Akpokona Omafuaire

GBARHO —THERE
was pandemonium at
Agbarho community in
Ughelli  North  iocal

yesterday, when the corpses
“oftwo citizens allegedly seized
by members of a vigilante team
in the area a week earlier, were
discovered with their kidneys,
private organs and hearts
missing.

The victims were identified
as Isaac Ukanefimoni, 32, an
indigene of Agbartio, and a
native of Okpara Inland, Mr.
Ovuoke Obie.

Four members of the
vigilante team alleged to be
involved in the suspected
ritual killings have been

arrested and detained by the

police.

Vanguard gathered that the
decomposing bodies of the
victims, which = were
discovered at Onokpasa

riverside, were deposited by ’
angry villagers at the Home:of -

the President-General of the

community, Chief Miller Orido,

before they wereater remioved

and deposited by the police at
. the mortuary.

There was fear of outbreak

of mayhem as residents, who
saw. the remains of the

5 As a#fsul; scores of

Ejiro Ukanefimoni, a sister to
one of the victims who also
witnessed the January 13
‘arrest! of his brother, told

Vanguard yesterday. .t

" ‘govérhitient reacf Belta State,

‘“;_2 deceaseq, vowed to rcfahaxe,

d@ta

Agbarho that “on 13 Jann
at about 1.00am, men of-a’
vigilante outfit (names
withheld) came with their Hilux
vehicle, broke into my;:
brother’s house and took hinr
away, even while he k

g, Bl o

alone. What do you wart fiomy
me?’. I came out and shouted
also- that they. should. pleasev
leave my brother, asking what
‘he had done. They:shof fito -
the air to scare me and others
away.

“As they were taking him
away, I went and blocked the
entrance, but they dragged
him through the back of our
compound into their vehicle.
As they drove off, I called my
elder brother (Hope) and
narrated the incident to him.
He serit the mobile number of
one of the leaders who is now
on the run. I called him and,
complained that his men had
taken my brother. He requested
that I call back in 15 minutes.

“After 15 minutes, I called
back; he asked me to wait. After
“ anothet 20 minutes, he flashed’
back and I called him, he said
that it wwnm hl&boyﬁ who
took my brother. Ftokdhi
it was his boys beca
name was boldly written, He.
asked where I was and I told
him in my father’s compound.
He asked the question three
times and theu swlteheci off
his phone.”

Mr. Hope Ukancﬁmom tqekm
+ over, from his smtet, saying -

action, searchifig

the police said he was not
brought there. We went to the
President-General, Chief Miller
-Orido, who prormsed to look
mto the. matter.”

¥

omon Ighobunor recalled
that on the night of the incident

_}~when he heard gunshots, he

came out and saw one of the
chiEns nsw]e the vehicle of

i gronp crying for

kame honi continued:

,"‘Wc st to locate Ovuoke’s
".mother. if she had a clue as to

where they might have taken
the victims. But she said she
had no idea, so we went to
where he (Ovuoke) is staying.
The neighbours said he was
arrested by the vigilante. We
went back to the president-
general who summoned one

of the vigilante group
members who denied
knowledge of the matter,
saymg he was notﬁn duty that
night.”

Royalfather

intervenes -

Orido,l however, promised
to get to the root of the: matter.
We left for the palace to report

to the king, HRM Oghenerue-
. my Arubi, Omamohwo II, the
8L Osuivie of Agbarho, and he
* summoned the two leaders of

the vigilante.

-.“To our surprise, only one
of them showed up: and told
the king that it was the other

leadetr’s group that 'was on
-, cuty that-night, becaube they
,worke‘d from Monday to

- . ;‘rtll:e) néxt mornitig, we Sw??%%msdayﬁomng”
Relations give account {cverywhere We went to.*"
“‘Agbarho police station and -

shéwad:that the royal father
iw the dark over the
devélopment. He said he
would call a meeting f his
chiefs, yesterday, to ad?ress

the matter.

- Accordmg te Ukanef moni,’

g that he was.

“we went back to acquamt the
president-general of the
development. He promised to
do his best to ensure that the

boys were released anywhe-

re they were being held.
“He called us on Monday

tosayﬂwhehad ordered that
" the viptlamte boys be arested

and  that four of those
suspected to be involved
have been detained at the
police station for suspected
kidnapping and attempted

‘murder, with the police

promising - to arrest the
runaway leader.”

Search party finds
corpses

It was learnt that on the
advice of Orido, a search party
was mounted. According to
Ukanefimoni, “the other leader
of the vigilante called me,
saying he heard that the two
men had been murdered and
their corpses dumped near the
Onokpasa riverside.

“Qulckly Icalled my brother
to organise a search team. To
our greatest surprise, we
found the two corpses among
many decaying bodies. We

doctors to carry out post-
mortem tests on them. Later,
the president-general
requested that we bring the
corpses to the town.”

Mlssmgorgans

“Havmg brough{ the
corpses, the presidént-general
directed that since post-
mortem tests were being
carried out and the corpses
decomposing fast, we should
go ‘and bury them. We
refused for two reasons:
First, one of the victims is a
stranger, not an indigene of
Agbarho. Who will bury him
without his family? Again,
the two corpses were
dissected with kidneys,
private organs and hearts
taken away. So we disagreed.

“We, nevertheless, took
the corpses to the General
Hospital in Agbarho. They
refused to accept them in
their morgue, so we decided
to bring them to. the
president-general to order
the hospital to accept them
or we leave them at his gate.
Right now, the hospital has

calledihe pehce whocamc with.

agreed to accept them,” he
said.

The police at Agbarho
refused to speak on the
incident when contacted by
Vanguard. The police
spokesman in the state, Mr.
Charles Muka, an Assistant
Superintendent of Police,
confirmed yesterday that the

_police were investigating the

meident and that four
persons were already in
custody.

Orido told Vanguard: “1
cannot come out now
because the situation is
tense. The youths have
blocked my entrance, so I will
talk later.”

The women president-
general, Chief Evelyn
Ohwodjeheri, said she was
not aware of the incident.
Her words: “I travelled out
of town ahd I am jast hearing
it from you. I will settle down
and hear the full matter before )
Icantalk.”

Meanwhile, as the two
corpses have been deposited.
at the Agbarho General
Hospital - Morgue,” the
unidentified corpses at the
swamp are decomposing fast.

Edo PDP absolves self of J TF w1th-

By S:mon Ebegbulem

YENIN — THE Peoples’ «
Democratic Party (PDP)-
in Edo State has absolved itself -

of the decision by Defence
Minister, General Godwin Abbe,
to withdraw soldiers serving in

- the Joint Task Ferce (JTF) set
- up by the state government to
- fight kidnapping and other

drawal

violent crimes in the state.

_ The party; however, saiditwas

insupportof the move as it might

be a result-of a recent alarm
raised by Governor Adams

Oshiomhole during the Akoko-
Edo House of Assembly re-run
election, alleging that PDP was
planning to use soldiers to cause

mayhem and rig the election. -

Oshiomhole had, weekenq,

expressed shock over the
sudden withdrawal of JTF
soldiers “in the state and
accused the former Chairman
of PDP Board of Trustees,
Chief Tony Anenih, General
Abbe and the Principal
Secretary to the Vice-
President, Chief Mike
Oghiadome, of mastermin-

. ding the withdrawal.



