Stfay*bullet,s kill 2 in Enugu

By Tony Edike
NUGU—TWO ;per

Enug;l,.'f.fuesday evenin

stray bullets fired by polise-
men in an attempt to arresta

young:man, who allegedly
wounded one Pastor Duke
Utondu.of 23 Ochi Street,
Achara Layout, Enugu. -

met his untimely death in the
bizarre incident was a 25
_year-old trader at Timber

from Amachalla, Enugu-
‘Ezike in Igboeze North Lo-
cal Government Area of
Enugu State.
. The identity of the second
victim said to be an Okada
rider could not be immedi-
ately ascertained.

Two other victims are’ly-
ing critically at the Univer-

sity of Nigeria Teaching Hos-

pital, Enugu, following se-
vere. woundsthéy received
from the gunshots, which the
police said were fired in an
attempt to demobilize the
suspect, identified as Mr.
Obiora Utondu.

The five trigger-happy po-
licemen, one of who received
several machete cuts from
the suspect were attached
to the Uwani Police Divi-
sional Headquarters, Enugn.

An eye-witness said that .

the incident occurred along
Ochi Street in Achara Lay-
out within Enugu metropo-
lis, when the victims were re-
turning from the day’s busi-
ness and ran into the scene
of the police shooting.

The five-man team of po-
licemen led by one Assistant
Superintendent -of Police,
Ituma Ituma had gone to ar-
rest a suspect at Ochi Street,
following complaints from
Pastor Utondu, who was al-

legedly beaten up and seri-

ously wounded by the sus-

/

pect, sald to be his relation.

The suspect- was said to-

he gave a Police Céxyoxal a
deep machete cut on the arm
and went further to stab him:
in the stomach..

-The State Pohqe Pubhc

One of t_hc victims, “whic ‘Relatlons Ofﬁcer Mr. Ebere

Amaraizu, who confirmed
the incident yesterday, said

the police tried to: demobi-

lize the suspect by firing at
him but the stray bullet hit
the victims even though he
said only Obe was officially
reported to have died as a
result of the gunshot wound

.he sustained.- One of the

‘bullets from the sporadic

| va right;. Mr Foluso Phillips, Managing Director, Phillips Consitliing, Mr €hima

shooting hit the young Obe
at the chest, killing him in-
stantly.

Although reports said the
suspect succeeded in escap-
ing arrest, the police spokes-
man told Vanguard that five
persons arrested in connec-
tion with the incident were
already being interrogated
by the police.

Onyekwere, Chairman, Linkserve Ltd and Rev George Bamidele, at the fourth edition of
" We are the Future of Our Nation” in Lagos, yesterday. Photo: Nwankpa Chijioke.

Man arrested for impersonation

By Vincent Ujumadu

WKA—AMIDDLE -
aged man who gave
his name as Mr. Chibuzor
Cyril is now in the net of the
State Security Service, SSS,
in Anambra State for alleg-

edly impersonating the ser-:

vice.

-Chibuzor, said to be a staff
in the office of the Head of
Service, HOS, of Anambra
State, was alleged to have
been duping unsuspecting

- members of the, public under

the guise of being an officer

with the SSS.

Parading the suspect be-
fore newsmen in Awka, the
State Director of SSS, Mr.
Ekpenyong Ita, also pre-
sented receipts of payments

made to Chibuzor by an

Awka-based entertainment
centre.

Ita told reporters that
Chibuzor had collected a
whooping N6.4 million from
the owner of the business
outfit, known as Be Joy Rec-
reation Centre since 2007.

According to him, the pro-

prietor pays Chibuzor the

- ing

sum of N31,250 every week
to protect him from being
kidnapped by hoodlums.

“He is a civil servant and
he is working in the office of
the Head of Service of
Anambra State. Since the
year 2007, he has been go- -
around business
houses, impersonating ‘the
State Security Service and
extorting money = from
people. He has also been
acting as a clearing house
and a go-between for k1d-
nappers -and their victims,”
he said.



