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Robbery attack: How Police 1gnored our call /
laments daughter of slain ex-army officer

- By Agozino Emmanuel

HE grief that enveloped

the compound of
Chief Lawrence Balogun, was
glaringly noticeable as one
approaches the largc gaic at
number 5, Amosu street, off
Tayo Makinde street at
Jankara Ijaiye Ojokoro, Ogun
state. The 52 years old
retired Army Captain met his
untimely death in the hands
of unknown gunmen who
invaded his residence
Saturday last week.

This is inspite of the fact
that Chief Balogun took all
necessary precautions in-
cluding having a gun to
safeguard himself and his
family when ever the need
arose, but all his human
efforts .were futile as the
daredevil robbers patiently
waited for him to exhaust his
ballets after which they
pumped volleys of bullets
from their sophisticated weap-
ons into his stomach and he
died thereafter.

.To . his ' teenage daughter‘

and the sixth in the family,

Bolanle, the trauma of dad-

dy’s : gruesome death will

Eer’ be erased for life in her
nd,

This is because, she was,
e jto escape through the:

back door and suocceeded in
gettifig, to. a_nearby police
stmm to inform them that

yhen had invaded their

?se but’the’ Porhcé ignored
is distress call ‘only to

axmter into the compound
jours later, after they had
killed her dear father. The
sad memory, she lamented in
tears, will linger forever and I
will find it hard to forgive the
Police for this negligence.

- Narrating how the incident

Daughters of the deceased , Bolanle and Joke-

"...I sneaked through the back door
with my younger sister and ran straight
to the nearest Police sation called Ijaye

Ojokoro. When 1 got there, I quickly
 informed them that gun men had in- -
vaded our house and that they should
go and save imy Dad but they tgnored’
me saymg thatt}wydanot the
SR mmer of the house

todk place to City Scope,\compounq when six persons
Bolanle, a 17-year-old SS1 'armed with gun came and
student of Most High Col- Stood in front of their gate.
lege, Jankara Ijaye. said that It was around llpm on
they were at the back of the Saturday when we noticed

: ' i
the six armed young men

standing in front of our main
gate. They confronted my
mother and wanted to know
if she was the madam of the
house, but she denied claim-

ing that she was a wisitor..
- They did not believe her and
fthey gathered all of us-inside’
the house and : held " ug;-

'hostage ' vowing: that; ‘they
will punish my mothﬁﬂ for

~“It was then that my father -

_ lying to them. o
succeeded in lockmi‘

who
the entrance gate came oht
He quickly called on me and
my younger sister to escape
through the back door.

This infuriated the gunmen
who confronted him and
because my dad was also
armed, he shouted back at

them. At this stage, my
father pulled out his pistol
and started firing at them.
Surprisingly, the gunmen just
relaxed and allowed him to
exhaust his = bullets after
which they shot him several
times in the stomach and he
collapsed on the ground.
“While this was going on, I
sneaked through the back
door with my younger sister
and ran straight to the
nearest Police station at
Ijaye Ojokoro.: When 1 got
there, ‘1 quickly informed
them that gunmen had invad-
ed ‘our house and that they
should- go and|save my Dad
but they ignored me saying
that they do not know the
owner of the house. I
pleaded severally to the
policemen telling them that
my. Dad was shot and that he
was bleeding i to death, but
they kept on ignoring my
pleas

“It was later after one of
their officers came into the
station that he talked to them
before . they agreed to
accompatfy me to our house.
By the time we came to the
house, the gunmen had gone,
leaving my. father in a pootof

his blood and gasping :for-

breath. He; was then .rushed
to Lodgmg Medical Hospital
by (Oba Rilwan Olwwalambe :
Taiwo of Cliakolp land where |

- every ‘atteipt was. made fo °

save his lif¢ without success.

<‘He was ‘referred. to Orile
Agege Helpital and. later: to -
Ikeja General Hospital where
he * gave the ghost on
Sunday memmg”, she stated
in tears.

First son to the deceased,
Olusola who was openly
shedding tears while Bolanle
narrated her experience also
told City Scope, "My Father

was everything to us. He
cared for us in a way every
responsible man will care for
his family.

He was peace loving and
he has not offended anybody.
Those who did this to him, I
promise them that they will
not get away with it. We are
appealing to all the relevant
agencies to unmask his killers
because we are convinced
that they were not armed
robbers.

They were hired assassins
because they did not take
away anything in the house
after pumping bullets into his
stomach.

I promise them that the
blood of my father which
they shed without any
justification will hunt them
until nemesis catches up
with them.”. One of the
younger - sisters to the
deceased, Mrs. Comfort
Ebunola Edgal could not also
hold emotions as she
lamented and wept profusely.
“Now that they have killed
him , ‘will the world and
everything in it be enough
for them. I do not know what
my brother have done to
‘them.. I know for certain that
he does. not like to offend
anybody, you can go and:
‘ask anybody in the street..
Thxs,tsevllandmyGodwdl

‘motlet them go vapunished’.

* However, in exasperation, .

the younger brether to "the
deceased, Mr. Paul Balogim:
said, 1 am not sorry for my’
brather: 1 am omly sefry for
the cowards that killed him
because of the curse they
have brought on themselves
and their families. My brother
lived a very fulfilled life. Do
not weep for him, but for
those that have killed him”,
he said.
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