‘ Gunmen kill soldier in Akwa Ibom

By Jimitota Onoyume

ORT HARCOURT—
THERE was wailing
yesterday around the en-
trance of Agip company in
Port Harcourt when news fil-
tered in the area that a soldier

who had served in Agip com- -
pany for about one year and

six months died in Eket on
Wednesday during an en-
counter with militants..

The soldier (names with-
held). was said to be from

Bayelsa State. According to

some residents in the area,
they got calls from soldiers

that had served-in the area but -

were now in Eket that the said
soldier. was killed Wednesday
morning by suspected mili-
tants.

He was reportedly in com-

pany of other soldiers on es- -

cort duty in Eket when the
militants opened fire.
Two other soldiers in the

convoy .also sustained bullet

injuries.

“He was a nice fellow. He
was with us in this neigh-
bourhood for about a year
and six months before he was
transferred to Akwa Ibom. We
just got calls from other sol-
diers who are our friends in
Akwa Ibom that they had lost
one of their dear friends who

was with them at Agip at a
_time.”

- Meanwhile, Vanguard gath- -

ered that suspected militants
had attacked a convoy of Exx-

on Mobil in Akwa Ibom on
Wednesday. And one person
in the convoy reportedly lost
his life according to a state-
ment from the oil firm.

— Bayelsa faults siting of Petroleum
College in Kaduna "

By Sémuel Oyadongha

NAGOA—BAYELSA
State Government has
criticised the siting of the pro-
posed College of Petroleum
Technology in Kaduna de-
scribing the action of the Fed-
eral Government as unjust to
the people of the oil and gas
rich Niger Delta.
The: state governor, Chief
Timipre Sylva, has also

~ threatened to sanction any of

his aides that makes uncom-
plimentary remarks about the
personality of the Vice Presi-
dent, Dr. Goodluck Jonathan,
over their .purported face-off;
saying he has no problem
with the nation's number two
citizen. :

The state Commissioner for
Information and Communica-
tion, Chief Asara A. Asara,
who disclosed this while
briefing newsmen in Yenagoa
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shortly after the weekly exec-
utive council meeting, lament-
ed that the Federal Govern-
ment is not doing enough to
justify the enormous sacrifice
and contribution of the oil
and gas rich but backward re-
gion to the economic growth
of the country.

“What is the justification for
the federal government to
take the petroleum institute to
Kaduna ? Qur waterways are
silting yearly without any as-
sistance from the federal gov-
ernment,” he lamented.

Citing Oloibiri community in
Bayelsa State to buttress his
claim, Chief Asara said, “the
ancient community of Oloibiri
in Ogbia local government
area of the state where the oil
was discovered in commercial
quantity has been taken over
by the bush and trees with
nothing to show for its con-
tribution to the growth of the
nation economy.



