the Institute at her 24th Convocation in Owerri, recently.

15 killed, 5 victims freed as armed forces,
police raid kidnappers den in Abia

By Anayo Okoli

UMUAHIA—NO fewer
than 15 kidnappers were
killed in a devastating of-

fensivelaunchedin atleast -
s of the’

two of the cam
hoodlums by a combmeqk
squad of Arm Adr
Force, Police and Staté Se-
curity personnel yesterday.
Vanguard gathered that
not less an five kid-
leased by the ]01nt team

.and handed over to offic-
-‘ers from the Abia State Po-

lice - Command, while the
bodies of the killed gang

members were also taken
away.

The nnhtaryfipgﬁge squad
stormed the Ugwuatu Asa
Camp of the gang situated
in_aforest in Ukwa West
Goyncil, yesterday, shortly
affer Governor Theodore
~~Orji's broadcast, condemn-
~ing the abduction of the 15

school children of Abayi
International School.

The hoodlums who were
taken by surprise were said

.-to have engaged the squad

in an exchange of fire and
_in the process about 15 of
“them were feared to have
been killed, while the rest

- took to theirheels in differ-
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our indomitable spirit to
shape and not fear th'e fu-
ture.

"That future ef our be-
loved rountry is-in our
hands. New:is, therefore
the time to- lay the selid
foundatmn for ahetter to-
mMOITOW.” A

"Let us begm to envision
a Nigeria in the next fifty
years which continues to
remain’united despite its
many diveisities, a country
genuinely committed to the
fight to:reduce poverty in
our land,-a country that ca-
ters-for the downtrodden

and the needy, a country .
- where the creativity and in-

dustry of every citizen can
find its full and free expres-

sion and a country where the.
wirmrrde Af e 1o m e ~lk ~11

worked ‘hard to translate
critical ‘aspects of our vi-
sion info reality, all in a bid
to better the lots of our
people, . .

"1 haveen abu:hng faith
in the desrre of our people

to see Enngu:State flourish,
and I thank you qurie im-
mensely for being our part-

ners.in progress. Yet, there
is more to do and more will
be done,he said.

entdirections.

Governor Theodore Orji
who later visited the dis-
lodged camp of the kid-
nappers was happy that fi-

nally the onslaught had

.....

commenced and progress:

made in taking the battle
to the-kidnappers. He;
however, noted that it was
not yet time to celebrate
until the 15 kidnapped
nursery. -and primary
school pupils were recov-
ered and returned safely to
their parents.

Orji told journalists on his~

return from the camps that
he went to see things for

himself and to also encour-

age the squad that was.en-
gaging the ludnappers in
the war. |

The governor said that he

was 3till sad because the. i

school kids were vet'to be

recovered, but noted that

the operation will not
hamper their safety in any-
way.

He declared "the chil-
dren will be returned to

Go

their parents safely. I want
to assure you and their par-
ents that.””

IiIe said that a squad of
S0

Aen
he will soon- hand ‘over 23

-vehicles toenable themr ops

erate not only in the kid-

~nap prone areas, but in all

other places in the 17 Lo-
cal Government Areas
where there was criminal-
ity.

The governor said:."I
want to assure you that'
whether in Akwa Ibom,
Cross River, Imo or Rivers
once they have been sent
packing, they will never re-

turn to Abia again, Orji

boasted".
“"We are no longer talk-
%u nesty. We are now
ng of fire for fire be-
cause they (kidnappers) re-
fused to.embrace amnesty.
We want to show them that
this is & government (and)

:-you cannot challenge gov-
“ernment.”
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Kidnapped kids: Igbo youths fmger opposit

By Dennis Agbo .

BAKALIKI—A pres
sure group,

.lonathan addresses
nation today

A

BUJA—PRESIDENT

This is a unique depar-,

f11res Frmre Fha Ald vmra eds e

Igbo

Youth Movement, IYM,
has blamed the spate of
kidnapping in Abia
State on some desperate
politicians who want a
state of emergency de-
clared in the state.

The group's stance
comes against the back-
drop of the kidnap of 15
school children in the
state a few days ago.

The IYM in a state-

allow peat
state.
"Everyb«
the well-c
orchestra
in the stat
handiwo1
gruntled
groups wk
destroyin
after milk
11 years.


joelle
Rectangle 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 


