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By Samuel Oyadongha

NAGOA—TH]’: iden-

tity of the expatriate
whg Iost his life in the custo-
dy of Niger Delta militants in

Bayelsa State has been re-’

vealed. He was John Hana-

Dabher, a Syrjan national who .

until his death was an em-
ployee of Go%oglpar Nig.itd.,
a Port-Harcourt-based oit ser-

- vicinig contracting firm to ‘the:
- Italian oil giapt, Nngenan Ag:p ”

Oil Company; ",
The:

"goa at the time .of filing this.

two weeks ago by militants in

neighbouring ‘Port Harcourt.’
and taken -to a location,

around the Koluama axis of

. Bayelsa on the Atlantic  fringe.

It was however. gathered o

_realising his deteridrating

state of health his kidnappers.
decided tq transfer him'to one
‘of 'the numerous. militant
¢amps in Bayelsa State‘ where.

expatuate whose .
‘corpse is stillilying at, the Fed-
eral Medical Centre in Yena--

‘thereby mhkmg m

!
i
i

he reporteuly ,ost his hfe mo—
ments’ after oommumty lfead-

- ers succeeded in securing his

release weekend from his kid-

_nappers.

The death of the expamme\
IS s
- the first of its kind in the'trou-
'bied delta since armed!gun--

in the hands of his capt

_the state’ secunty

-carlier come:

Late kldnapped expatnate 1dent1ﬁed as
Syrian natlonal

and Jastice.

- A’staff at’the | ch who
- ‘spoke anonymously. to Van--
guard yesterday - said “the_Iate

expatridate was brought in
dead late Saturday

the. secumty ,oper ity ""‘1

men started kldnappldg oil - “out:

-workers as a istrategy fo-ex-
- <tract firm: comlmtment i the
Yeentral’ government ‘to ad-

“dress the plight of the region.

‘However, this strategy
which ‘was effectively

underdevelopment - of the re:
gion;-has been- h)mked b

- some faceless groups who are’
. new kidnapping not only ex-*
- patriates but relations ot pol=

‘gains-
of

iticians for moneta

‘ased:
by Ijaw freedom fighters, .
MEND to attract global‘atten- -
tion to the many years of en -
vironmental despoliation: and -

- ‘itiwas
I when the. ofﬁchs ‘at: the emer- ...
- gency and causality nmt§
.'sisted on knowing their jden:
tity before the stretcher would . -
be telease to: them that* they~
identified: themselves as SSS .
‘operatives,

"Shortly after they left with
the stretcher they brought in

iwas
working for;before he r?et his
untimely dqath »

the. L;aw struggle t01 eqmty‘

the dead -expatriate and de-
posited his'corpse at the mor- -
‘tuary, They did not even dis-
-“close the identity of the man.-
-and the company hé/
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