By Umoru Henry

BUJA—KWARA State
in the North Central
zone of the country yesterday
picked the form for the Na-
tional Secretary slot of the
ruling Peoples Democratic
party for the December 8 Na-
tional. convention. - ..
The pendulum, which ap-
pears to be swinging towards
-Kwara State, became notice-

“ahd schéming from the North
Central Zone where the party
in the present dispensation
zoned the position of Nation-
al'Secretary, by the National
Exéecutive Committee. -

ment af the Wadifa Plaza,
National Secretariat of the

the. former Deputy’ Se
President, Sénator Tbrahim
Mantu, who was‘also initer-
ested in the position may

have crashed out“again, hav- -

ing lost in his bid to return to
the Senate in the Apil gener-
al clection. "
" Speaking with journalists
yesterday: after picking his
nomination form at the party’s

Secretariat, the former perma-

nent secretary in the Office of

1.able after intense®paliticking

th yesterday’s ‘dévélop-

Kwara picks PDP scribe slot,
| - Mantu loses out

the Kwara state ‘Governor,
Alhaji Abubakar Kawu Bara-
je, said he was the candidate
of the entire North Central
that was" magnanimous
enough to concede the slot
to his state, Kwara.

As at press time yesterday,
he was the only aspirant who
had collected a- nomination
form for the post of the par-
ty’s scribe who may be re-
turned-unepposed if no one
else does,” as-the sale of forms
closes today (Thursday).

The aspirant, who was a
member of the 2005 National
Political Reform Cenference
and PDP presidential Cam-
paign organisation, declared
that he would bring his.expe-
rience as a seasoned techno-
crat and political leader to bear
“in_the re-engineering of the
PDP”, . i

However, Alhaji Baraje’s
candidature may suffer a
set back if the Guidelines
for the PDP convention
‘were to, be followed to the
letter, just as he confirmed
that he retired from public
service only in December
2006 which makes him-less
than one year as a member
of the party. .



