4 dead, 12 injured as militants invade A-Tbom

By Tony Nyong

' YO=~MILITANTS
from neighbouring Ando-

ni in Port Harcourt, Rivers State
last week attacked and invaded
some major towns in Akwa Ibom
State and killed four mobile Po-
lice men in Opobo town in Tkot

Abasi, who attempted to chase
themouf. = =" % ¥ :

The militants nambering more. .

than fifteen and who came
through the Ikot Abasi River

struck and took the town by sur- -

prise, shooting sporadicaily
while their alleged plans to res-
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cue their-Andoni- kinsmen. of

- Eastern. Obole kept in prison

custody for wrecking havoc on
Ikot Akpan udo village during the
boundary dispute was foisted.:

-Until when the-dare devils car-
ried out their insurgence, the per-
sons who were involved in the

pogrom had been remanded in the .

prison custody in IKot Abasi,
while the Commission of Enquir-
ing is sitting in Eket to investi-
gate the immediate and remote
causes of the mayhem purport-
edly masterminded by some
prominent Eastern Obolo politi-
cians. ’

The invasion which was de-
scribed as ill- timed by the same
political moguls who have been
left free, was aimed at giving the
militants the opportunity to
seize the boys as they were
being conveyed to Eket where the
commission is sitting and later
free them, so that they would

eventually not name their spon--

sors publicly as all entreaties to
free thes¢ notorious young men
they have been using to achieve
their cheap political gains may

. havé been,budged by ;tile judgéﬁ, .

- The Judge who. was put off

- balance by the sudden development

quickly announced the postpone-
ment of the sitting and calledfor the
number of armed police men at the
Commission to be increased to be
beef up the Security of the Commis-
sion and their members.

But in Oron, banks did not
open for customers both on.
Thursday 20th and Friday 21st
November 2008 as the heavy
presence of the militants crippled
all business activities forcing
most traders to close their shops
and remain at home.

Non indigent traders according
to source even deserted their
homes to Uyo, the State Capital
where the Akpabio-led govern-
ment has invested so much on
security. :

While the State Police Commis-
sioner could not be reached be-
cause our Police source said he
was on leave, the Police Public
Relations Officer’s phone
number was switched off when
Vanguard called to confirmed the
situation.



