
06/07/10 16:1018 die in Rivers auto crash « Vanguard

Page 1 sur 4http://www.vanguardngr.com/2010/06/30/18-die-in-rivers-auto-crash/

Follow us on  Get the news on the go! Go to m.vanguardngr.com on your mobile.

Tuesday 6th July 2010

Share |

Home
News
Business

Finance
Technology
Politics
Sports
Entertainment

Showtime People
Home Video People
Music

Style
Fashion Flair
Fashion Personality
My Style
Allure

Viewpoints
Community

About Us
Advertise with us
Privacy Policy
RSS

Search in site...  

18 die in Rivers auto crash
National News Jun 30, 2010

By Samuel Oyadongha, George Onah & Austin Ogwuda
PORT HARCOURT—NO fewer than 18 people were killed on-the-spot, yesterday, morning when their
bus had a head-on collision with another vehicle at  Okogbe towards Mbiama, on the East-West Road in
Rivers State.

Vanguard gathered that the dead were mostly market women who might have travelled from Ahoada
axis to Mbiama Market. Their bus reportedly ran into an oncoming bus from the Yenagoa-end of
Bayelsa State.

Eye-witnesses said they suspected “over-speeding on the part of both drivers who might have lost
control,” noting that this might have been the reason for the massive impact and subsequent death of the
passengers.

It was also learnt that “there was large flow of blood pouring from the passenger-bus as soon as the
accident happened”  as of slippers, wrappers, bags and baskets stained with blood, littered the spot.

Vanguard noted that there was a traffic gridlock, with no space to maneouvre because of the swamps
“with more than 100 trucks, lorries, buses and cars” extending to both sides of the road on the ever busy
East-West Road.”

The DPO at Ahoada Police Division could not be reached as he was said to have gone on a special
assignment and no police officer was willing to comment on the accident.

Accident causes fear in Bayelsa

Uneasy calm, however, descended on Yenagoa, the Bayelsa State capital when news of the fatal road
accident filtered into town. Some Bayelsans who went to the motor parks in the early hours of the day to
board vehicles to Port Harcourt had to abort their trips.
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The heartbreaking accident turned out to be subject of discussion in most parts of the capital city.

A lawyer travelling to Yenagoa from Port Harcourt, who was caught up in the gridlock on the East-West
highway, had to notify the judge of the court where he was to appear for his client through his mobile
phone about the sad development.

Also, a commercial vehicle operator on the route, fondly called Baba Akin, blamed the spate of accidents
on the road on its deplorable state saying if some of the accidents would have been avoided if it was a
dual carriage way.

At press time the identity of the victims could not be ascertained and it could not be confirmed if the
vehicle was Yenagoa bound or actually conveying  traders to the Mbiama market was being speculated in
some quarters thereby causing panic among residents whose relations  constantly ply the route.

Assassins kill DPO in Asaba

Meantime, a female Divisional Police Officer, DPO, has been murdered in cold blood in Asaba. She was
killed by unknown gunmen, Monday night, at the Ogbeogonogo market.

The murdered senior police officer identified as Mercy Dagogo James, a Chief Superintendent of Police,
CSP, was the DPO in charge of Ibusa Police station but recently transferred to Imo State. She was said to
be preparing to hand over before she was gunned down.

Vanguard gathered that the DPO was in company of her orderly and a maid when she met her death.

Eye witnesses said that the woman had asked the maid and orderly to buy an undisclosed item and
immediately the orderly and maid left the car, the suspected assassins believed to be trailing her pumped
bullets into her. She died instantly.

State Police Public Relations Officer, PPRO, Mr. Charles Muka, in confirming the story said: “The
unfortunate incident is true. CSP Mercy Dagogo James was murdered by yet to be identified assassins
near Ogbeogonogo market last night at about 9.30pm.”

8 Responses

1. uzodimms says:
June 30, 2010 at 3:25 pm

Any day Nigerian police decides that crime in this country will be no more, from that day all
criminal gangs will definitely retire. As long as they continue with their fraternity, both parties and
Nigerians will never have peace.

2. christina says:
June 30, 2010 at 3:14 pm

The dual carriage east-west express way has become a fortune.Please whoever is responsible
hasten it and save innocent lives.

3. Edward Idris says:
June 30, 2010 at 3:12 pm

The killing of CSP Mercy Dagogo James in Asaba, Delta State should be a big CHALLENGE to
the Delta State Police Command.

The killers must be found and brought to face justice with 14 days…if not the Police in Delta State
is NOT FIT FOR PURPOSE, for failing to protect the life of a Senior Police OFFICER

The fact that a Senior officer can be killed despite protection, gives a grave cause for concern as to
the suitability of the police to carry out its duties and what hope has the ordinary member of the
public in the state, for state protection for hoodlums and murders.

If the killers are not found within 14 days the CID and the Poice Chief in Delta State and the
Commissioner at Asaba must be forced into voluntary retirement as the are incapable to carry out
the duties and why should they continue to enjoy the privillage of the position when they are
failing.

I hope the INSPECTOR GENERAL OF THE NIGERIA POLICE Onovo is watching and
listening.
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